John 1:8



 is the absolute negative OUK, meaning “not,” followed by the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: was.”

The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes the state of being in the past.


The active voice indicates that John produced the action of not being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the remote demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, which means “that one” and can also be used as a personal pronoun, meaning “he,” referring to John.  This demonstrative pronoun is frequently used by Greek writers when they want to place emphasis on the subject.  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the neuter singular article and noun PHWS, which means “the Light.”
“He was not the Light,”
 is the adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but,” followed by the conjunction HINA, meaning “in order that.”  With this conjunction we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb MARTUREW, which means “to bear witness; to testify.”

The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which views the entire future action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that John came into existence for the purpose of producing the action of testifying about the Light.


The subjunctive mood is a subjunctive of purpose, indicating the purpose for John’s existence.

Finally, we have the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the neuter singular article and noun PHWS, meaning “about the Light.”  Notice that there is no main verb in this clause.  This is an ellipsis; that is a deliberate omission of the main verb from the context, which is found at the beginning of the previous verse—ERCHOMAI = “[he came].”  Several Greek scholars agree that this is the proper ellipsis here.
“but [he came] in order that he might testify about the Light.”
Jn 1:8 corrected translation
“He was not the Light, but [he came] in order that he might testify about the Light.”
Explanation:

1.  “He was not the Light,”

a.  John continues his explanation by indicating that John the Baptist was not the Light of the World (a title of the Messiah, which was simplified or abbreviated to simply “the Light.”

b.  John the Baptist was not the Messiah, the Son of God, or the Lamb of God.  He was the herald of the King of the Jews, the herald of the Messiah.  Some scholars think that a sect of followers of John the Baptist continued to exist until the time when John wrote this (circa 90 A.D.), just as Paul had found a group of followers of John the Baptist in Ephesus, when he first arrived there in about 53 A.D., some twenty plus years after the death of John the Baptist.

c.  John also stresses the fact that John the Baptist was not the Messiah in:



(1)  Jn 1:19-20, “This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent to him priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’  And he confessed and did not deny, but confessed, ‘I am not the Christ.’”


(2)  Jn 3:26-28, “And they came to John and said to him, ‘Rabbi, He who was with you beyond the Jordan, to whom you have testified, behold, He is baptizing and all are coming to Him.’  John answered and said, ‘A man can receive nothing unless it has been given him from heaven.  You yourselves are my witnesses that I said, “I am not the Christ,” but, “I have been sent ahead of Him.”’”



(3)  Jn 5:33-36, “You have sent to John, and he has testified to the truth.  But the testimony which I receive is not from man, but I say these things so that you may be saved.  He was the lamp that was burning and was shining and you were willing to rejoice for a while in his light.  But the testimony which I have is greater than the testimony of John; for the works which the Father has given Me to accomplish—the very works that I do—testify about Me, that the Father has sent Me.”  Note that John the Baptist was a lamp, like a light that a person puts on a table to give light to the room.  But Jesus Christ is the light of the world, like the sun, which illuminates the entire earth.

d.  Luke also stresses the fact that John the Baptist was not the Messiah in:



(1)  Acts 13:25, “And while John was completing his course, he kept saying, ‘What do you suppose me to be?  I am not [He].  But behold, one is coming after me, concerning whom I am not worthy to untie the sandals of His feet.’”



(2)  Acts 18:25, “This man [Apollos] had been instructed in the way of the Lord.  And being enthusiastic in his spirit, he was speaking and teaching accurately the things concerning Jesus, being acquainted only with the baptism of John.”


(3)  Acts 19:1-5, “Now it happened while Apollos was in Corinth that, after going through the interior districts, Paul came down to Ephesus, and found some disciples.  Then he said to them, ‘Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?’ And they [said] to him, ‘On the contrary, we have not even heard whether the Holy Spirit is present.’  Then he said, ‘Therefore, into what were you baptized?’  And they said, ‘Into the baptism of John.’  Then Paul said, ‘John baptized with a baptism produced by a change of mind, directing the people that they might believe in the One who is coming after him, that is, in Jesus.’  Now after hearing [this], they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.”
2.  “but [he came] in order that he might testify about the Light.”

a.  In contrast to John the Baptist being the Light, John came that he might testify about the Light.  And what was John’s testimony?  John’s testimony was that Jesus was the Son of God incarnate, that He was the true Light coming into the world, that He was the Messiah, the Savior of Israel, and the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.

b.  The testimony of John about who and what the Lord Jesus Christ is is the major subject of verses 19-34.

c.  The Lord testifies about Himself as to who and what He is.  God the Father testifies about Him as do the Scriptures and the works that the Lord does.  The testimony of John the Baptist is the human testimony to the incarnation of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Just as more than one witness is required for conviction in a court of law, so the testimony about Jesus being the Messiah requires more than one witness before the Supreme Court of Heaven.


d.  “He was a star, like that which guided the wise men to Christ, a morning star; but he was not the Sun; not the Bridegroom, but a friend of the Bridegroom; not the Prince, but his harbinger.  There were those who rested in John’s baptism, and looked no further, as those Ephesians, Acts 19:3.  To rectify this mistake, the evangelist here, when he speaks very honorably of him, yet shows that he must give place to Christ.”


e.  “According to Acts 18:25 and 19:1–3, the disciples of John the Baptizer continued to exist alongside the early Christians.  Some scholars have thought that they were connected with the later Mandeans, who proclaimed John the Baptist as their prophet in the Muslim period.  But the historical connection has yet to be proved, and the demand of militant Islam to provide the name of a prophet prior to Mohammed as one basis for continued existence may have given rise to the link of the Baptist with Mandeanism.﻿﻿  Whatever the truth of Mandeanism’s roots may be, verse 8 suggests that the followers of the Baptist probably were still around at the time of the writing of this Gospel.  Whether these followers were claiming that John was the Light is not certain, but the severe tone of verse 8 is aimed at rejecting any such possible consideration.  From the evangelist’s point of view John must never be categorized as light.  His role is that of a witness, and no one should get the roles of Logos and John the witness confused.  This verse has great continuing relevance for the church because of the temptation for Christian leaders to assume a status of being more than witnesses and to pretend to speak personally with the authority of the light.  In such times Christian leaders need to hear the warning that they are not the light but are merely humble witnesses to the light.”
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