John 1:1
John 10:37


 is the conditional particle EI, meaning “If” and introducing a first class assumption of fact for the sake of argument.  Then we have the negative OU, meaning “not” plus the first person singular present active indicative from the verb POIEW, which means “to do: I am doing.”

The present is a descriptive/retroactive progressive present, which regards the present action as having begun in the past and continuing in the present.


The active voice indicates that Jesus is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and noun ERGON, meaning “the works, deeds.”  With this we have the possessive genitive of the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR with the possessive genitive of the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “of My Father.”

“If I am not doing the works of My Father,”
 is the negative MĒ, meaning “not” plus the second person plural present active imperative from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.”

The present tense is a tendential present, which describes a present action that is purposed but not yet taking place.


The active voice indicates that the Jews are to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Finally, we have the dative direct object or a locative of sphere from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “Me” or “in Me.”  It really means both ideas.

“do not believe Me;”
Jn 10:37 corrected translation
“If I am not doing the works of My Father, do not believe Me;”
Explanation:
1.  “If I am not doing the works of My Father,”

a.  Jesus continues His defense to the leaders of Israel that He and the Father are one by stating an assumption of fact for the sake of making a point.

b.  Jesus has previous insisted that He is doing the works of His Father.  Now He takes the opposite position although it is not true.

c.  Since the Pharisees quibble over the words of Jesus, Jesus tells them in effect to ignore the words and consider what He is doing.  If He is doing the works that God the Father would do, then they should believe in Him.  If He is not doing the works of the Father, then they should not believe in Him.

2.  “do not believe Me;”

a.  If Jesus is not healing people, then the Jews should not believe in Him.  But He was healing people; therefore, the Jews should believe in Him.  Jesus was making it as simple as He could for these hard headed Jews to realize that He was the Son of God.

b.  It is as if Jesus were saying to these Jews, “Look, if you can’t stand to hear Me say that I am the Son of God or the Messiah, then forget about what I have said and just think about what I have done.  If I have done what God would do in healing those who needed help, then believe in Me.  But if I have not done what God would do in healing those who needed help, then don’t believe in Me.

c.  Jesus has left these Jews with the simplest of all choices based upon the simplest of all evidence.  The lame walk, the blind see, and everyone is healed of everything.  Is God doing this or not?


d.  “The problem was not his claim to uniqueness but their failure to recognize him. Therefore he returned in Jn 10:37 to the key issue of recognition—namely, his works.  If his works were not what God would do, then he agreed that they had a reason for their unbelief.  But if his works were the works of God, then the works were a witness to who he was (Jn 10:38).  Jesus’ argument here is similar to the logic of the healed blind man in Jn 9:30–33.  Jesus’ works were the window into his words.”


e.  “The signs of Jesus, like His teaching, provoke both belief (Jn 2:11, 23; 4:50, 53; 5:9; 6:14, 21; 9:11, 17, 33, 38; 11:27, 45; 12:11) and unbelief (Jn 5:18; 6:66; 9:16, 24, 29, 40f; 11:53).  Rejection of the signs on the basis of pretended claims to know the truth is culpable.  The signs are the work of the Father, revealing the Father in Jesus (Jn 10:37f; cf. 5:20–27, 30–47; 7:27–29; 8:28f; 9:3f; 14:10f; 15:24; 17:2–4, 21).”


f.  “These Jews claim that the testimony of Jesus is unsupported and that, therefore, they are right in refusing him credence.  They can do this only by completely shutting their eyes to the works of Jesus, which absolutely substantiate his verbal testimony concerning himself as God’s Son.”
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