John 1:1
John 10:42


 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective POLUS, meaning “many.”  Then we have the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.: believed.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that many people produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the accusative of place from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “in Him” and referring to Jesus.  Finally, we have the adverb of place EKEI, meaning “there” or “in that place.”

“And many believed in Him there.”
Jn 10:42 corrected translation
“And many believed in Him there.”
Explanation:
1.  “And many believed in Him there.”

a.  John concludes the first half of his story of the incarnation of the Son of God and the stories of our Lord’s rejection by the religious leaders of Israel with the contrast of many of the people who heard Him speak and saw His miracles—they believed in Him.

b.  John has set up a very deliberate contrast between the Pharisees and leaders of the Land who rejected Jesus and many of the common folk outside the city of Jerusalem who believed in Him.

c.  The ministry of John the Baptist and Jesus at the place across the Jordan River in the vicinity of the village of Bethany drew crowds of people that saw Jesus heal, heard Jesus teach, and believed that He was the Messiah.


d.  “So Jesus’ public ministry closed with one last rejection by the very leaders who should have hailed Him as the Messiah.  Their rejection foreshadowed His final rejection a few months later, when the people, under their influence (Mt 27:20), ‘cried out, “Away with Him, away with Him, crucify Him!”’ (Jn 19:15).  Even today, there are many who, like the hostile Jewish nation, allow their preconceived ideas about religion and their love for sin to blind them to the saving truth about Jesus Christ.  Nonetheless those who are drawn to Him in repentance and faith will come to know the truth of who He is.  To them will be given ‘the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His name’ (Jn 1:12).”

2.  The location of movements of Jesus.

a.  From this context there is no question about where Jesus was.  He was near the village of Bethany across the Jordan River, about 18-20 miles east of Jerusalem in the territory of Perea.

b.  Compare the context of Matthew’s gospel record.  In Mt 19:1 it says that Jesus departed from Galilee and went into “the region of Judea beyond the Jordan.”  In Mt 19:15 it says that He departed from there.  Mt 20:17 says that Jesus was about to go up to Jerusalem, and in Mt 20:29 it says that Jesus and the disciples were leaving Jericho, which is about ten miles northeast of Jerusalem.  Therefore, at some point after Jesus left Jerusalem in late December, He may have returned to Galilee for a final time and then come back south to the region of Judea beyond the Jordan and then to Jericho.

c.  Let’s compare the context of Mark’s gospel.  Mk 9:33 puts Jesus and the disciples in Capernaum.  Mk 10:1 says that “Getting up, He went from there to “the region of Judea and beyond the Jordan.”  This would be the region of Jericho and the area of Perea beyond Jordan.  The next movement is Mk 10:17, which says, “As He was setting out on a journey.”  We are not told where He was going, but our next clue is Mk 10:32, “They were on the road going up to Jerusalem.”  If the journey mentioned in Mk 10:17 is the same journey as the one on the road going up to Jerusalem, then Jesus went from Galilee to the region of Judea [and] beyond the Jordan [Jericho and Bethany] and then to Jerusalem.  Mk 10:46 says, “Then they came to Jericho.”  This tells us that the “the road going up to Jerusalem” went through Jericho, which means that the region of Judea [and] beyond the Jordan had to be the region near the Jordan River on both the west side between Jericho and the Jordan and the east of the River or the vicinity of Bethany beyond the Jordan.  From Jericho Jesus makes His triumphal entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday.

d.  Let’s compare Luke’s gospel.  Lk 18:35 is the first real connection with the chronology of the other two synoptic gospels.  It has Jesus approaching Jericho, when a blind man sitting by the road calls out to Jesus to heal him.  This same incident is found in Mt 20:29 and Mk 10:46ff.  So Luke adds nothing that helps us at this point.

e.  So the best solution to the movements of Jesus in the last three months of His first advent are as follows:



(1)  Jesus leaves Jerusalem after the Festival of Rededication and goes “away again to the other side of the Jordan to the place where John was baptizing the first time, and He was staying there,” Jn 10:40.  This is the territory of Perea on the east side of the Jordan river near the village of Bethany.  It is late December, early January.  Jesus makes this His ‘headquarters’ until His final return to Jerusalem in last week of March.


(2)  At some point early in this three month period Lazarus dies.  Jesus makes the trip to Bethany, the city two miles east of Jerusalem, raises Lazarus and has to get away from the Jewish leaders who are now actively seeking to find and kill Him.  Jn 11:54 says, “Therefore Jesus no longer continued to walk publicly among the Jews, but went away from there to the country near the wilderness, into a city called Ephraim; and there He stayed with the disciples.”  This city was about 12 miles north of Jerusalem.  From here Jesus probably made His final trip to Galilee and returned from there to “the region of Judea beyond the Jordan” according to Mt 19:1.


(3)  After the raising of Lazarus and the stay in Ephraim, Jesus makes a final trip to Galilee, because Mt 19:1 says that Jesus departed from Galilee and went into “the region of Judea beyond the Jordan.”  If Matthew left out the “and” used by Mark in Mk 10:1, “Getting up, He went from there to the region of Judea and beyond the Jordan,” then Matthew and Mark are saying the same thing—that Jesus at some point before His final entry into Jerusalem came back from Galilee to the region of Judea that is near His headquarters beyond the Jordan, which would be the area between Jericho and the Jordan River plus the area beyond the Jordan in Perea.


(4)  When Jesus makes His final trip to Jerusalem, He comes from the region beyond the Jordan, through Jericho, and to Bethphage and Bethany, which are southeast of Jerusalem.  Jesus and the disciples would not go from Ephraim to Perea beyond the Jordan and then back through Jericho to Jerusalem.  That route makes absolutely no sense—see the map below.
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� MacArthur, J. (2006). The MacArthur New Testament Commentary: John 1-11 (p. 447). Chicago: Moody Press.





2
3

