John 1:1
John 10:15


 is the comparative conjunction KATHWS, which means “just as; even as; or as.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to know.”

The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “Me” and refers to Jesus.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR, meaning “the Father” and referring to God the Father.  This is followed by the combination of the conjunction KAI and the first person singular nominative subject from the personal pronoun EGW.  The crasis or combination of the two words forms the word KAGW, which means “and I.”  Then we have the repetition of the first person singular present active indicative of the verb GINWSKW, meaning “to know.”  The morphology of the verb is the same as previously given.  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR, meaning “the Father.”

“just as the Father knows Me and I know the Father;”
 is the consequential use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and so or and consequently,” followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun PSUCHĒ with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “My life.”  Then we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb TITHĒMI, which means “to place; to lay down one’s life.”

The present tense is an aorist present, which presents the action as a simple event or as a present fact without any reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that Jesus is going to produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the preposition HUPER plus the genitive of advantage from the neuter plural article and noun PROBATON, meaning “on behalf of or for the sheep.”

“and consequently I lay down My life for the sheep.”
Jn 10:15 corrected translation
“just as the Father knows Me and I know the Father; and consequently I lay down My life for the sheep.”
Explanation:
1.  “just as the Father knows Me and I know the Father;”

a.  This verse is the continuation of the sentence begun in verse 14.  The entire sentence now reads: “I am the good shepherd, and I know My own and My own know Me, just as the Father knows Me and I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep.”


b.  Jesus’ own sheep (believers) know Him just as the Father knows Him.  This obviously does not refer to divine knowledge, such as omniscience or foreknowledge or empirical knowledge.  Several commentators suggest that this knowing refers to our love for Jesus, which is compared to the Father’s love for Jesus, His Son.  Since God the Father loves God the Son with an infinite and eternal love, I find it hard to compare my love or any other believer’s love for the Lord Jesus Christ with the eternal, infinite and perfect love of God the Father.

c.  So what is the only thing that we know about Jesus that compares with what God the Father knows about our Lord Jesus Christ?  We know that our Lord loves us with an unconditional love, just as the Father knows that the Son loves unconditionally.  The Father knows how Jesus loves others, just as Jesus knows how the Father loves others.  We have come to know how both of them love unconditionally.



(1)  1 Jn 2:3, “And by this we know that we have come to know Him, if we continue to keep His commands.”



(2)  1 Jn 3:16a, “By means of this we have come to know this unconditional love; that He laid down His life for us;”



(3)  1 Jn 4:6a, “We [God’s pastors and evangelists] are from God; the one who has come to know God [positive believer] keeps listening to us.”



(4)  1 Jn 4:7-8, “Beloved ones, let us unconditionally love one another, because unconditional love is from God; furthermore, everyone who loves unconditionally has been born from God and has come to know God.  The one who does not love unconditionally [believer in cosmic system] has not come to know God, because God is love.”



(5)  1 Jn 5:2, “By this we have come to know that we keep unconditionally loving the children of God: whenever we unconditionally love God and we carry out His orders.”



(6)  The fact that believers are capable of coming to know the Father and the love is stated by Paul in Phil 3:10a, “that I may come to know Him and the power of His resurrection.”

d.  Obviously God the Son loves God the Father with an unconditional personal love beyond anything we can produce in this sinful body.  But in a resurrection body, we just might be able to love the Father just as the humanity of Jesus loves the Father—with a perfect, sinless, unconditional love of total obedience.


e.  Remember that the knowledge that the shepherd has for the sheep refers to the intimate love relationship between the shepherd and the sheep.  Jesus is telling us that the intimate, unconditional love relationship of the shepherd for the sheep and the sheep for the shepherd is to be compared with the intimate, unconditional love relationship that the children of God have for their heavenly Father.


f.  The relationship between the Lord and all believers is modeled after or based upon the love relationship between the Father and the Son.  “My sheep know Me stresses their reciprocal knowledge of and intimacy with Him.  This intimacy is modeled on the loving and trusting mutual relationship of the Father and the Son.”

2.  “and consequently I lay down My life for the sheep.”

a.  As a result of the intimate, unconditional love relationship between the Father and the Son’s unconditional love for all mankind, our Lord willingly lays down His life for the sheep.  This is a repetition of the statement made in verse 11.  It is repeated for emphasis and clarity.

b.  Jesus doesn’t lay down His life for the sheep because of His empirical knowledge of the sheep, but because of His intimate knowledge that produces a love relationship for the sheep.

c.  The good shepherd is willing to lay down His life of His own free will.  No one is forcing Him to do so.  The Father requests that He do so, in order to demonstrate the conditional love of the Father and Son for the sheep, and the Son does so willingly.


d.  Jesus will lay down His life for the sheep on the Cross.  He will lay down His spiritual life while bearing our sins as a substitute for us.  This is the greatest demonstration that the Father and Son could make of their unconditional love for all.


e.  Commentators’ thoughts:



(1)  “In these verses, know has that same connotation of a relationship of love.  The simple truth here is that Jesus in love knows His own, they in love know Him, the Father in love knows Jesus, and He in love knows the Father.  Believers are caught up in the deep and intimate affection that is shared between God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ (Jn 14:21, 23; 15:10; 17:25–26).”



(2)  “In the Gospel of John, the word know means much more than intellectual awareness.  It speaks of an intimate relationship between God and His people (see Jn 17:3).”



(3)  “The mutual knowledge of the Shepherd and his ‘sheep’ denotes an intimate relationship which reflects the fellowship of love between the Father and the Son.”



(4)  “This knowledge is not simply a knowledge about one another or merely the knowledge of an acquaintance.  Rather, it is an intimacy that is love.  This theme of intimacy …will be unpacked in detail in the discourse in the upper room (chapters 13-17).  This closeness includes the most intimate of relations between Jesus and each of his followers, and it is part of the union with God that they enter into in Christ through membership in his flock.”
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