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

 is the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “By this” and referring what is going to be described later in this statement.  Then we have the third person plural future deponent middle indicative from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to know: will know.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form, but active in meaning with the subject (all people) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective PAS, meaning “all men/all people.”  Then we have the conjunction HOTI, which is used after verbs of knowing to indicate the content of that mental activity.  It is translated “that.”  This is followed by the dative of possession from the first person singular personal pronoun EMOS, meaning “My” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun MATHĒTĒS, meaning “disciples.”  Then we have the second person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: you are.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which views the state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the remaining eleven (and every believer in the Church Age) produce the state of being the disciples of Jesus.

“By this all men will know that you are My disciples,”
 is the third class conditional particle EAN, which means “if” and it may or may not happen.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun AGAPĒ, meaning “unconditional love.”  This is followed by the second person plural present active subjunctive from the verb ECHW, which means “to have: you have.”


The present tense is a durative present, which describes the action as continuing.


The active voice indicates that the disciples may or may not produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive with EAN in a third class conditional clause.

Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place/sphere from the second person masculine plural from the reciprocal pronoun ALLĒLWN, meaning “among one another.”

“if you have unconditional love among one another.’”
Jn 13:35 corrected translation
“By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have unconditional love among one another.’”
Explanation:
1.  “By this all men will know that you are My disciples,”

a.  By having unconditional love toward one another all men (both believers and unbelievers) will know that these eleven men are the disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ.


b.  Some commentators try to assert that this statement by Jesus applied only to the eleven disciples and does not extend to the rest of the believers of the Church Age.  These commentators are terribly wrong.  The single greatest impact Christianity has had on the world of unbelievers is its unconditional love for others.  This love is manifest in the virtue, honor, integrity, respect, and tolerance that Christianity has had for all other people, evangelizing every male and female of every race, culture, and creed.


c.  The first great demonstration of this unconditional love was the evangelization and acceptance as full-fledged members into the Church of the Gentiles of the Roman Empire (Acts 15).


d.  Jesus sent the disciples out to evangelize the world.  And they did so with the message of God’s unconditional love for all mankind, since Jesus was judged for the sins of the world.  His unconditional love for all was the message that turned the world upside down in its thinking about God.


e.  So obviously the message of Jesus’ love would have no impact if the disciples did not demonstrate that love in their behavior with one another.  And the same principle extends to all believers everywhere.  We are ambassadors for our Lord Jesus Christ.  We have no impact without this same unconditional love for all.  This was a constant theme in Paul’s letters.



(1)  1 Cor 13:1-3, “If I speak with the languages of mankind and angels, but I do not have unconditional love, I have become a sounding brass or a clanging symbol.  And if I have the spiritual gift of prophecy and I know all the mysteries; that is, all knowledge; and if I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains from one place to another place, but I do not have unconditional love, I am nothing.  And if I give away all my possessions to feed those in need of help, and if I deliver over my body in order that I might boast, but I do not have unconditional love, I accomplish nothing.”



(2)  Rom 12:9-10, “Your love [must be] non-hypocritical.  Despise evil; adhere to the good.  With reference to your brotherly love, [be] devoted to each other; with reference to your honor, esteem others more highly [than yourself];”



(3)  Gal 5:13, “For you were called into the sphere of freedom, brethren.  Only do not [use] your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through virtue-love serve one another.”



(4)  Gal 5:22-23, “But the production of the Spirit is virtue-love, joy [sharing the happiness of God], harmony [with God], patience, integrity, goodness, doctrinal inculcation and application, humility, self-control.  Against such things there is no law.”



(5)  Phil 1:9, “In fact, I pray this that your virtue-love may keep on abounding still more even to a greater degree by means of full knowledge and all discernment,”



(6)  Phil 2:1-4, “Therefore, if [there is] any encouragement in Christ [and there is], if [there is] any comfort from love [and there is], if [there is] any fellowship with the Spirit [and there is], if [there are] any affections and mercies [and there are], bring to completion my happiness, namely, that you might be thinking the same thing, having that same virtue-love, united in the soul, thinking one and the same thing.  [Do] nothing on the basis of contentiousness from selfish ambition, nor on the basis of excessive ambition from self-delusion, but by means of humility consider each other as better than yourselves.  Every one of you, stop looking out for only your own personal interests, but also every one of you [look out for] the personal interests of others.”



(7)  Col 3:14, “But above all these things put on virtue-love, which is the bond of completeness.”



(8)  1 Thes 1:3, “because we constantly remember your manifestation of doctrine; that is, your labor of virtue-love and your perseverance from confidence in our Lord Jesus Christ before God even our Father.”



(9)  2 Thes 3:5, “In fact may the Lord direct your hearts into the virtue-love of God and into the patience [endurance, perseverance] of Christ.”



(10)  1 Tim 1:5, “But the goal of instruction is virtue-love from a pure heart and from a good conscience and from non-hypocritical doctrine.”


f.  Unconditional virtue-love toward others is how others recognize you as a disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ.

2.  “if you have unconditional love among one another.’”

a.  Jesus concludes this statement by stating the conditional requirement for being His disciple—we must have unconditional love among the brethren.  This does not imply that we are to treat unbelievers as dirt.  On the contrary, we exhibit unconditional love toward them that they may see the love of the Lord Jesus Christ for them and be saved.  1 Cor 10:32-33, “Be inoffensive both to the Jews and to the Greeks and to the church of God, just as I also strive to please everyone in all respects, not seeking my own benefit, but the benefit of the many, in order that they may be saved.”


b.  The conditional particle EAN, meaning “if,” introduces a third class conditional statement, which means that believers may or may not have unconditional love.  This does not mean that unconditional love is an option that we may exercise to those we like but not to those we don’t like.  The option here is that some believers may reject the authority of the Lord and do what they want to their own spiritual reversionism or degeneracy.  The result of that course of action is divine disciple in three stages: warning discipline, intensified discipline, and dying discipline.


c.  This conditional clause is another proof of the free will of the believer in obeying or not obeying God.  For the former we are blessed and rewarded; for the latter we are punished.  If we do what God asks and demands in having unconditional virtuous love toward one another (all others), then we will act like the Lord Jesus Christ did toward Judas, just as He did toward the Eleven.  And the result is that others will know that we are disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ and learn that God has a true love for them as well.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Such love would inevitably be a testimony to the world.  It would perpetuate the remembrance of Christ and point to his continuing life, for this quality of love has been seen only in Him.  Men recognize the blessedness of such love even though they cannot of themselves produce it.”
  The phrase “of themselves” means that people cannot produce this love apart from the power of the Holy Spirit.  It is a love the unbeliever cannot produce.


b.  “The Lord’s statement reveals the effect of believers’ having love for one another: the world will know that we belong to Him.  The church may be orthodox in its doctrine and vigorous in its proclamation of the truth, but that will not persuade unbelievers unless believers love each other.  In fact, Jesus gave the world the right to judge whether or not someone is a Christian based on whether or not that person sincerely loves other Christians. One’s love for other believers also assures that believer that his faith is genuine.  As John wrote, ‘We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brethren’ (1 Jn 3:14; cf. 2:10; 4:12).”
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