John 1:1
John 10:17


 is the preposition DIA plus the accusative of cause/reason from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning literally “Because of this” or “For this reason.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “Me” and referring to Jesus.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR, meaning “the Father.”  With this we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb AGAPAW, which means “to love unconditionally.”


The present tense is a static or aoristic present, which describes an action that has always and will always occur.  There has never been a time nor will there ever be a time when this is not a fact.


The active voice indicates that the Father produces the action of unconditionally loving Jesus.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic fact.

“For this reason the Father loves Me,”
 is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because,” followed by the nominative subject from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “I” and referring to Jesus.  Then we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb TITHĒMI, which means “to lay down one’s life.”

The present tense is a tendential present, which describes an action that is purposed but not yet taking place.  In this case it is certain to take place.


The active voice indicates that Jesus will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun PSUCHĒ plus the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “My life.”
“because I lay down My life,”
 is the conjunction HINA, meaning “in order that” and used to introduce a purpose clause.  With this we have the temporal adverb PALIN, meaning “again” plus the first person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb LAMBANW, which means “to take; to receive.”


The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which regards the future action in its entirety as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus will produce the action of receiving His human life again.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose with the conjunction HINA.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the third person feminine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “it” and referring to the PSUCHĒ, the human life of Jesus.

“in order that I may receive it again.”
Jn 10:17 corrected translation
“For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life, in order that I may receive it again.”
Explanation:
1.  “For this reason the Father loves Me,”

a.  The phrase “For this reason” refers to what follows in this sentence, not to the statements made previously.  The reason God the Father loves God the Son is related to the Son’s willingness to lay down His spiritual and physical life on behalf of others.

b.  The word for love used here is not the family love of PHILEW, but the unconditional love of AGAPAW.  God the Father loves God the Son unconditionally, intimately, personally, and totally.  God the Father loves Him in His deity and in His hypostatic union.

c.  But the emphasis here is that the Father loves the Son incarnate, because Jesus is willing to demonstrate the love of the Father by sacrificing Himself for others.

2.  “because I lay down My life,”

a.  Jesus now states the reason for the Father’s perfect unconditional love for Him.  The Father loves Jesus because Jesus is willing to lay down His life.  This statement is packed full of theology, which we must unpack.

b.  The word ‘life’ refers to more than just the physical life of our Lord on the Cross.  Jesus certainly laid down His physical life by allowing Himself to be betrayed, be arrested, be tried unjustly without defending Himself, and being nailed to the Cross, all of which could have been stopped at any moment with one command to the elect angels.

c.  In addition to all these things our Lord laid own His physical life by exhaling on the Cross and refusing to inhale again.  No one killed Him.  He stopped His own life, in a manner no one else is capable of doing.  The spear thrust into His heart did not kill Him, but proved that He was already dead and a true human being, having blood and serum.


d.  But our Lord’s physical life wasn’t the only thing that He laid down on the Cross.  He also laid down His spiritual life, when He accepted the judgment of our personal sins in His own body on the Cross.  This was His “spiritual death,” being identified with our sins and being judged as a substitute for us as a sinless sacrifice.  He did not sin while bearing our sins and being judged for them, but His perfect spiritual life came into contact with our sins, which produced in Him a unique “spiritual death.”  His spiritual death is unique because it was not produced by Him committing a personal sin.  His spiritual death is unique because it is a result of our personal sins being imputed to Him and judged.

e.  Therefore, our Lord was willing to receive the imputation and judgment of our personal sins, resulting in spiritual death and then willingly gave up His physical life after the punishment for our sins was completed.  Think about this—after bearing our sins and being judged as a substitute for us, Jesus could have pulled Himself off the Cross and walked away.  But Jesus didn’t do this because His work was not finished.  Jesus still had to conquer physical death in resurrection.  And that is the subject of the next phrase in this sentence.

f.  There never was a time when God the Father did not or does not love God the Son.  He has always loved Him and will always love Him with an eternal, perfect, intimate, unconditional love, because Jesus is willing to obey the Father in all things, even His spiritual and physical deaths on the Cross.  Jesus did not receive the love of God the Father as a reward for His obedience.  He always had the love of the Father because of His eternal obedience to the Father.
3.  “in order that I may receive it again.”

a.  The Lord laid down His spiritual life that He might receive it again, which He did when He said, “It is finished.”  The Lord laid down His physical life in order that He might receive it again in resurrection, which He did.

b.  Jesus is predicting His resurrection, which the Pharisees listening to Him would understand and believe, since they believed in the resurrection and the Sadducees did not.

c.  Therefore, God the Father loves Jesus unconditionally because He is willing to give up His life and become the sacrifice for the sins of the world, and then trust that the Father and Holy Spirit would resurrect Him after three days.  He had total confidence and trust in the Father’s plan, just as we are required to have total trust and confidence in the Father’s plan for our salvation.

4.  Commentators’ comments.


a.  “For this reason points to the following HOTI clause.  The Father’s love for the Son is drawn out by the voluntary offering of the Son for the sin of the world (Rom 5:8).  Jesus does for us what any good shepherd does (Jn 10:11) as he has already said (Jn 10:15).  The value of the atoning death of Christ lies in the fact that he is the Son of God, the Son of Man, free of sin, and that he makes the offering voluntarily (Heb 9:14).  He looked beyond his death on the Cross to the resurrection.”


b.  “It cannot be supposed that the Father’s love was dependent on the Son’s action, but rather that it was demonstrated through it.  The concluding clause shows that the sacrifice was not regarded as an end in itself.  The resurrection was in mind as the triumphant outcome.  The totally voluntary character of the self-offering and the authority vested in Jesus is stressed.”


c.  “The force of Greek connectives DIA TOUTO and HOTI probably are not causal in implication when combined, but the causal relationship leads to a result rather than the reverse.  It would be highly unlikely that either Jesus or John would have based the love of the Father for Jesus on the Son’s causal willingness to die.  Instead, the love of the Father would more likely have led to the Son’s willingness to die for the sheep.  Therefore, I would reverse the idea and read the text of 10:17 as, ‘Because [DIA TOUTO] the Father loves me, that is the reason [HOTI] I lay down my life.’  The model of the Father provided the model for the Son, which in turn should provide the model for the followers of Jesus (cf. Jn 13:34; 15:12).”
  The only problem with this explanation is that HOTI never means “for this reason” or “that is the reason” when it follows DIA TOUTO.  In every other use in the NT, the meaning of HOTI is ‘because’ when it follows DIA TOUTO.  However, the basic thought of Borchert is absolutely correct: the love of the Father led to our Lord’s willingness to die for the sheep.

d.  “The claim that Jesus would lay down His own life and that no one would take it from Him was well supported by the events of the past few days, for the Jews had been unable to arrest or stone Him because of nothing other than the divine restraining hand.  Only when Jesus chose to relax that restraining hand would the Jews be able to execute Him.  Notably, too, His claim to be able to take up His life after He had laid it down was made six months in advance of the resurrection, and in public.  Now, many men have laid down their lives one way or another, but only One has taken His up again!  This was not new teaching, for Jesus opened His ministry in Jerusalem with this same teaching two and a half years earlier.  Surely, there is no greater proof of His deity than the resurrection.”


e.  “Two attitudes define the relationship of the incarnate Christ to the Father: love and obedience. The two are inseparably linked, since it is impossible to love God without obeying Him (John 15:9; 1 John 2:3–5; 5:3). The Father loves the Son because He laid down His life for the sheep, all of whom the Father had chosen in eternity past and given to the Son in time; the Son demonstrated His love to the Father ‘by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross’ (Phil 2:8).  He did so voluntarily; no one took His life away from Him, but He laid it down on His own initiative.  At His trial Jesus told Pilate, who would order His execution, ‘You would have no authority over Me, unless it had been given you from above’ (Jn 19:11; cf. Mt 26:53–54).  The Lord’s twice-repeated declaration that He would take His life up again points forward to His resurrection—the ultimate demonstration of His messiahship and deity (Rom 1:4).”


f.  “The Father’s love for the Son is linked with the Son’s death for the world.  This event is naturally not represented as the origin of that love but as supreme manifestation and enactment.  The Father willed that the Son should lay down his life for humankind, and the Son obeyed, in freedom, and with sovereign authority from the Father.”
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