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
 is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb EIDON, meaning “to see: saw.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and proper noun IĒSOUS, transliterated as “Jesus.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and proper noun NATHANAĒL, transliterated as “Nathanael.”  Then we have the accusative masculine singular present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come: coming.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, describing what was happening at the moment of the action of the main verb (to see).


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning with the subject (Nathanael) producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial, adding a further circumstance to the action of seeing.

This is followed by the preposition PROS plus the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “toward Him” and referring to Jesus.  Then we have the additive/connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say: said.”


The present tense is a historical present, which is often used after a previous aorist tense to indicate a past action that is described as though occurring right now for the sake of vividness.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the preposition PERI plus the adverbial genitive of reference from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “concerning him” and referring to Nathanael.
“Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him, and said concerning him,”
 is the particle of attention IDE, which became of fixed form from the imperative of EIDON, meaning “Look, Behold, Notice, Pay Attention, etc.”  Then we have the adverb ALĒTHWS, which is used as an adjective to modify the nominative of appellation from the masculine singular proper noun ISRAĒLITĒS, meaning “a true or real Israelite.”

“‘Behold, a true Israelite,”
 is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “in whom” and referring to Nathanael.  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun DOLOS, meaning “deceit, cunning, or treachery.”
  Finally, we have the negative OUK, meaning “no” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: there is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the present state of being as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the state of no deceit produces the action of not being in Nathanael.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“in whom there is no deceit!’”

Jn 1:47 corrected translation
“Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him, and said concerning him, ‘Behold, a true Israelite, in whom there is no deceit!’”
Explanation:
1.  “Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him, and said concerning him,”

a.  After Philip invites Nathanael to “Come and See,” Nathanael accepts the invitation and comes with Philip to meet Jesus.  When Jesus sees them coming toward Him and they are close enough to hear, Jesus makes His statement concerning the character of Nathanael.

b.  Notice the Jesus makes this evaluation of the character of Nathanael before ever meeting him, looking at him, or talking to him.  Jesus had no empirical information on which to make this evaluation as far as we know.  There is no indication that the two men had ever met before or that Philip had told Jesus anything about Nathanael.

c.  It is hardly possible for any normal, mortal man to be able to evaluate the character of another person by how they walk toward them.  Therefore, we have here a demonstration in Jesus of something more than a normal, mortal man.

2.  “‘Behold, a true Israelite,”

a.  Jesus draws everyone’s attention to what He is about to say by the particle of exclamation, ‘Behold’.  Jesus wants all of them to stop talking and listen, because He is going to say something He doesn’t want them to miss.  Jesus is going to demonstrate something about Himself to His first disciples, which they do not yet realize about Him; that is, that He has the supernatural ability to see what is in the heart or thinking of people before He gets to know them.  This power or ability can have two possible sources: (1) it can come from His own deity (which He would be able to use here, because He is not using His deity to benefit Himself, but to prove Himself as the Messiah; or (2) from the helping ministry of the Holy Spirit.

b.  Jesus identifies Nathanael as a true or genuine Israelite, meaning that Nathanael was a person who honestly believed in the hope of Israel and wanted to find the Messiah because of his true love of God.  Nathanael was not like the leaders of the Sanhedrin in Jerusalem or the people of Israel who only wanted a political Messiah to overthrow Roman rule.  Nathanael was a man who loved God because of who and what God was, not what God could or would do for him.  “Jesus did not embrace the false faith manifested by those who witnessed His signs, because He knew all men, and therefore did not need anyone to testify concerning man, for He Himself knew what was in man.  He knows the true state of every heart.  He saw in Nathanael the heart of an honest, true seeker.”


c.  “Jesus here makes a wordplay on the Old Testament Jacob, or ‘Israel,’ who was a man of guile (Gen 27:35; 31:26).”
  “The second half of this pericope [‘a selected extract from a book or paper; especially, a passage from the Bible to be used in a formal service’] undoubtedly was intended as a contrast to the patriarch Jacob.  Jesus designated Nathanael as a true or authentic (ALĒTHWS, here used adjectivally) Israelite in whom there was no deceit or guile.  In making this statement, Jesus contrasted Nathanael with his forefather Jacob, the usurper (Gen 25:26), who by duplicity or guile (DOLOS Gen 27:35, LXX) deceived his father and cheated his brother out of the blessing, to say nothing of his dealings with his uncle Laban, who also was skilled in guile.  At the same time the designation of being an authentic or worthy Israelite﻿ placed Nathanael within God’s great intention of transforming Jacob and his offspring.  During the wrestling match at Jabbok-Peniel, Jacob received the new name of ‘Israel’ (‘prince with God’), the sign of his changed status (Gen 32:24–30).”
 
3.  “in whom there is no deceit!’”

a.  Jesus’ evaluation of Nathanael is that he is an honest person; someone who is forthright, true to his word, and does not try to deceive others.  Nathanael is no con man.  This statement is clearly the evaluation of the character of Nathanael, which it would have been impossible for Jesus to know without spending time with Nathanael and hearing him talk.

b.  One commentator conjectures that “Nathanael had done some undisclosed deed under the fig tree which was significant enough to warrant Jesus’ remark.”
  We have no evidence that Nathanael did anything under the fig tree other than talk to Philip, so this conjecture should be taken for what it is—conjecture.

c.  “Thus we cannot reduce this word of Jesus to mean merely that Jesus sees the character of the man Nathanael; we must elevate it to mean the character and quality of his being an Israelite, a man who is absolutely sincere about Israel’s hope and salvation, so sincere that he does not allow the mention of Nazareth to turn him away from Jesus.  Most men lack this complete sincerity.  Professing love to Christ, they still secretly love the world and the flesh; promising faithfulness, the promise does not fully bind their hearts.  This deceit kept the Jewish nation from Christ, proved the curse of Judas, almost wrecked Peter.  ‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God,’ Mt 5:8.”


d.  “It will be noticed how the Lord interprets the thoughts of all whom He meets in these opening chapters of John: Peter (verse 42), Philip (verse 43), Nathanael (verse 47), Mary (2:4), Nicodemus (chapter 3), the woman of Samaria (chapter 4).”
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