John 1:1
John 10:26


 is the adversative use of the conjunction ALLA, meaning “But” plus the nominative singular second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to the Pharisees.  Then we have the negative OU, meaning “not” plus the second person plural present active indicative from the verb PISTEUW, which means “to believe.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the Pharisees being addressed by Jesus do not produce the action of believing He is the Messiah.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

“But you do not believe”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because” plus the negative OUK, meaning “not” and the second person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: you are.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which regards the state of being in its entirety as a static fact.

The active voice indicates that the negative Pharisees produce the state of being.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of the whole (also called the partitive genitive) from the neuter plural article and noun PROBATON, meaning “you do not belong to the sheep: used with EIMI, meaning to belong to someone or something Mt 26:73; Mk 14:69f; Lk 22:58; Jn 7:50; 10:26; Acts 21:8; 1 Cor 12:15f.”
  Finally, we have the genitive neuter plural article and first person plural neuter plural adjective EMOS, meaning “My.”
“because you do not belong to My sheep.”
Jn 10:26 corrected translation
“But you do not believe because you do not belong to My sheep.”
Explanation:
1.  “But you do not believe”

a.  Jesus continues His answer to the negative Pharisees and leaders of Israel.  He has already told them that He has answered them, telling them who He is, but they do not believe Him.  Now He repeats this again, indicating how definite their disbelief in Him really was.

b.  The leaders of Israel definitely and dramatically did not believe in the person or work of Jesus as the Christ.  They rejected everything about Him.  They didn’t believe He was the Son of God, God incarnate, the Messiah, or even a legitimate prophet of Israel.  They believed He was nothing more than a normal mortal man, who was a deceiver of the people of the land, and a dangerous usurper of their power.  They considered Him a threat in every way to their way of life and exploitation of others.

c.  Jesus is completely honest with them and tells them the absolute truth to their face.  He doesn’t mince words or try to be politically correct with them.  He wants them to believe in Him, but has to be frank with them for them to have any chance of believing in Him.

2.  “because you do not belong to My sheep.”

a.  Then the Lord gives the reason why these men do not believe in Him.  They do not believe because they do not belong to the sheep that belong to the Lord.

b.  Jesus returns to the same theme He addressed with them two months earlier.  He picks up the theme of the sheep and the shepherd from where He left off before.

c.  These men are not His sheep because they do not belong to Him.  They heard His voice but do not recognize it as the voice or message of their shepherd.  They will not follow Jesus as their shepherd, because His message or voice is not the message they want to hear.  This shepherd’s message is a message of love instead of a message of political power and rule.  They want the crown without the Cross.


d.  If they belonged to Jesus’ flock of sheep, they would recognize His voice, trust Him, believe in Him, and follow Him, Jn 10:3b-5, “he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.  When he brings out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him, because they know his voice.  However, they will absolutely not follow a stranger, but will flee from him, because they do not know the voice of strangers.”  Jn 10:14, “I am the good shepherd, and I know My own and My own know Me.”  These negative, antagonistic leaders of Israel did not know Jesus as their shepherd;  they considered Him a thief and robber of the people of Israel.


e.  Unbelievers do not belong to the rest of the flock of believers.  This is why we are not to have intimate relationships with unbelievers.  This is a hard pill to swallow, especially when the unbeliever is a member of one’s own family.  Imagine how difficult it must have been for Jesus, knowing that His brothers did not believe in Him and thought Him crazy until after His resurrection.

f.  “Verse 26 must not be used by Christian theologians as part of formulating the devastating theory of reprobation (the theology of predestination to damnation, frequently referred to by the nontechnical designation of double predestination).  Great care must be observed to avoid such proof-texting theology because at Jn 10:38 Jesus here still continues to issue an invitation to the Jews.  When one searches Scripture carefully, one generally discovers the continuing tension between the grace of God and human responsibility for decision making. To be faithful to the biblical tension and present both God as truly God and humans as truly responsible is the task of adequate biblical interpretation.”
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