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

 is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “In fact; Indeed; Certainly; Really.”  Then we have the first person singular perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, meaning “to know: I know.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present state as a result of a past action.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that” and used after verbs of mental activity to indicate the content of that mental activity.  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun ENTOLĒ plus the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His commandment.”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun ZWĒ and the adjective AIWNIOS, meaning “eternal life.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which views the state of being as a static fact.


The active voice indicates that God’s commandment produces the state of being eternal life.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“In fact I know that His commandment is eternal life.”
 is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter plural relative pronoun HOS, meaning “the things which.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I” plus the first person singular present active indicative from the verb LALEW, which means “to speak; say.”


The present tense is a descriptive or gnomic present (a very widespread practice or custom).  What Jesus is has done, is doing, continues to do, and typically does.


The active voice indicates the Jesus produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Therefore the things which I speak,”
 is the comparative use of the conjunction KATHWS, meaning “just as” plus the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb EIPON, which means “to say; to speak: spoken.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has.”


The active voice indicates that Jesus produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the indirect object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to Me” and referring to Jesus.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR, meaning “the Father.”  Then we have the adverb of manner HOUTWS, meaning “so; in this manner; thus.”  Finally, we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb LALEW, which means “to speak: I am speaking.”


The present tense is a retroactive progressive present for what began in the past at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry and continues in the present.


The active voice indicates that Jesus is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“just as the Father has spoken to Me, so I am speaking.’”
Jn 12:50 corrected translation
“In fact I know that His commandment is eternal life.   Therefore the things which I speak, just as the Father has spoken to Me, so I am speaking.’”
Explanation:
1.  “In fact I know that His commandment is eternal life.”

a.  John concludes the summary of the themes in the first half of his gospel by mentioning the most critical and important of all themes—God’s promise of eternal life.


b.  Our Lord Jesus Christ knew that the Father’s commandment is eternal life.  The Father’s commandment was and is: believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved; I give unto them eternal life.  This is both a command and a promise.  God’s invites us to believe in Christ and commands that we have eternal life with Him, if we do.


c.  “Jesus knows that the very contents and substance of the commandment or direction given Him for His mission are altogether ‘life eternal’, the gift of the true life principle itself to us sinners, which unites with God, passes unharmed through death, and lives in heavenly blessedness forever.”


d.  The commandments and promises related to eternal life in the first half of this gospel are:



(1)  Jn 3:15-16, “in order that every one who believes in Him might have eternal life.  For God unconditionally loved the world so much, with the result that He gave His uniquely-born Son, in order that every one who believes in Him might not perish, but might have eternal life.”



(2)  Jn 3:36, “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; however, he who disobeys the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.”



(3)  Jn 4:14, “but whoever drinks from the water which I will give to him will absolutely not thirst forever; but the water which I will give to him will become in him a well of water bubbling up to eternal life.”



(4)  Jn 5:24, “Truly, truly, I say to you that he who hears My message, and believes the One who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life.”



(5)  Jn 6:27, “Do not work for the food which is ruined, but the food which endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you, for God the Father has set His seal on Him.”



(6)  Jn 6:40, “For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him might keep on having eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day.”


(7)  Jn 6:47, “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes has eternal life.”



(8)  Jn 6:54, “He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”



(9)  Jn 10:28, “furthermore I give eternal life to them, and they will absolutely not perish forever; in addition someone will not snatch them out of My hand.”



(10)  Jn 12:25, “He who loves his life loses it, and he who hates his life in this world will preserve it for eternal life.”

2.  “Therefore the things which I speak, just as the Father has spoken to Me, so I am speaking.’”

a.  As a consequence and result of the Father’s commandments being eternal life, Jesus asserts that the things which He says are exactly what the Father has spoken to Him.


b.  There are two viewpoints regarding when this conversation took place.



(1)  Some would assert that this conversation took place before the incarnation of Jesus.  The perfect tense of the verb (‘has spoken’) indicates a completed action in the past which implies that the Father did this speaking to Jesus before He came to earth in His first advent.



(2)  Others would assert that because Jesus is eternal God and omniscient, God the Father doesn’t need to tell His deity what to say or how to say it.  Therefore, this conversation refers to what the Father told the humanity of Christ to do prior to His public ministry.  This means that the Father could have spoken to Jesus at any time from His birth to His baptism by John.  The perfect tense of the verb would still be applied in the same sense.  This viewpoint/interpretation of what is said here is probably the most correct because of the statement in Jn 8:28, “Therefore Jesus said, ‘When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that ‘I am’, and I do nothing from the source of Myself, but as the Father has taught Me I speak these things.”  The deity of Christ did not and could not be taught anything; however, the humanity of Christ definitely had to be taught (cf. Lk 2:52a, “And Jesus kept increasing in wisdom”).


c.  Another position taken by some scholars is that God the Father told Jesus what to say on every occasion just before He spoke the words.  This would make Jesus nothing more than the Father’s puppet and is highly unlikely.


d.  The point Jesus is making here is that God the Father at some point in the past had a conversation with His Son and told Him what He wanted Him to say during His first advent.  Jesus has done and is doing exactly what the Father wanted communicated to man.  The implication here is that Jesus is the faithful and accurate representative and ambassador for God the Father.


e.  Since the message of God the Father is eternal life for anyone who believes in Jesus, and since Jesus is speaking exactly what the Father commanded Him to say, the eternal life that Jesus promises is exactly what the Father has promised and is therefore guaranteed.


f.  The message of the gospel, the promise of eternal life, the command to believe in Christ in order to have that eternal life is what Jesus declared and the exact presentation of what the Father has told Jesus to say.  Nothing has been twisted, distorted, or misrepresented.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Jesus’ words determine people’s eternal destinies, not only because of who He is but also because He speaks for His Father.  Therefore, no one can reject His words with impunity.   Though fully equal in nature to the Father, Jesus assumed a submissive role during the incarnation.  He spoke only the words [message] the Father gave Him, which are unchangeable and absolute (Mt 5:18; 24:35; 1 Pet 1:25).”


b.  “The last word of the entire first half of John’s Gospel is LALEW (=to speak)—the great theme of these twelve chapters of John: Jesus’ public testimony.  And the last summary of John centers in these three: the Word—faith—life everlasting.”

� Lenski, p. 899.


� MacArthur, J. (2008). MacArthur NT Commentary - John 12-21 (p. 56). Chicago, IL: Moody Publishers.


� Lenski, p. 900.
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