John 1:1
John 10:30


 is the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I” and referring to the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  Then we have the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR, meaning “the Father.”
“I and the Father”
 is the predicate nominative from the neuter singular cardinal adjective HEIS, meaning “one.”  Finally, we have the first person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: we are.”

The present tense is a static and aoristic present, which describes a state of being the perpetually exists as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Lord Jesus Christ and God the Father produce the state of being one.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“are one.’”
Jn 10:30 corrected translation
“I and the Father are one.’”
Explanation:
1.  “I and the Father”

a.  The word “I” refers to Jesus, who is speaking, and the word “Father” refers to God the Father.

b.  Jesus groups Himself or identifies Himself with God the Father.  He associates Himself with the Father more clearly than any statement He has made in the past.


(1)  Jn 5:19-23, “Therefore Jesus answered and said to them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son is not able to do anything from the source of Himself, except something He sees the Father doing; for whatever He does, these things the Son also does in the same way.  For the Father loves the Son, and shows all things to Him that He Himself is doing; and He will show to Him greater works than these things, in order that you will marvel.  For just as the Father raises the dead and gives life, so also the Son gives life to whom He wishes.  For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son, in order that everyone will honor the Son just as they honor the Father.  He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.”


(2)  Jn 5:26, “For just as the Father has life in Himself, so also He gave to the Son to have life in Himself;”


(3)  Jn 5:36-38, “But I have the testimony [which is] greater than John; for the works which the Father has given to Me in order that I might accomplish them, the very works which I do testify about Me that the Father has sent Me.  In fact the Father who sent Me, He has testified about Me.  You have neither heard His voice at any time nor seen His form.  In addition you do not have His word residing in you, because Whom He sent, you do not believe Him.”


(4)  Jn 5:45, “Do not think that I will accuse you before the Father; the one who accuses you is Moses, in whom you have put your confidence.”


(5)  Jn 6:27, “Do not work for the food which is ruined, but the food which endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you, for God the Father has set His seal on Him.’”


(6)  Jn 6:37-40, “Every one who the Father gives to Me will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me, I will absolutely not cast out.  For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of the One who sent Me.  Now this is the will of the One who sent Me, that I should not lose from every one who He has given to Me, but raise them up on the last day.  For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him might keep on having eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day.’”


(7)  Jn 6:46, “Not that anyone has seen the Father, except the One who is from God; He has seen the Father.”


(8)  Jn 8:16, “But even if I do judge, My judgment is true; for I am not alone, but I and the Father who sent Me.”


(9)  Jn 8:18-19, “I am the One who testifies about Myself, and the Father who sent Me testifies about Me.’  Therefore they were saying to Him, ‘Where is Your father?’  Jesus answered, ‘You know neither Me nor My Father; if you knew Me, you would also know My Father.’”


(10)  Jn 8:28-29, “Therefore Jesus said, ‘When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that ‘I am’, and I do nothing from the source of Myself, but as the Father has taught Me I speak these things.  And the One who sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone, for I always do the things that are pleasing to Him.’”


(11)  Jn 10:15, “just as the Father knows Me and I know the Father; and consequently I lay down My life for the sheep.”


(12)  Jn 10:17-18, “For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life, in order that I may receive it again.  No one takes it away from Me, but I lay it down by Myself.  I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to receive it again.  I received this commandment from My Father.’”


(13)  Jn 10:29, “My Father, who has given [them] to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch [them] out of the Father’s hand.”
2.  “are one.’”

a.  Jesus claims equally with the Father.  He is not claiming to be God the Father; for the Father and Son are distinct persons.  Jesus is co-equal, co-eternal, co-everything with the Father.  They each have the same essence and attributes, but are two separate persons.  The three members of the Trinity are one in essence.  They have the same sovereignty, righteousness, justice, love, eternal life, omniscience, omnipotence, omnipresence, veracity, and immutability.


(1)  “Not one person, but one essence or nature.”



(2)  “On the other hand, when the Pharisees declared that ‘He said that God was his own father, making himself equal to God’ (Jn 5:18), they indeed understood that Jesus placed himself on the same level as God; his equality of being or of nature is an identity.”



(3)  “In Jn 5:18 Jesus is accused of making himself equal to God.  While He does not expressly make the claim, he stresses the identity of works.  In Jn 1:1; 10:30 the unity of Father and Son is plainly stated even alongside the subjection of the Son to the Father; hence the accusation in Jn 10:33 that ‘you, being a man, make yourself God.’”



(4)  “The function of Jesus as the Son of God in John’s Gospel is based on this intimate relationship.”



(5)  Scripture affirms that Jesus is God.




(a)  Rom 9:5, “from whom [the Jews] [are] the fathers; in fact from whom [is] the Christ physically, the One who is over all things, the God, praised forever. Amen.”




(b)  Tit 2:13, “while waiting for the happy expectation and appearance of the glory of the great God, even our savior Jesus Christ,”




(c)  Heb 1:8, “but on the other hand to the Son, [He says], ‘Your throne, O God, [is] forever, and the scepter of Your kingdom [is] the scepter of righteousness.’”




(d)  1 Jn 5:20, “Now we know that the Son of God has come and has given us the faculty for perception, in order that we may understand the real [objective reality] (because we live in the real [objective reality]) with reference to His Son Jesus Christ.  He is the true God and eternal life.”




(e)  Isa 9:6, “For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and the government will rest on His shoulders; and His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.”


b.  “There are a number of passages in which the writer or Jesus claims Jesus’ equality with the Father (Jn 1:1, 18; 5:16–18; 10:30; 20:28).  Thus we can assume that the author is not denying these statements.  Along with this there are passages we have already noted in which Jesus claims dependence on the Father (Jn 4:34; 5:19–30; 8:29; 12:48–49).  Thus we have two major themes in the Gospel: equality and yet dependence.”


c.  During our Lord’s Jerusalem teachings in the last year of His life, He made numerous statements regarding His relationship with God the Father.  All of them caused division and misunderstanding among the Jews.  This last statement was the clearest of all and motivated the Jews to kill Him.


(1)  “Jesus of Nazareth claimed equality with God when He said that He and the Father were one (Jn 5:18; 10:30).  Those who heard Him make this statement understood the force of such a claim, for they accused Him of blasphemy.  If He were only claiming to be some kind of superman, they would not have bothered with the blasphemy charge.  When Christ stood before the high priest, He gave a clear affirmative answer to the question whether He was the Christ (Mt 26:63–64).  And His reply was given under oath.”



(2)  “The word ‘one’ is neuter, ‘one thing,’ not ‘one person’.  In other words, He did not assert that He and the Father are identical but that He and the Father possess essential unity together, that He enjoys perfect unity of nature and of actions with His Father.  The Jews had asked if He was the Messiah.  His answer was more than they had bargained for, for in it He claimed also to be equal with God.  This was certainly the way they understood His claim, for immediately they prepared to stone the Lord for what they considered to be blasphemy.”
  “‘I and the Father are one,’ beautifully states this balance between the diversity of the persons and the unity of the essence.  ‘I and the Father’ clearly distinguishes two persons, and the verb, ‘We are,’ is also plural.  ‘One’ is neuter; that is, one in nature or essence, but not one person (which would require masculine form).  Thus the Lord distinguished Himself from the Father and yet claimed unity and equality with the Father.”


d.  Claiming the same essence as God the Father could only mean one thing—that Jesus was the Christ, the incarnate Son of God.  The self-righteous, legalistic, antagonistic, unbelieving Pharisees who heard this were appalled, incensed, incredulous, and infuriated by Jesus’ words.


e.  “Perhaps the strongest and clearest occasion of such a claim [that Jesus was God] was at the Feast of Dedication when He said, ‘I and the Father are one’.  The neuter form of ‘one’ rules out the meaning that He and the Father were one person.  It means that they are in perfect unity in natures and actions, a fact that could only be true if He were as much Deity as the Father.  The people who heard this claim understood it that way, for they immediately tried to stone Him for blasphemy because He made Himself out to be God (verse 33).  How can anyone say that Jesus of Nazareth Himself never claimed to be God, but rather that His followers made the claim for Him?  Most of the passages cited above are from Christ’s own words.  Therefore, one must face the only options: either His claims were true or He was a liar.  And these claims are for full and complete Deity—nothing missing or removed during His life on earth.”


f.  “The Father and the Son jointly guarantee the eternal security of believers.  Thus their unity of purpose and action in safeguarding believers is undergirded by their unity of nature and essence.”


g.  “Our Lord made a statement that He knew would startle His enemies and give them more reason to oppose Him.  It was the ‘plain answer’ that the religious leaders had asked for.  ‘I and My Father are One’ is as clear a statement of His deity as you will find anywhere in Scripture.  This was even stronger than His statement that He had come down from heaven (Jn 6) or that He existed before Abraham ever lived (Jn 8:58).”

Col 2:8-9, “Beware that there will be no one who takes you captive through their false teaching and empty deception according to the tradition from men on the basis of the fundamental principles of the world and not on the basis of Christ, because in Him all the fullness of deity dwells bodily.”
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