John 1:1
John 12:44



 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Then” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb KRAZW, which means “to shout; to cry out.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

With this we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, meaning “to say: said.”  The morphology of this verb is the same as the previous verb.

“Then Jesus cried out and said,”
 is the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present active participle of the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun, meaning “He who.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on and/or a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that people produce the action of believing in Jesus.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “in Me” and referring to Jesus.  This is followed by the negative OU, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which views the action as a fact without reference to its progress or completion.


The active voice indicates that the person who believes in Jesus produces the action of not believing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “in Me” and referring to Jesus.

“‘He who believes in Me does not believe in Me”
 is the adversative use of the conjunction ALLA, meaning “but,” followed by the preposition EIS meaning “in” plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular articular aorist active participle of the verb PEMPW, which means “to send: sent.”


The article functions as a relative pronoun, meaning “the One who.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “Me” and referring to Jesus.

“but in the One who sent Me.”
Jn 12:44 corrected translation
“Then Jesus cried out and said, ‘He who believes in Me does not believe in Me but in the One who sent Me.”
Explanation:
1.  “Then Jesus cried out and said,”

a.  Previously in verse 36 John told us that Jesus had finished teaching on the Temple grounds and “after going away, He hid from them.”  The statement “Jesus cried out” indicates public teaching.  Therefore, what we have here is retroactive exposition, which is a common Hebrew style of writing.  After concluding an address, a Hebrew writer would go back over the same material again for emphasis.  This is exactly what Moses did in writing Genesis chapters one and two.

b.  Now suddenly it appears that Jesus returns to the Temple for one more teaching session.  However, such is probably not the case.  The sayings in verses 44 through 50 are a compilation of various sayings repeated by Jesus during the first half of this gospel, and compiled together by John to emphasize the major themes of Jesus’ teaching to the Jews, which they rejected.


c.  John summarizes some of the critical sayings of Jesus that the nation of Israel rejected as the truth.  These sayings appear to be an afterthought by John, which Jesus actually said before He hid Himself from the Jewish leaders.


d.  These sayings could also be a compilation of sayings, covering a multitude of visits to the Temple, or a final summary of some of Jesus’ most important points that John does not want His audience to forget.


e.  “This section opens with the words ‘Jesus cried out,’ which sound much like a public proclamation.  But at 12:36b it had already been announced that Jesus had finished addressing them and ‘hid himself’.  This apparent inconsistency (like the one at 14:31 where Jesus said, ‘Rise, let us depart hence’ and then continued to speak for three more chapters) has led to several suggested revisions in the order of the text, such as that of Bernard, who places this section before Jesus’ departure and hiding.  Brown merely considers it to be an ‘unattached discourse’ that has been added, and Bultmann completely reworks it in his structuring of John.”
  Note that none of these biblical scholars conclude that John simply added his own (or Jesus’) editorial conclusion summarizing the critical teachings of Jesus.

2.  “‘He who believes in Me does not believe in Me”

a.  Jesus makes a startling statement that is designed to make people stop and think.  Without the last half of this statement, what is said here is nonsensical.  To say that a person who does something does not do it is nonsense.


b.  What this does tell us that anyone is capable of believing in Jesus (with the exception of those who are incapacitated mentally—born mentally impaired).  It tells us that all people have free will, and can use that free will to make a decision for or against Jesus.

3.  “but in the One who sent Me.”

a.  This clause is the contrast that makes the statement make sense.  When a person believes in Jesus, they really believe in the One who sent Jesus and the One who sent Jesus is God the Father.


b.  Jesus has mentioned throughout His ministry that God the Father is the One sending Him: Christ, sent by the Father, Mt 10:40; 15:24; 21:37; Mk 9:37; 12:6; Lk 4:18, 43; 9:48; 10:16; Jn 3:17; 5:36, 38; 6:29, 57; 7:29; 8:42; 10:36; 11:42; 17:3, 8, 18a, 21, 23, 25; 20:21.”


c.  Believing in Jesus as the Messiah is believing that God the Father sent the Son as the Messiah.  The converse of this statement is true as well—the person who does not believe that Jesus is the Messiah does not believe that God the Father did not send the Son, which makes God a liar.  This point was not lost on the Jews who heard Jesus say this.  They understood that Jesus was telling them that if they did not believe He was the Messiah, then they were also saying that God the Father was a liar.  1 Jn 2:22-23, “Who is the liar but the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ?  This one is the antichrist—the one who repudiates the Father and the Son.  Everyone who disclaims association with the Son also does not have [fellowship with] the Father.  The one who acknowledges [professes allegiance to] the Son also has [fellowship with] the Father.”
4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Verses 44–50 contain a statement by Jesus of the importance of personal response to his mission.  It is as if Jesus, having withdrawn, returned to make one last public announcement before devoting himself specifically to his disciples.  Alternatively, it is possible to regard the words Jesus cried out as containing a general summary of his teaching at the conclusion of his ministry.  There are familiar themes here.  John concludes the public ministry of Jesus with a statement which stresses the importance of his teaching.”


b.  “The statement here highlights the relationship of the Father and the Son in terms of several important themes.  It presupposes representative unity that was introduced in the opening verse of the Prologue in terms of the Word and God (1:1) and was stated most emphatically in the conflict setting of the Festival Cycle just before the Jews attempted to stone Jesus (Jn 10:30).  Moreover, the idea that Jesus had been sent on mission to represent God and to ‘make him known’ is a theme that is introduced in the concluding verse of the Prologue (Jn 1:8).  The verbs for ‘sent’ (APOSTELLW and PEMPW) form a continual refrain in the Gospel.  Behind this type of statement stands a concept of Jesus as an agent of God in the carrying out of God’s purposes on earth.”


c.  “Since Jesus had already withdrawn, the words recorded in verses 44–50 were not spoken on this occasion.  John included them here to summarize Christ’s public ministry to Israel, which had ended.  The truths they contain emphasize the importance of the Savior’s ministry and the fatal error of refusing to believe in Him.  They also reveal several consequences of both belief and unbelief.  Jesus’ statement, He who believes in Me, does not believe in Me but in Him who sent Me, is reminiscent of similar statements in Jn 5:24; 8:19; and 10:38 (cf. 13:20; 14:6).  It emphasizes the impossibility of believing in the Father apart from believing in Jesus Christ.  Those who believe in Christ enjoy a personal knowledge of both the Father and the Son (Jn 14:23).”


d.  “In John 12:44–50 we have our Lord’s last message before He ‘hid Himself’ from the people.  Again, the emphasis was on faith.  A number of the basic themes in John’s Gospel run through this message: God sent the Son; to see the Son means to see the Father; Jesus is the Light of the world; His words are the very words of God; faith in Him brings salvation; to reject Him is to face eternal judgment. In fact, the very Word that He spoke will judge those who have rejected it and Him!”


e.  “It is natural to suppose that we have here the evangelist’s reminiscences of what Jesus had publicly uttered at a previous time.”


f.  “Jesus has completed his public teaching.  Having stated and explained in relation to scripture the unbelief of the Jews toward that teaching, John now closes the Book of Signs with an exposition of the grounds of faith in Jesus and the salvation that results from believing in him.  This he does by selecting major emphases of the teaching of Jesus earlier recorded.”


g.  “Now that the public ministry is complete and John has reflected on the rejection Jesus has met, a final statement from Jesus is given.  It is not located either in place or time.  The statement weaves together many major motifs from the first twelve chapters, the main theme being the salvation and judgment that have come through Jesus and that are all grounded in the Father.”


h.  “John adds another paragraph in which he combines previous utterances of Jesus and fashions them into a brief summary of Jesus’ call and testimony to His nation.  It is the evangelist who here sums up from all the utterances of Jesus the essentials of His testimony to the Jews.”
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