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

 is the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb TUPHLOW, which means “to blind.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action and is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has.”


The active voice indicates that God has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “their” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and noun OPHTHALMOS, meaning “eyes.”  This is followed by the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb PWROW, meaning “to harden; petrify.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that God produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the possessive genitive from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “their” plus the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun KARDIA, meaning “heart.”

“‘He has blinded their eyes and He hardened their heart,”
 is the conjunction HINA, which introduces a purpose clause and means “in order that.”  Then we have the negative MĒ, meaning “not” plus the third person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb EIDON, meaning “to see.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the entire past action as a potential future action.  It is translated by the auxiliary verb “would.”


The active voice indicates that the unbelievers of the world would produce the action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose with a potential future application.

This is followed by the instrumental of means from the masculine plural article, used as a personal pronoun plus the noun OPHTHALMOS, meaning “with their eyes.”  Then we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb NOEW, which means “to comprehend, perceive Mt 16:9; Mk 8:17; (Isa 44:18) Jn 12:40.”
  The morphology is the same as the previous aorist active subjunctive.  This is followed by the instrumental of means from the feminine singular article, used as a personal pronoun plus the noun KARDIA, meaning “with their heart.”  Then we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person plural aorist passive subjunctive from the verb STREPHW, which means “to experience an inward change; in the passive voice used in an active sense: make a turn-about, turn around Mt 18:3; Jn 12:40.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the entire future action as a potential fact.


The passive voice indicates that these unbelievers might not receive the action of being turned around.

The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose with a potential future application.

“in order that they would not see with their eyes and perceive with their heart and be turned around”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the first person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb IAOMAI, which means “to restore; heal.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form, but active in meaning with the subject (Jesus/God) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them” and referring to Jewish unbelievers, and by extension to all unbelievers.

“and I heal them.’”
Jn 12:40 corrected translation
“‘He has blinded their eyes and He hardened their heart, in order that they would not see with their eyes and perceive with their heart and be turned around and I heal them.’”
Explanation:
1.  “‘He has blinded their eyes and He hardened their heart,”

a.  Isa 6:10 says, “Render the hearts of this people insensitive.”  The LXX says, “For the heart of the this people has been made fat,” which figuratively means “to be insensitive.”  So John uses neither the original Hebrew or Greek translation, but interprets it for the sake of what his readers/hearers will understand.



(1)  Jesus makes a similar statement in Mk 4:12, “so that while seeing, they may see and not perceive, and while hearing, they may hear and not understand, otherwise they might return and be forgiven.”



(2)  Acts 28:25-27, Paul has his final conversation with the leading Jews in Rome.  His final statement to them is the final statement of the word of God to them as well.  “Now when they were in disagreement with one another, they began going away, after Paul had said one [final] statement, ‘The Holy Spirit rightly spoke through Isaiah the prophet to your fathers, saying, ‘Go to this people and say, ‘You will keep on hearing with the ear, and will never understand; and seeing, you will see and never perceive; For the heart of this people has become dull, and with their ears they hear with difficulty, and they have closed their eyes, lest they might see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart and they might turn around, and I would heal them.’”


b.  The subject “He” in Isaiah 6 refers to the “voice of the Lord.”  Therefore, it is God who is producing the action of blinding the eyes of the Jews and hardening their heart.


c.  The blinding of the eyes refers to the fact that the Jews of Jesus’ day kept on seeing Him perform hundreds of miracles, and yet they refused to believe that they were miracles.  No matter how many people Jesus healed or fed or helped in some other way, the Jews generally just refused to believe that this humble, gracious, kind, loving man was the Messiah.


d.  Hardening the heart refers to causing a person to become more and more adamantly and obstinately stubborn about something.


e.  God never starts out making people blind to the truth and making people stubbornly reject it.  People do this to themselves until God finally gives up on trying to change their minds.  After a hundred times saying, “No, I don’t believe in Jesus,” God continues to give the person a hundred more times to believe, so that they become even more entrenched in their stubborn disbelief.  We might say that God cures the concrete in their eyes and heart after they have poured the concrete into the mold.  God isn’t responsible for negative volition.  But once that negative volition gets to a point of no return, then God gives more opportunities for the person to solidify their antagonistic position against God.  This is why Pharaoh hardened his own heart in the first five plagues against Egypt and God hardened Pharaoh’s heart in the last five plagues.


f.  God the Father kept giving the Jews overwhelming evidence to believe in Jesus as the Christ right up to two days before His crucifixion, so that in the end the people had so solidified their rejection of Jesus that God is said to have blinded their eyes and hardened their hearts.  God gave them the final opportunities they needed to set their negative volition in concrete.


g.  A simple analogy that helps us understand what the Jews are doing and what God then does is this: the Jews slam the door shut in the face of Jesus; God the Father then locked the door.

2.  “in order that they would not see with their eyes and perceive with their heart and be turned around”

a.  Then John tells us the reason or purpose for God blinding the eyes of the Jewish unbelievers and hardening their hearts.  The negative volition of the Jews was so great, so complete, and so irreversible that God did not want them to recognize their Messiah and understand that Jesus was their God.  The Jews hated Jesus so much and rejected Jesus so much that God the Father no longer wanted them to see and believe.  They had had their chances an overwhelming number of times and their rejection and hatred just kept on increasing to the point where God say, “I can’t take any more.”  This is anthropomorphic language; for the attitude and plan of God never changed from before the foundation of the world.


b.  The Jews had a history of rejecting the God of Israel from the time of the Exodus generation and Moses’ prediction of their rejection of the Messiah through most of their generations until the first advent of Christ.  God had always wanted them to be turned around and sent prophet after prophet to turn them around.  Some generations did turn around and believe, but most of the generations of the Jews did not.  Finally, God sent His Son, thinking that this would make the difference (language of accommodation), but it did not.  As in the parable, the Jews said, “This is the heir; come, let us kill him and seize his inheritance,” Mt 21:33ff.  The Jews didn’t want Jesus as their Messiah; they wanted Jesus dead, so they could do what they wanted.


c.  Being turned around refers to a change of mind about the person and work of Jesus.  God had wanted the Jews to turn around for 1500 years.  He had done everything He could to get them to change their minds about His plan for them and they refused Him time and time again.  Finally, with rejection of the Son of God and adamant desire to kill Him, God the Father had had enough.  He wanted them to change their minds no more.  They could have their negative volition and live with it for the rest of human history until the Tribulation and second advent of Christ.
3.  “and I heal them.’”

a.  This refers to the spiritual healing of the soul by faith in Christ.


b.  The soul of man is sick, desperately wicked, and totally depraved.  The human soul has to be healed by regeneration.  This regeneration of the human soul can only be accomplished by God and is only accomplished when a person changing their mind about the Lord Jesus Christ.


c.  The unbeliever has to want to see Jesus for who He really is.  The unbeliever has to want to understand Jesus as the God with unconditional love for him or her.  The unbeliever has see, understand, and believe that God loves them, and change their mind about God the Son.  Then God will heal their soul by regenerating it.  This was the offer that God made to the Jews from the time of Abraham till the time of Jesus.  This was the offer the Jews rejected throughout their history.  Moses and Isaiah as well as others predicted it.  Jesus was the final recipient of this rejection to the point that God the Father said, “That’s enough” and solidified it.  As Paul says, “hardening in part has happened to Israel until which time the fullness of the Gentiles has come in,” Rom 11:25.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Israel’s rejection of Jesus Christ was the culmination of years of rebellion, misused privileges, and forsaking of divine truth.  The terrible result was that when the truth came in the person of Jesus Christ, many could not believe.  Thinking they could see, they were in reality spiritually blind.  But God’s sovereign, judicial hardening of Israel did not negate the culpability of those who refused to believe in Christ.  As Leon Morris notes, ‘When John quotes “he hath blinded their eyes …” he does not mean that the blinding takes place without the will, or against the will of these people.… These men chose evil.  It was their own deliberate choice, their own fault.  Make no mistake about that’ (The Gospel According to John, The New International Commentary on the New Testament [Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1979], p. 604).  D. A. Carson adds, ‘God’s judicial hardening is not presented as the capricious manipulation of an arbitrary potentate cursing morally neutral or even morally pure beings, but as a holy condemnation of a guilty people who are condemned to do and be what they themselves have chosen’ (John, p. 448–49).”


b.  “Then John again quoted from Isaiah (6:10) to explain that the nation as a whole was unable to believe.  Because they constantly rejected God’s revelation, He had punished them with judicial blindness and deadened … hearts.  People in Jesus’ day, like those in Isaiah’s day, refused to believe.  They ‘would not believe’ (Jn 12:37); therefore they could not believe (verse 39).  Similar illustrations of God’s punishing of persistent sin by hardening are common.”


c.  “It would be contrary to the entire Scriptures to assume an arbitrary, deterministic will of God, commanding the prophet to declare the unbelief of the Jews and then, in order to make good the prediction, himself to cause this unbelief in the hearts of the people concerned.  This is not a blinding and hardening decreed in advance by an absolute will, forcing damnation upon men; but a judicial and punitive decree upon those whose obduracy God infallibly foresees.  The announcement of their fate in advance by prophecy is due to the foreknowledge of God, which declares that they who will not believe and be saved shall not believe and find salvation.”


d.  “The hardness of heart found in these opponents is that which rejects God’s offer of mercy.  Specifically, it is His offer of healing that they reject.  This offer of healing, which has blinded and hardened, has come from God through Christ.”
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