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
 is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, which is translated “And.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”  This is followed by the third person singular present middle/passive indicative from the verb APOKRINOMAI, which means “to answer.”


The present tense is a historical present, which describes a past event as happening in the present for the sake of vividness.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning with the subject (Jesus) producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of direct object from the third person masculine plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them” and referring to Andrew and Philip.  This is followed by the nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: saying.”

The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what was going on at that moment.

The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“And Jesus answered them, saying,”
 is the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come.”


The perfect tense is consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “has.”


The active voice indicates that the time for Jesus to die has produced the action of coming.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.
Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun HWRA, meaning “The hour.”  This is followed by the conjunction HINA, which introduces a purpose clause and is translated “in order for.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist passive subjunctive from the verb DOXAZW, which means “to be glorified.”


The aorist tense is a constative/futuristic aorist, which views the action in its entirety.


The passive voice indicates that the Son of Man might receive the action.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose.
Finally, we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS, meaning “the Son” plus the genitive of identity from the masculine singular article and noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “of man.”

“‘The hour has come, in order for the Son of Man to be glorified.”
Jn 12:23 corrected translation
“And Jesus answered them, saying, ‘The hour has come, in order for the Son of Man to be glorified.”
Explanation:
1.  “And Jesus answered them, saying,”

a.  After Philip and Andrew come to Jesus and tell Him that a group of Greek converts to Judaism wish to speak with Him, Jesus answers them.

b.  The object “them” is in the masculine plural, and therefore, could refer to either Philip and Andrew or the group of Greek men.  It more logically refers to Philip and Andrew, who appear from the context to have gone from the court of Gentiles to the court of the women or court of the Jews to inform Jesus of the request of these Gentiles.  So Jesus’ reply is to whatever was said by Philip and Andrew and not directly to the Greek men themselves.  In fact, John does not relate that any answer was ever given by Jesus to these Greeks.
2.  “‘The hour has come, in order for the Son of Man to be glorified.”

a.  The phrase “the hour has come” is our way of saying “the time has come” for something to happen.  It was only a few days before Passover.  Jesus was going to die shortly and He knew it.  This phrase will be further explained by John in Jn 13:1, “Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing that His hour had come that He would depart out of this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end.”

b.  The title “Son of Man” refers to the humanity of Christ.  The deity of Christ does not need to be glorified, since it is inherently glorified by who and what God is.  However, the humanity of Christ would be glorified by the resurrection, ascension, and session of the humanity of Christ at the right side of the Father.


(1)  The Son of Man is glorified by being the first fruits of resurrection.



(2)  The Son of Man is glorified by ascending to the Father.



(3)  The Son of Man is glorified by being invited by the Father to sit down at His right side on His (the Son’s) throne.


c.  The humanity of Christ is also glorified by His spiritual victory on the Cross, demonstrating in the most fantastic way the unconditional love of God for all humanity.  The demonstration of God’s love glorifies God.  The demonstration of God’s grace glorifies God.  The demonstration of any attribute of the essence of God glorifies God.

d.  Therefore, the time has come for the humanity of Christ to be glorified by His spiritual death on the Cross, resurrection, ascension, and session.


e.  God the Father’s purpose in sending the Son of God to be true humanity was for the Son of Man, the Lord Jesus Christ, to be glorified.  The time for this glorification to begin was now at hand.

3.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “Without addressing the Greeks directly, Jesus met their need. They would not have to wait long to profit from his mission.  [The glorification of Jesus] is explained in the following verse.  In John’s Gospel glorification begins with death and includes resurrection.”
  Doesn’t it also include His ascension and session?

b.  “The request from the Greeks for this interview stirs the heart of Jesus to its depths.   The Cross must come before Greeks can really come to Jesus with understanding.”


c.  “From the context it can be seen that for Jesus his ‘hour’ was his approaching passion.”


d.  “This verse opens with the note that ‘Jesus answered them.’  Whether the ‘them’ means the intermediaries, the Greeks, or both is unclear.  What is clear, however, is that this verse marks a turning point in the Gospel for Jesus.  His words ‘The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified’ are like an arrival at Waterloo or a crossing of the Rubicon.  While the glorification event about which he spoke had not yet occurred (compare Jn 16:4), for Jesus the alarm clock had definitely sounded.  Prior to this verse the evangelist had consistently pointed forward to the hour (cf. 2:4; 4:21, 23) and had noted that his enemies were not yet able to complete their death wish for him because it was not yet his hour (7:30; 8:20).  Now, however, the dirge-like drumbeat leading to Jesus’ death had begun to play.  The last act had now started; the hour had arrived (Jn 13:1; 17:1).  Did the evangelist see the coming of the Greeks as the flashing signal to Jesus that the turning point had arrived?  It would seem to be so, yet the entire chapter up to this point has been a kind of signal or flashing light announcing a turning point.  The coming of the Greeks certainly can be viewed as a strategic and proleptic sign of their future coming.  But not much is made of their coming in the text, and they fade immediately from special attention.  Instead of attention being directed at the Greeks, the focus now falls on Jesus.  It is His turn to react, to provide perspective.  His view of the events is not triumph in the usual sense.  It is victory beyond death—God’s great reversal!  It is the hour for the Son of Man to be glorified.”


e.  “Jesus’ reply appears as a puzzling response to the apostles.  It does not appear at first glance to address the Greeks’ request for a meeting.  In fact, John does not even mention them again (though they may have been in the crowd that heard Jesus speak).  The Lord’s response is directed neither to Jews or Gentiles, but to all who choose to follow Him. Yet the coming of these Gentiles triggered the Lord’s declaration.  Significantly, this is the first time that Jesus spoke of His hour as being present; in all previous references in John’s gospel, it had not yet arrived (2:4; 7:30; 8:20; cf. 7:6, 8).  From this point on the Lord referred to it as imminent (v. 27; 13:1; 16:32; 17:1).”


f.  “For most people death is their humiliation.  But for Jesus death was His means of entry into glory.  His willingness to die for others’ sins in obedience to the Father (Isa 53:10, 12) brought Him renown (glory; cf. Jn 12:16; 17:1, 5).”


g.  “In one word (glorified) Jesus sums up everything - the passion as something glorious, the exaltation following, and the future adoration by the hosts of believers the world over and in heaven.  Jesus was glorified by the obedience he rendered to the Father even unto the death of the cross, and in the redemption he thus achieved for the fallen world; he was glorified when the Father highly exalted him, giving him a name above every name and seating him at his right hand; he was and is glorified in the work of the Holy Spirit (‘he shall glorify me,’ Jn 16:14) as it leads thousands to the feet of the Savior.  Those who do not include the passion in the glorification should consider carefully Jn 13:31-32; 17:1.  The glory begins with the passion - Jesus sees how from his passion and His death a magnificent vista opens, reaching onward through the ages into all eternity, and it is one shining path of glory.”
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