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
 is the third class conditional particle EAN, meaning “If” and it may or may not happen.  Then we have the dative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “Me” and referring to Jesus.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “someone; anyone.”  Then we have the third person singular present active subjunctive from the verb DIAKONEW, which means “to serve.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which regards the action in its entirety as a fact without any reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the subject “anyone” produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, used in the protasis of a third class conditional clause to indicate possibility or probability.

This is followed by the dative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “Me” and referring to Jesus.  Then we have the third person singular present/aorist active imperative from the verb AKOLOUTHEW, which means “to follow.”

The present tense is a customary present for an action that is reasonably expected to occur.

The active voice indicates that the subject “anyone” produces the action.


The imperative mood is a command and in the third person is translated by the auxiliary verb “must.”

“If anyone serves Me, he must follow Me;”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the conjunction of place HOPOU, meaning “where.”  Then we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: I am.”

The present tense is a futuristic present, because of the future tense used in the second clause “My servant will also be.”  The idea is: where I am in the future, My servant will also be.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produces the state of being somewhere.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I.”  Then we have the adverb of place EKEI, meaning “there,” followed by the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun DIAKONOS, meaning “servant” plus the nominative masculine singular article and first person singular adjective EMOS, meaning “My” and referring to Jesus.  This is followed by the third person singular future deponent middle indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: will be.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form, but active in meaning with the subject (My servant) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“and where I am, there also My servant will be;”
 is the third class conditional particle EAN, meaning “If” and it may or may not happen.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “someone; anyone.”  Then we have the dative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “Me” and referring to Jesus.  This is followed by the third person singular present active subjunctive from the verb DIAKONEW, which means “to serve.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which regards the action in its entirety as a fact without any reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the subject “anyone” produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, used in the protasis of a third class conditional clause to indicate possibility or probability.

Then we have the third person singular future active indicative from the verb TIMAW, which means “to honor, revere.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that God the Father will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “him,” referring to the person who serves Jesus.  Finally, we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR, meaning “the Father” and referring to God the Father.

“if anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him.”
Jn 12:26 corrected translation
“If anyone serves Me, he must follow Me; and where I am, there also My servant will be; if anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him.”
Explanation:
1.  “If anyone serves Me, he must follow Me;”

a.  Jesus continues teaching in the Temple grounds prior to the Passover in 30 A.D.  He is talking to Andrew and Philip as well as anyone else who overhears His conversation with them.

b.  Jesus is aware that there are those who believe in Him and serve Him with the disciples being the primary examples.  The third class condition of this ‘if clause’ indicates that people have the option of serving Jesus or not doing so.  This assumes the existence of free will in mankind.  People are free to believe in Jesus or not.  People are free to serve Him or not.

c.  In order to serve Jesus, a person must follow Jesus.  Following someone is an act of obedience.  Whatever the leader wants, the followers do.  Therefore, serving Jesus is the equivalent of obeying Jesus.  A servant is obedient to the wishes and desires of the Master.


d.  For the unbeliever serving or following Jesus means believing in Him.  For the believer serving or following Jesus means obeying Him.
2.  “and where I am, there also My servant will be;”

a.  Jesus adds an additional fact that will always be true both in time and eternity.  Wherever Jesus happens to be (whether on earth or in heaven), there also the servants or followers of Jesus will be.

b.  This has a double application.  When Jesus is on earth during His millennial reign, all believers of human history will be there with Him.  When Jesus is in heaven in the eternal state, all believers will be there with Him.  When Jesus is on the new earth, then believers will be there with Him.

c.  Since Jesus is omnipresent, there is never a time when He is not with every believer.  However, now that Jesus is in hypostatic union, His humanity is localized to one place, while His deity remains omnipresent.


d.  It is not certain, but possible that the word “servant” here is being used only for those believers who were obedient to Christ during their life on earth, and that these obedient servants have the special privilege of always being with Jesus.  However, then we encounter the problem of determining how “obedient” is “obedient?  How many less sins does it take to be considered obedient rather than non-obedient?  Therefore, it is better to consider the servant here as anyone who believes in Christ rather than a special group of “obedient” believers.
3.  “if anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him.”

a.  Jesus then concludes this statement with another third class conditional statement, which again indicates free will in believers.  Anyone can serve Jesus by believing in Him.  Anyone can serve Jesus by obeying Him after believing in Him.  Now we come to a divine promise that results from that believing and obeying.

b.  The subject “the Father” obviously refers to God the Father.  Jesus promises that those who believe in Him and follow Him will be honored by God the Father.  This honoring is related to rewards in both time and eternity, such as the crown of righteousness (2 Tim 4:8), the crown of life (Jam 1:12; Rev 2:10), and the crown of glory (1 Pet 5:4).

c.  There are rewards for time (the millennial reign of Christ) and rewards for eternity.  These are given at the Judgment Seat of Christ and at the Last Judgment.  The ultimate source of these rewards is God the Father, but they are distributed as the spoils of victory by the Lord Jesus Christ.


j.  The fact is that God is a rewarder of those seeking Him.  This fact is taught many times in the New Testament.



(1)  1 Cor 3:8, “Now the one who plants and the one who waters are one and the same, but each one will receive his own reward on the basis of his own work.”



(2)  1 Cor 3:14-15, “If the work of anyone survives, which he has built, he will receive a reward.  If the work of any person is completely burned up, he will suffer loss, but he himself will be saved, but [he will be saved] in this manner as through fire.”



(3)  2 Cor 5:10, “For it is necessary that we all must appear before the judicial bench of Christ, in order that each person might be rewarded for the things by means of the body in accordance with what he has done, whether good of intrinsic value or worthless [trivial, thoughtless, indifferent].”



(4)  Eph 6:8, “because you know that each one, if he does anything good, for this he himself will be rewarded by the Lord whether worker [employee] or free [employer].”



(5)  Phil 3:14, “I keep running to the goal for the purpose of the reward belonging to that invitation from above from God by means of Christ Jesus.”



(6)  Col 2:18, “Let no one who takes pleasure in [pseudo] humility and the worship of angels rob you of reward, taking his stand without cause on those things which he has seen, being puffed up by the thinking of his flesh [old sin nature],”



(7)  Col 3:23-24, “Whatever you do, do from the soul as to the Lord and not to men, knowing that you will receive for yourselves the reward of your inheritance.  You serve the Lord Christ.”



(8)  2 Tim 4:8, “In the future a wreath of righteousness is reserved for me, and not only to me, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will reward to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all those who have loved His appearance.”


(9)  Heb 10:35-36, “Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which keeps on having great reward.  For you have need of perseverance, in order that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised.”



(10)  2 Pet 2:13, “They cheat themselves out of reward because of unrighteousness.  They regard parties in the daytime as a pleasure.  They are stains and defects, engaging in loud, drunken parties associated with their pleasures as they feast together with you,”



(11)  2 Jn 1:8, “Look out for yourselves, that you may not lose that which you have accomplished, but receive a full reward.”



(12)  Heb 11:6, “Now without confidence in doctrine [it is] impossible to please.  For it is necessary that the one coming to God believe that He is and keeps on proving to be a rewarder to those seeking Him.”
4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Serving Christ involves following him, even unto death.  This will be rewarded by sharing the glorious future with him, including recognition by the Father.  This prospect is open to any man (Greek as well as Jew).”


b.  “The model of the self-giving and dying Jesus is to be ‘followed’ by those who would be his servants.  It is significant, indeed, that Jesus chose to identify his disciples in this text where he spells out his perspective by the designation of ‘servant’.  This term has since been applied to an officer (deacon) in almost every branch of the Christian church.  In this respect it is very instructive to remember the powerful words of Jesus to his disciples from Mark 10:42–45, namely, that authority in the church is not be exercised in the way of the world, but an officer is to be a ‘slave of all’.  It is the faithful servant whom Jesus here says will be honored by the Father.  In an ancient society where shame and honor were extremely significant, the promise of honor for one who accepts a role that has all the markings of little honor is another of the great paradoxes in the message of Jesus.  To love God in the Semitic absolute sense is to love God with the whole of one’s being (heart, soul, and mind; Dt 6:4; cf. Lk 10:27, heart, soul, strength, and mind).  To love God so much means that God has become primary and human existence has become secondary.  That was the model set by the self-giving Jesus, and that is the model Jesus calls Christians to follow.  But following Jesus must not be narrowly conceived as merely living in this life.  Following Jesus for the disciple may involve the ultimate cost of discipleship, namely the death of the disciple.  Yet the disciple is promised the ultimate honor or reward of being ‘where I am’.  This statement is packed with Johannine meaning.  While the critics did not know ‘where’ he was going (Jn 8:14), it is precisely ‘there’ that his servants ‘will be’ also.  This expectation of being with Jesus, which is further discussed in chapter 14, is the promised hope of the faithful ‘follower’ of Jesus.”


c.  “The one who serves Jesus must follow Him; ‘the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked’ (1 Jn 2:6; cf. 1:7; 3:24; 4:15; 1 Cor 11:1; Eph 5:1; 1 Thes 1:6).  So true salvation is not only affection but also direction.  To those who follow, Jesus made two ultimate and glorious promises.  First, where He is, there His servants will be also.  That is nothing less than a promise of eternal heaven.  In Jn 14:3 Jesus told His disciples, ‘If I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also’ (cf. 17:24).  In contrast, His enemies did not know where He was going (Jn 8:14; 9:29) and could not go there (Jn 7:34; 8:21).  The second blessed promise to the one who serves Jesus is that the Father will honor him.  All human honors pale into insignificance compared to the eternal honor God will bestow on those who love and serve His Son.  Those who ‘obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus [gain] with it eternal glory’ (2 Tim 2:10).  Through the death of Jesus Christ, God was ‘bringing many sons to glory’ (Heb 2:10).  Though the world may hate those who serve the Lord Jesus Christ, God’s promise still holds true: ‘Those who honor Me I will honor’ (1 Sam 2:30).  That promise, originally given to the Jews of the Old Testament, now extends through the cross to all people who truly believe.”
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