John 1:1
John 12:41



 is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these things.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIPON, meaning “to say: said.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Isaiah produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun ĒSAIAS, meaning “Isaiah.”  Then we have the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIDON, meaning “to see: he saw.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Isaiah produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun DOXA plus the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “His glory.”

“Isaiah said these things because he saw His glory,”
 is the consequential use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and so,” followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb LALEW, meaning “to speak: he spoke.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Isaiah produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the preposition PERI plus the adverbial general of reference from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “about Him” and referring to Jesus.

“and so he spoke about Him.”
Jn 12:41 corrected translation
“Isaiah said these things because he saw His glory, and so he spoke about Him.”
Explanation:
1.  “Isaiah said these things because he saw His glory,”

a.  Isaiah said what John records in Jn 12:38 (‘Lord, who has believed our message?  And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?’, Isa 53:1) and Jn 12:40 (‘He has blinded their eyes and He hardened their heart, in order that they would not see with their eyes and perceive with their heart and be turned around and I heal them’, Isa 6:10) because Isaiah prophetically saw the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ in His first advent.  The phrase “these things” refers to the two quotes from Isaiah just mentioned.  (Notice that contrary to ‘modern scholars’ who insist that there are two separate authors of the book of Isaiah—one for the first half and a different author for the second half—the apostle John recognizes only one author for both parts of the book.  So much for ‘modern liberal scholarship’.)


b.  The question then becomes, “When did Isaiah see the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ?  Did he see the glory of Jesus at the moment of his vision?  Or did he see the glory of Jesus during the first advent.


c.  According to the context of the Isa 6:1-10 Isaiah saw the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ filling the temple at the moment of his vision.  Isa 6:1-5 says, “In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, lofty and exalted, with the train of His robe filling the temple.  Seraphim stood above Him, each having six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.  And one called out to another and said, ‘Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts, the whole earth is full of His glory.’  And the foundations of the thresholds trembled at the voice of him who called out, while the temple was filling with smoke.  Then I said, ‘Woe is me, for I am ruined!  Because I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.”  This means that John is saying that Isaiah said what he said in Isa 6:10 because of what he saw and described in Isa 6:1-5.


d.  Some biblical interpreters say that Isaiah saw the glory the Lord Jesus Christ manifest during His first advent, and this is what John is referring to.  Their rationale is that Isaiah was permitted to look into the future and see the first advent of Christ and what He saw was a demonstration of the glory of God in the person and work of Jesus.  Therefore, Isaiah wrote about what He saw prophetically.  How was the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ manifest during His first advent?



(1)  It was manifest by His graciousness, kindness, thoughtfulness, and unconditional love.



(2)  It was manifest by every miracle He performed.  “This divine glory or power in Jesus was manifested perceptibly in the miracles.”



(3)  It was manifest by His teaching—as no one had ever taught before.



(4)  It was manifest by His transfiguration.



(5)  If was manifest by His willingness to sacrifice Himself for the sins of mankind.  “For St. John, it is especially in his passion that Jesus is glorified, because his death is not only that of a martyr showing his patience, faith, and confidence in God, but is also the manifestation of God present and acting in him to save the world (2 Cor 5:19) and ratifying the accomplishment of his mission through the redemption of humanity, a common labor manifesting the love of the Father and of the Son.”


e.  Isaiah wasn’t the only Old Testament person to see Christ’s incarnation prophetically.  So did Abraham, Jn 8:56, “Abraham, your father, rejoiced that he will see My day, and he saw and rejoiced.’”


f.  The personal pronoun “His” could refer to God the Father, but since the context is about the first advent of Jesus, it more likely refers to our Lord Jesus Christ.

2.  “and so he spoke about Him.”

a.  And having seen the person and work of Jesus in His first advent, Isaiah spoke about the Lord Jesus Christ when he wrote Isaiah 6 and Isaiah 53.


b.  John did exactly what Isaiah did.  Jn 1:14, “And the Word became flesh, and tabernacled among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the uniquely-begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.”

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “John’s comment in verse 41 raises difficulties.  In what sense did he mean that Isaiah saw Jesus’ glory, or God’s glory?  In view of the because in this verse it would seem that John saw a direct connection between Isaiah’s message and the mission of Christ.  John probably has in mind the Suffering Servant of Isaiah as pointing to Christ himself.  What he saw was the glory of the one who was to come.  If, on the other hand, Isaiah actually foresaw the glory of God in Jesus, it would presuppose that Jesus had an active role in the messages of the OT prophets. But the former explanation is to be preferred.”
  Isaiah seeing the glory of God in Jesus doesn’t presuppose anything.  This is theological double-talk.


b.  “In concluding his citation from Isaiah, the evangelist draws the fascinating and somewhat perplexing observation to the effect that the prophet made this statement because Isaiah saw his glory and spoke about him.  Coming immediately after the question in Isa 6:10–11, it is not impossible that the prophet had in mind the earlier part of that text (Isa 6:1–4), where there is described Isaiah’s vision in the Temple of God and the long royal robe.  Although the response of the seraph included praise to God for his glory, the passage does not speak precisely of a vision of God’s glory.  But the Aramaic Targum [the Jewish interpretation of the text] on this text reads ‘the glory of the shekinah of the Lord.’  If the Isaiah text were so interpreted by rabbis at that time, it is not impossible that John saw there a reference to Jesus in a manner somewhat similar to the way he viewed the statement about Abraham seeing his day (cf. John 8:56).”


c.  “Before turning to the second cause of Israel’s unbelief, John inserted the important footnote, ‘These things Isaiah said because he saw His glory, and he spoke of Him.’  It reveals several important truths.  First, Isa 6:10, which John had just quoted, referred to Isaiah’s vision of God (cf. Isa 6:5).  That the apostle applied it to Jesus Christ clearly testifies to His deity.  John’s statement also shows that Israel’s prophesied unbelief was specifically unbelief in Christ.  Further, it reveals that Jesus, in keeping with His role as judge, is the one who judicially hardened Israel.  Finally John, inspired by the Holy Spirit, attributed both quotes (6:10; 53:1) to Isaiah.  That makes it clear that he was the author of the entire book (as opposed to modern critical scholarship, which attributes Isaiah to multiple authors).”


d.  “In a vision Isaiah … saw ‘the Lord Almighty’ (literally ‘Yahweh of hosts,’ or ‘Yahweh of armies’; Isa 6:3).  John wrote that this glory Isaiah saw was Jesus’ glory.  The implication is startling: Jesus is Yahweh! (Cf. Jn 1:18; 10:30; 20:28; Col 2:9.)”
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