John 1:1
John 12:18


 is the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “Because of this” or “For this reason.”  Then we have the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb HUPANTAW, which means “to meet.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the crowd produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.
Then we have the dative of direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him” and referring to Jesus.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun OCHLOS, meaning “the crowd.”  The words “and went” as found in the NASV do not occur in the Greek

“For this reason also the crowd met Him,”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because” plus the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear: they heard.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the crowd produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.
Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this.”  This is followed by the adverbial accusative of reference from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “He.”  Then we have the perfect active infinitive from the verb POIEW, which means “to do, perform, manufacture, etc.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the completion of a past action, and is translated by the English auxiliary verb “had.”

The active voice indicates Jesus had produced the action.


The infinitive functions like a finite verb in the accusative-infinitive construction.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun SĒMEION, meaning “miracle.”

“because they heard He had performed this miracle.”
Jn 12:18 corrected translation
“For this reason also the crowd met Him, because they heard He had performed this miracle.”
Explanation:
1.  “For this reason also the crowd met Him,”

a.  The phrase “For this reason” refers to what follows in the clause “because they heard He had performed this miracle.”  The reason for the crowd following Jesus and the reason for the crowd coming from Jerusalem to meet Jesus was the same.  It was because of the raising of Lazarus from the dead.

b.  There were two crowds involved in the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem.  First, there was the crowd that came to Jerusalem to see Jesus prior to His leaving Bethany.  This crowd was mentioned in verse 9, “Then a large crowd of the Jews learned that He was there; and they came, not because of Jesus only, but in order that they might also see Lazarus.”  The second crowd was mentioned by John in verse 12f, “On the next day the large crowd who had come to the festival, after hearing that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, took the branches of the palm trees and went out to meet Him,…”


(1)  “The multitude of verse 13, not the crowd just mentioned that had been with Jesus at the raising of Lazarus.  There were two crowds (one following Jesus, one meeting Jesus as here).”



(2)  “There appear to be two different crowds mentioned in verses 17–18.  One group had seen the miracle of Lazarus’s restoration, and the other group had only heard of it.”


c.  In our verse John is again talking about the crowd that came from Jerusalem as Jesus was approaching Jerusalem from Bethphage on the colt.  The verb “to meet” someone implies that the two people/groups who are meeting come from opposite directions.  One crowd accompanied Jesus, while the other crowd met Him.
2.  “because they heard He had performed this miracle.”

a.  John then reminds us of why the crowd was so anxious to meet/see Jesus.  It was because they had heard from the crowd that had been at the grave of Lazarus that Jesus had performed the miracle of raising Lazarus from the dead.

b.  This crowd had only heard about this miracle from others because this crowd was made up primarily of Jewish pilgrims from throughout the Roman Empire and beyond.  They probably did not hear about the miracle until they arrived in Galilee or Judea, since the miracle had only been performed a few weeks prior to this.  However, because of this miracle an extraordinary number of Jews may have decided to make a special effort to come to this particular Passover festival.

c.  “In [verse 18] John rehearses the fact that the large Jerusalem crowd (a different crowd) had gathered (cf. 12:9, 12) in response to the witness of the Lazarus crowd.  Their interest had been peaked in this sign of the miracle worker and his recipient, who had his life restored.  As a result, if there was going to be a gala reception, they wanted to join the event and went out to meet him.  Although the crowd hardly understood John’s sense of ‘sign,’ here the crowd’s acclaim of Jesus raised the concern of the Pharisee power brokers.”


d.  “By giving these details John supplements the accounts of the other evangelists and informs us just how the enthusiasm started that produced the royal welcome which Jesus received on his entry into the capital.”
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