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
 is the vocative masculine singular from the noun PATĒR, meaning “Father” and referring to God the Father.  Then we have the second person singular aorist active imperative from the verb DOXAZW, which means “to glorify.”

The aorist tense is constative/historical aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that God the Father is to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a request, not a command.

This is followed by the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “Your” and the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun ONOMA, “name” or “person.”
“Father, glorify Your person.’”
 is the temporal/continual use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Then” plus the third person singular present/aorist active indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come: came.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that a voice produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.
This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun PHWNĒ, meaning “a voice.”  Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of origin/source from the masculine singular article and noun OURANOS, meaning “from heaven.”
“Then a voice came from heaven:”
 is the Attic Greek KAI…KAI construction, which means “both…and.”  Then we have the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb DOXAZW, which means “to glorify.”

The aorist tense is culminative aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety as a fact with emphasis on its completion.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”


The active voice indicates that God the Father has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the adverb of time PALIN, meaning “again.”  Finally, we have the first person singular future active indicative from the verb DOXAZW, which means “to glorify.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that God the Father will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

There is no direct object “[it], but it is implied from the previous accusative direct object “Your person” in the request by Jesus.
“‘I have both glorified [it], and will glorify [it] again.’”
Jn 12:28 corrected translation
“Father, glorify Your person.’  Then a voice came from heaven: ‘I have both glorified [it], and will glorify [it] again.’”
Explanation:
1.  “Father, glorify Your person.’”

a.  This statement properly belongs to the previous verse, showing again that the verse divisions in the English Bible are not inspired by God.  This is the end of Jesus’ statement that began in verse 23:

“The hour has come, in order for the Son of Man to be glorified.  Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat, after falling to the earth, dies, it remains alone; however, if it dies, it bears much fruit.  He who loves his life loses it, and he who hates his life in this world will preserve it for eternal life.  If anyone serves Me, he must follow Me; and where I am, there also My servant will be; if anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him.  Now My soul is troubled; and what shall I say, ‘Father, save Me from this hour’?  But for this purpose I came to this hour.  Father, glorify Your person.”

b.  Knowing that His crucifixion is imminent, God the Son asks God the Father for the one thing He knows must happen by His crucifixion—the glorification of God the Father.  How is God the Father glorified by the crucifixion of Jesus?


(1)  The willingness of Jesus to die spiritually on the Cross by receiving the imputation of the sins of the world and their judgment demonstrates in the ultimate fashion the unconditional love of God for His creatures: “For God so loved that world that He gave His uniquely-born Son…” Jn 3:16.  The love of God is thus glorified.


(2)  The willingness of God the Father to judge the sins of the world in Jesus on the Cross demonstrated to the fallen angels that what the righteousness of God demanded (the punishment of sin), the justice of God executed (the judgment of man’s sins on the Cross).  This proved in the ultimate fashion that Satan and the fallen angels judgment was sealed; for if God was willing to judge His own Son as a substitutionary sacrifice for man, then they were not going to get away with anything.  The righteousness and justice of God is thus glorified.


(3)  The resurrection of the humanity of Christ after the Cross demonstrates the faithfulness of God in keeping His promise of the offer of eternal life and the glorification of that eternal life.  Thus the eternal life, omnipotence, and veracity of God is glorified.



(4)  The fact that the Cross, deaths, and resurrection of Jesus occur for the salvation of many sons, who are brought into glory demonstrates the omniscience of God in designing a perfect plan of salvation.  Thus the omniscience of God is glorified.



(5)  The fact that Satan did everything He could to try and stop the humanity of Jesus from coming in the first advent, and then to sin during the first advent, and finally to try and get Jesus to come down from the Cross, but was unsuccessful in everything, demonstrates the sovereignty of God in His will, plan, and purpose for the first advent of God the Son.  Thus His sovereignty is glorified.


(6)  The fact that the Father’s plan was designed in eternity past, revealed in time, and executed just as He said it would be demonstrates the immutability of God.



(7)  The omnipresence of God is glorified by the ascension and session of Christ at the right hand of the Father.

c.  Therefore, every aspect of the essence of God is glorified by the crucifixion, spiritual death, judgment, physical death, resurrection, ascension, and session of Christ.


d.  Jesus asked God the Father to glorify His person (not His name; the Greek word ONOMOS means both ‘name’ and ‘person’).  Asking God to glorify His person is the same thing as Jesus will say in the Garden of Gethsemane, “Not My will, but Yours be done,” Lk 22:42.  Jesus is asking God the Father to do whatever needs to be done to glorify His person, which is Jesus’ agreement with the Father’s plan for Him to go to the Cross and be judged for the sins of the world.  The second meaning of ONOMOS is explained by Vine’s Expository Dictionary as follows: “for all that a name implies, of authority, character, rank, majesty, power, excellence, etc., of everything that the name covers: of the Name of God as expressing His attributes, etc., e.g., Mt 6:9; Lk 1:49; Jn 12:28; 17:6, 26; Rom 15:9; 1 Tim 6:1; Heb 13:15; Rev 13:6.”

2.  “Then a voice came from heaven:”

a.  God the Father immediately heard and answered the prayer of our Lord.

b.  There is no question that this voice is none other than God the Father.  Jesus addressed His prayer to the Father and the Father responds with the first person singular “I have.”  No angel would dare assume the prerogative of God the Father and answer Jesus in this manner.
3.  “‘I have both glorified [it], and will glorify [it] again.’”

a.  God the Father answers God the Son’s prayer, so that all can hear, not just Jesus.  Since this statement was made from the throne room of the third heaven, every elect angel in the third heaven and every fallen angel in the stellar universe could hear the answer.  The elect angels rejoice, while the fallen angels tremble.


b.  The first phrase says that God the Father glorified His person in the past (the culminative aorist emphasizes a past completed action).  When did God the Father glorify His person in the past?  He did so throughout the first advent of Jesus, but specifically and most recently, when He raised Lazarus from the dead.
  Jn 11:40-41, “Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not say to you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?’  Therefore they removed the stone.  Then Jesus lifted His eyes upward, and said, ‘Father, I give thanks to You that You have heard Me.”  Jesus prayed; the Father answered the prayer; Lazarus was resuscitated, and God was glorified.


c.  The second clause says that God the Father will glorify His person again.  When will God the Father glorify His person again?  He will do so when He raises Jesus from the dead.  This is a direct promise from God the Father to the humanity of Christ that He will raise Him from the dead.  God the Father kept this promise, which again glorifies His person.


d.  “The words of the voice are intriguing.  The use of the aorist/past tense can hardly refer here to Jesus’ preexistent glory but must refer to his life and work as a whole on earth up to the hour.  The future when linked with ‘again’ seems to be a reference to his forthcoming death-resurrection experience and his return to the presence of the Father.”

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “In keeping with that resolve, Jesus prayed essentially the same prayer that He would soon pray in Gethsemane: ‘Not My will, but Yours be done’ (Lk 22:42).  Our Lord’s request indicates that as He had done perfectly throughout His life, He would glorify the name of the Father in His death.  God receives glory when His attributes are manifested, and nowhere was His magnanimous love for helpless sinners (Rom 5:8), His holy wrath against sin (Rom 5:9), His perfect justice (Rom 3:26), His redeeming grace (Heb 2:9), His forgiving mercy (Col 2:13–14), or His infinite wisdom (1 Cor 1:22–24) more clearly seen than in the substitutionary, propitiatory death of His Son.  For the third time in Christ’s earthly ministry, the Father’s voice came audibly out of heaven.  On the other occasions, at Jesus’ baptism (Mt 3:17) and the transfiguration (Mt 17:5), the Father’s voice affirmed that He was pleased with His Son.  Now, as the cross approached, the Father again authenticated Him, thus reassuring the disciples that Christ’s impending death in no way signified His disapproval.  On the contrary, just as He had already glorified His name through Jesus’ life and ministry, He would glorify it again through His death.  Christ’s sacrifice on the cross and His resurrection would mark not only the successful completion of the mission the Father had given Him to ‘seek and to save that which was lost’ (Lk 19:10) and to ‘give His life a ransom for many’ (Mk 10:45), but also His return to His full glory in the Father’s presence.”


b.  “Jesus willingly expressed His submission to the will of the Father in the words, Father, glorify Your name!”
  This is an important point to remember—Jesus again demonstrates His total obedience to the will of the Father in facing the Cross.

c.  “The prayer received a reply from heaven!  God the Father spoke to His Son and gave Him a double assurance: the Son’s past life and ministry had glorified the Father, and the Son’s future suffering and death would glorify the Father.”


d.  “Here as at the other occasions [the baptism of Jesus and the Transfiguration] the positive proof is given that the Father and the Son are two distinct persons.”


e.  “The glory of the Father is the sum of the divine attributes or any portion of them.  Jesus prays that the Father may help him carry His redemptive work to completion, thereby displaying His truth, love, righteousness, power, etc., to all the universe.”
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