John 1:1
John 10:28


 is the combination (crasis) of the conjunction KAI and the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “furthermore I.”  Then we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”

The present tense is a gnomic present, describing a universal truth, an aoristic present, describing an entire action as a fact, and a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produces the action of giving.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the third person neuter plural personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “to them” and referring to the neuter plural noun ‘sheep’ in verse 27.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun ZWĒ and the adjective AIWNIOS, which means “eternal life.”
“furthermore I give eternal life to them,”
 is the additive/continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and; furthermore.”  Then we have the Greek double negative OU MĒ, which means “absolutely not or never.”  With this we have the third person plural aorist middle subjunctive from the verb APOLLUMI, which means “to perish”
 in the middle voice.

The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which views the entire action as a future fact.


The middle voice is an indirect middle, which emphasizes the subjects (those who believe in Christ) producing the action of never perishing in their own interest.


The subjunctive mood is used with the double negative to strongly deny that something will happen.
  The aorist subjunctive is translated like a future tense.
This is followed by the preposition EIS plus the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the masculine singular article and noun AIWN, meaning “forever.”

“and they will absolutely not perish forever;”
 is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “in addition; and.”  Then we have the negative OUCH, meaning “not” plus the third person singular future active indicative from the verb ARPAZW, which means “to snatch; take away.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that the subject “someone” will not produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “someone; anyone.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the third person neuter plural personal used of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “them” and referring to the sheep.  Finally, we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation from the feminine singular article and noun CHEIR with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “from or out of My hand.”
“in addition someone will not snatch them out of My hand.”
Jn 10:28 corrected translation
“furthermore I give eternal life to them, and they will absolutely not perish forever; in addition someone will not snatch them out of My hand.”
Explanation:
1.  “furthermore I give eternal life to them,”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  The entire sentence now reads: “My sheep hear My voice, and I know them and they follow Me; furthermore I give eternal life to them, and they will absolutely not perish forever; in addition someone will not snatch them out of My hand.”

b.  In addition to listening to the message of Jesus, Jesus knowing His sheep from eternity past, and His sheep obeying Him, Jesus makes an incredibly important promise—He personally will give eternal life to His sheep.

c.  No man in the history of the world has ever promised eternal life to his followers.  But the God-man can not only make this promise, but fulfill it.


d.  God the Father and God the Son both promise eternal life to those who believe in Jesus.


(1)  Jn 3:14-16, “And just as Moses raised up the serpent in the desert, so it is necessary that the Son of Man be raised up, in order that every one who believes in Him might have eternal life.  For God unconditionally loved the world so much, with the result that He gave His uniquely-born Son, in order that every one who believes in Him might not perish, but might have eternal life.”


(2)  Jn 3:36, “He who believes in the Son has eternal life; however, he who disobeys the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him.”


(3)  Jn 4:14, “but whoever drinks from the water which I will give to him will absolutely not thirst forever; but the water which I will give to him will become in him a well of water bubbling up to eternal life.”


(4)  Jn 4:36, “He who reaps is already receiving wages; that is, he is gathering fruit for eternal life; with the result that he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together.”


(5)  Jn 6:27, “Do not work for the food which is ruined, but the food which endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give to you, for God the Father has set His seal on Him.”


(6)  Jn 6:40, “For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him might keep on having eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day.”


(7)  Jn 6:54, “He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”


(8)  Jn 6:68, “Simon Peter answered Him, ‘Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have words of eternal life.”


(9)  Mt 25:46, “These will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”


(10)  1 Jn 2:25, “Likewise, this is the promise, which He Himself has promised to us: eternal life.”



(11)  1 Jn 5:11-13, “In fact, this is the testimony, namely, that God has given to us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.  He who has the Son has this life [eternal life].  He who does not have the Son of God does not have this life.  I have written these things to you who believe in the person of the Son of God, in order that you may know that you have eternal life.”



(12)  Rom 8:38-39, “Therefore, I stand convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor rulers of angels, neither current events, nor future events, nor demonstrations of power, neither heaven nor hell nor any other created thing shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which [is] in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

e.  Eternal life is a life that cannot die.  It is a life of blessing and happiness that continues forever.  It is one of the greatest gifts that God can give to man.  It is given at the moment of faith in Christ, but not experienced in reality until the our resurrection.

2.  “and they will absolutely not perish forever;”

a.  Then on top of the promise of eternal life, Jesus adds the icing to the cake.  It is impossible for a person to lose this eternal life forever.  Once God gives us eternal life, it cannot be removed from us under any circumstances.  It cannot be removed by God or by us.  The Greek double negative OU MĒ means “absolutely not or never.”  It is the strongest way to say in Greek that something cannot happen.  And in addition to this absolute negative is the prepositional phrase “to the ages,” which means “forever.”  We are not going to be able to do anything in eternity future that will cause us to lose our eternal life.

b.  This eternal life is not subject to physical death, the second death, or any kind of future death (if there was one, but there isn’t).  It is impossible for the believer to do something that will cause him or her to suffer the second death; that is, eternal life in the lake of fire.  A believer can do nothing that will put themselves in the lake of fire.  They have eternal life and cannot and will not perish forever.  The idea that a believer can lose their salvation is a blasphemous lie.

c.  This statement is one of the great statements of the theological doctrine of eternal security, and cannot be refuted by any twisted theology of modern theologians who say that a person can stop believing in Christ and lose their salvation.  God doesn’t take away the salvation and eternal security that He gives.  God gives us a salvation coin.  On one side of that coin is eternal life and the other side of that coin is eternal security.  It is a package deal that God gives us.  Regardless of what we think, say, or do, we cannot throw away what God has given us.  This is the point of the next statement.
3.  “in addition someone will not snatch them out of My hand.”

a.  Jesus then adds icing on top of the icing on the cake.  No one is able to snatch a believer out of His hand.  Jesus holds on to us.  We don’t hold onto Him.  If we attempt to let go of Him by declaring that we don’t believe in Him, He still holds onto us.

b.  The subject “someone” refers to (1) Satan (2) any other fallen angel (3) another human being and (4) ourselves.  There is a false doctrine in some Christian denominations and churches that says that a person can lose their salvation.  The basic premise of this false theology is that we have the power to let go of the hand of Jesus.  The problem is that we don’t have hold of His hand.  He has hold of our hand.  If fact, He has both arms wrapped tightly around us, and we aren’t going anywhere no matter what we do.  We are like a baby in the arms of papa.  He just isn’t going to drop us.

c.  The implication is that there are people trying to snatch us from the hand of Jesus, but the reality is that it cannot be done.  Once we believe in Christ, Jesus owns us as His sheep.  His promise is that no one is going to be able to steal us from the flock.

d.  Those who reject the doctrine of eternal security defend their position by referring to the statement in Heb 6:4-6 and saying that it refers to a believer who rejects their salvation.  This is not the correct interpretation of the passage.  Here is the corrected translation of the passage: “For it is impossible to restore again to a change of mind those who have once been enlightened, and have partaken of the heavenly gift, and have become partners with the Holy Spirit, and have partaken of the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, and have fallen away, while they for their own benefit are crucifying again; that is, making a public disgrace of the Son of God.”  The passage is clearly referring to a believer (someone who has “become partners with the Holy Spirit”) can only be a believer.  The basic thought of the passage is “It is impossible to restore again [to fellowship] a believer, while they are making a public disgrace of the Son of God.”  This believer is out of fellowship with God.  And it is impossible to restore them to fellowship with God as long as they continue to publicly disgrace the Son of God with their degeneracy, apostasy, and reversionism.  This believer is in a state of publicly disgracing the Son of God by their behavior, and it is impossible to restore them again until they change their mind about what they are doing.  This passage is about recovery from carnality, not about a permanent loss of salvation.

e.  Another passage that is used to defend the concept that a believer can lose their salvation is Heb 10:26-27, “For if we keep on sinning deliberately after having received the full-knowledge of the truth, a sacrifice for sins no longer remains [can be made], but a certain fearful expectation of judgment and fire, zealous to consume in the future the adversaries.”  This passage refers to unbelievers and unbelievers only.  The deliberate sins that keeps on occurring here is the continuing failure to believe in Christ after receiving a full understanding of the message of the gospel.  There is no other sacrifice fro sins, if the message of the saving work of Jesus on the Cross is rejected.  If the unbeliever rejects the gospel, they should expect a “certain fearful expectation of judgment and fire.”  The “adversaries” of God are clearly unbelievers.
4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “No wolf, no thief, no bandit, no hireling, no demon, not even the devil can pluck the sheep out of my hand.  Cf. Col 3:3 (‘Your life is hid together with Christ in God’).”


b.  Eternal life “is a divine gift rather than a reward for human achievement.”
  Those who say that you can lose your salvation make eternal life the reward for the human achievement of never rejecting Christ.  They make eternal life a reward instead of a gift.

c.  “The perishing of true sheep was an unthinkable idea to early Christians.  But contemporary Christians often wrestle with the question because they fail to perceive the logic of the biblical writers.  Moreover, they often fear to read thoroughly texts like Hebrews 6.  The biblical writers did not have such a superficial view of salvation that would consider walking down the aisle of a church and going through waters of baptism to be a guarantee of salvation. Instead, the biblical writers have no problem placing side by side texts concerning God’s love, grace, and covenant promises with God’s stern warnings to the readers of the Scripture.﻿﻿  The biblical view of salvation is clarified by John in the first epistle when he tells us how we can determine if a person is a true Christian.  John’s rationale is that a true believer remains faithful to commitments [this is salvation by works, the work of remaining faithful to commitments], whereas the opposite is true for pseudobelievers (cf. 1 Jn 2:19; cf. Jn 2:23–25; 12:42–43; 15:26–16:1; 17:11, 15–19; 20:28–29; 21:22).  The same perspective is present in Hebrews 6, where between the two great ‘impossibles’ of warning and assurance (Heb 6:4–6 and 6:18–19) stands the confessional words of the preacher, ‘We are confident of better things in your case—things that accompany salvation’ (Heb 6:9).  How do we know who are true Christians?  Is it merely by their words?  We can sense in the passages just cited the inherent concern John had to identify stages of faith.”
  Stages of faith?  What stages of faith?  Either you have faith in Jesus or you don’t, period.  There are stages of understanding leading up to faith in Christ, but there is no such thing as “stages of faith.”  The faith of a mustard seed saves, just as much as the faith of a watermelon, and there are no stages in between.

d.  “Arminianism teaches that believers may lose their salvation because the human will remains free and so may rescind its earlier faith in Christ by choosing sin.  Frequently this view is based on controversial passages like Heb 6:4–6 and 2 Pet 2:20–22.  The clear emphasis of Scripture, however, is that the believer has eternal life as a present possession (Jn 3:16; 1 Jn 5:11–13) and is kept secure by Christ (Jn 10:28) because of what He has done (Rom 5:1; 8:1).”


e.  The Calvinistic view of is explained as follows: “The doctrine of perseverance has often been expressed ‘once saved, always saved’.  Concisely defined, the perseverance of the saints means that believers ‘will persevere in trusting Christ as their Savior.…Thus they will always be saved’.  Berkhof [a well known theologian] defines perseverance as ‘that continuous operation of the Holy Spirit in the believer, by which the work of divine grace that is begun in the heart, is continued and brought to completion’.   The doctrine is sometimes referred to as ‘eternal security,’ which emphasizes the certainty of the salvation of the elect.  However, perseverance also has an important emphasis, namely, that the Christian perseveres in believing [the implication being that if the Christian fails to persevere in believing they lose their salvation].  Although the term perseverance seems to suggest that continuance in the faith depends on the believer, that is not the stress of the doctrine.  Continuance in the faith is dependent on God.”
  Well then, if continuance in the faith is dependent on God, and God is not willing that any should perish, then none perish, because God will continue their faith.  Thus even if a person discontinues their faith, God will continue their faith.  If God doesn’t continue a believer’s faith, then God is capricious, arbitrary, and unfair.  God doesn’t need to continue a believers faith, and the believer doesn’t need to continue their faith, because at the moment of faith in Christ, the believer is saved, having received eternal life and eternal security of that life forever.  The issue of continuing faith is a false issue raised by legalistic believers and theologians.

f.  “Nowhere in Scripture is there a stronger affirmation of the absolute eternal security of all true Christians.  [MacArthur’s definition of a true Christian is one who never renounces his or her faith in Christ.  If they do renounce their faith, then he considers them to not be ‘true Christians’.]  Jesus plainly taught that the security of the believer in salvation does not depend on human effort, but is grounded in the gracious, sovereign election, promise, and power of God.  [Well, if the security of the believer does not depend on human effort, then it doesn’t depend on the effort to not renounce one’s faith in Christ.]  Christ’s words reveal seven realities that bind every true Christian forever to God.  First, believers are His sheep, and it is the duty of the Good Shepherd to protect His flock. “This is the will of Him who sent Me that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day” (Jn 6:39).  To insist that a true Christian can somehow be lost is to deny the truth of that statement. It is also to defame the character of the Lord Jesus Christ—making Him out to be an incompetent shepherd, unable to hold on to those entrusted to Him by the Father.  Second, Christ’s sheep hear only His voice and follow only Him. Since they will not listen to or follow a stranger (10:5), they could not possibly wander away from Him and be eternally lost.  Third, Christ’s sheep have eternal life.  To speak of eternal life ending is a contradiction in terms.  Fourth, Christ gives eternal life to His sheep.  Since they did nothing to earn it, they can do nothing to lose it.  [And that “nothing” should include renouncing faith in Christ.]  Fifth, Christ promised that His sheep will never perish. Were even one to do so, it would make Him a liar.  Sixth, no one—not false shepherds (the thieves and robbers), or false prophets, nor even the Devil himself—is powerful enough to snatch Christ’s sheep out of His hand.  Finally, Christ’s sheep are held not only in His hand, but also in the hand of the Father, who is greater than all; and thus no one is able to snatch them out of His hand either.  Infinitely secure, the believer’s ‘life is hidden with Christ in God’ (Col 3:3).  The Father and the Son jointly guarantee the eternal security of believers because, as Jesus declared, “I and the Father are one” (the Greek word one is neuter, not masculine; it speaks of ‘one substance,’ not ‘one person’).  Thus their unity of purpose and action in safeguarding believers is undergirded by their unity of nature and essence.  The whole matter of security is summarized in our Lord’s own words in John 6:39–40: ‘This is the will of Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day.  For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day.’”


g.  “This is one of the clearest statements in the Bible that one who believes in Jesus for salvation will never be lost.  Believers sin and stumble, but Jesus as the perfect Shepherd loses none of His flock (Lk 22:31-32).  Eternal life is a gift.  If one has it, he has it eternally.  They shall never perish is a strong affirmation in the Greek.  The security of the sheep is found in the ability of the Shepherd to defend and preserve His flock.  Such security does not depend on the ability of the frail sheep.”


h.  Westcott believed the believers could lose their salvation.  “We must carefully distinguish between the certainty of God’s promises and His infinite power on the one hand, and the weakness and variableness of man’s will on the other.  If man falls at any stage in his spiritual life, it is not from want of divine grace, nor from the overwhelming power of adversaries, but from his neglect to use that which he may or may not use.  We cannot be protected against ourselves in spite of ourselves.  He who ceases to hear and to follow is thereby shown to be no true believer.”


i.  Lenski also says that believers can lose their salvation: “Yet a believer may after all be lost (Jn 15:6, ‘If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into the fire and they are burned’).  Our certainty of eternal salvation is not absolute.  While no foe of ours is able to snatch us from our Shepherd’s hand, we ourselves may turn from him and may perish willfully of our own accord.”


j.  Gaebelein has this to say: “To say that the power of sin, the devil and the world can snatch away a saved believer, who received eternal life and the Holy Spirit, so that he is lost, is to believe that the power of Christ is insufficient.  We quote Bishop J. C. Ryle’s helpful words: ‘The doctrine plainly taught in this text may be called ‘Calvinism’ by some, and by others ‘a dangerous tendency’.  The only question we ought to ask is, whether it is Scriptural.  The simplest answer to this question is, that the words of the text, in their plain and obvious meaning, cannot be honestly interpreted in any other way.  To thrust in, as some enemies of perseverance do, the qualifying clause, ‘they shall never perish so long as they continue My sheep,’ is adding to Scripture, and taking unwarrantable liberties with the words of Christ.”  Gaebelein has described perfectly what Westcott, MacArthur, Lenski and others believe, namely, that believers shall never perish so long as they continue to be My sheep.  The implication is that as soon as a believer stops believing in Christ, they discontinue being His sheep, as though we have the power to undo our union with Christ, the indwelling of the Trinity, and the promises of God.
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