John 1:1
John 10:23


 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb PERIPATEW, which means “to walk.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes a continuing past action.


The active voice indicates that Jesus was producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.
Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”

“and Jesus was walking”
 is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the neuter singular article and adjective HIEROS, which means “in the temple.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place (translated “in, on, or at”) from the feminine singular article and noun STOA, meaning “the portico” (porch) plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun SOLOMWN, meaning “of Solomon.”  
“in the temple in the portico of Solomon.”
Jn 10:23 corrected translation
“and Jesus was walking in the temple in the portico of Solomon.”
Explanation:
1.  “and Jesus was walking in the temple”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in the previous verse.  There should not have been a verse break.  The entire sentence reads: “Then the Festival of the Rededication took place in Jerusalem; it was winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple in the portico of Solomon.”

b.  John does not tell us why Jesus is walking.  We don’t know if He had just arrived, had been in the Temple area for a while, had been teaching already, or was looking for someone.  It doesn’t appear that Jesus was bothering anyone.  For all we know He may have just been site seeing.  However, it was the ideal place for the confrontation with the Pharisees that is about to take place, since a large crowd could witness the events.

c.  What John does is return us to the scene of the events that took place in Chapters 7-10:22 two months ago.  John picks up the action between Jesus and the unbelieving Pharisees from where it last took place in Jerusalem in the area of the temple.

2.  “in the portico of Solomon.”

a.  John designates the specific portion of the temple area where Jesus was walking, so his readers can picture in their minds the scene taking place.

b.  It is winter, and therefore cold and probably cloudy and raining.  Jesus is walking in an area of the temple that has a porch over the long walkway.  Jesus has His disciples with Him, and He is probably talking to them as He strolls along.

c.  Solomon’s porch was a “a colonnade on the east of the temple, so called from a tradition that it was a relic of Solomon’s temple left standing after the destruction of Jerusalem by the Babylonians.”
  “According to Josephus, who regarded this area as a remnant of Solomon’s temple, its Herodian expansion is said to have included a span of 49 feet of double monolithic columns some 38 feet tall, fashioned of white marble supporting an impressive roof paneled with cedar.  This colonnaded area of the temple precinct served as a gathering place for Jesus and his disciples (Jn 10:23) as well as the early Jerusalem Church (Acts 2:46; 5:12).”
  “The four sides of the temple platform were surrounded by colonnaded stoas [porches or roofs supported by columns], of which the eastern was known as “Solomon’s” and the southern as “Royal.”  Josephus apparently believed that the east portico remained from Solomon’s temple, but this is contradicted not only by the structure itself but also by Josephus’s own testimony concerning the Herodian expansion of the temple platform.”
  “In these colonnades the scribes held their schools and debates and the merchants and money-changers had their stalls.”


d.  Below is a reconstruction of the Temple area with an excellent view of the Royal porch, to give you an idea of the size of this area.  “This particular part of Solomon’s temple was left uninjured by the Babylonians and survived apparently till the destruction of the temple by the Roman Emperor Titus in A.D. 70.  When John wrote, it was, of course, gone.”
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e.  “The outermost court was that of the Gentiles.  Porticoes enclosed the court on all sides, running along the inside of the wall which surrounded the temple area.  On three sides (the west, north, and east) the porticoes were 30 cubits broad and had two rows of columns.  Each column was made of a single block of white marble some 25 cubits high.  The portico on the east side was known as Solomon’s.  The famous Royal Portico was on the south side.  Here there were three aisles between four rows of columns, a total of 162 columns in all.  Each column was 27 feet high and had a circumference equal to the outstretched arms of three men.”


d.  “The portico of Solomon would have provided a measure of protection from the elements; it was a roofed colonnade supported by pillars, located on the east side of the temple area and overlooking the Kidron Valley below.  Many people frequented the site, especially in inclement weather.  Some walked there to meditate, and rabbis sometimes taught their students there.  Later, the early Christians would gather in the portico of Solomon to proclaim the gospel (Acts 3:11; 5:12).  Some see in John’s reference to winter a metaphor for the Jews’ spiritual state—that it described not only the season of the year, but also Israel’s spiritual coldness.  ‘The thoughtful reader of the Gospel understands that time and temperature notations in John are reflections of the spiritual condition of the persons in the stories (Jn 3:2; 13:30; 18:18; 20:1, 19; 21:3–4)’ (Gerald L. Borchert, John 1–11, The New American Commentary [Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 2002], 337–38).”
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