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
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And,” followed by the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the two disciples of John produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural article, cardinal adjective DUO and noun MATHĒTĒS, meaning “the two disciples.”
  This is followed by the genitive direct object (AKOUW takes its object in the genitive case) third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “him.” This pronoun also serves as a genitive absolute subject of the participle.
  (Participles following verbs of perception and cognition, such as AKOUW, BLEPW, GINWSKW, EIDON, HEURISKW, THEWREW, OIDA, or HORAW function in the same way as participles following verbs of speaking. They can also form noun phrase direct objects with an oblique case participle.  As with indirect discourse, the complementizer (“that”) need not be present.  …Other examples include John 1:37.”

Greek often has words that serve double duty such as this.  Then we have the genitive masculine singular present active participle from the verb LALEW, which means “to speak.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what was occurring at that moment.


The active voice indicates that the two disciples produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“And the two disciples heard him speaking,”
 is the additive/continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb AKOLOUTHEW, which means “to follow: they followed.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the two disciples of John the Baptist (Andrew and John) produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the dative direct object (the verb AKOLOUTHEW takes its direct object in the dative case) from the masculine singular article and proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus.”

“and they followed Jesus.”
Jn 1:37 corrected translation
“And the two disciples heard him speaking, and they followed Jesus.”
Explanation:
1.  “And the two disciples heard him speaking,”

a.  The two disciples of John the Baptist didn’t just hear what John said, but heard and understood the significance of what his words meant.  They were not just hearers only, but doers of the word of God, and the Baptist was certainly declaring the word of God, when he said, “Behold, the Lamb of God.”


(1)  These two disciples immediately took the action of leaving John and following Jesus.  John had prepared them for this transfer of allegiance.  John was not jealous of Jesus; he was not resentful of losing some of his followers.  This was a free will decision on the part of the two disciples to leave John and follow Jesus.  They were not forced or compelled emotionally to do so.



(2)  We must remember that there were many more things that were taught by John to his disciples than the few brief words we have in Scripture.  The Baptist had prepared all his disciples for the coming of the Messiah, and fully expected and wanted all of them to follow Him.  However, not all did.  No matter how good the preparation, some believers are not ready to act on the word of God, when the time comes to do so.


(3)  These two disciples had very positive volition to the teaching of the Baptist.  This positive volition allowed them to act appropriately, when the right time came for them to follow Jesus.  John didn’t have to encourage them to leave.  They understood what they needed to do and did it.  The word of God in their soul influenced them to follow Jesus, not the Baptist.  John prepared them, but the word of God motivated them.



(4)  Positive volition to the teaching of the word of God listens, understands, and prepares itself to take action when necessary.  There was no hesitation on the part of these two disciples.  There were no excuses.  They had followed the Baptist to find the Messiah.  Now that the Messiah had been found, they would follow Him.


b.  “Disciples, learners, or followers in the first century were quite literally people who followed (walked after) a teacher and learned from both the words and actions of their mentor.”
   “These two disciples of the Baptist (Andrew and John) took him at his word and acted on it.  John the Baptist had predicted and portrayed the Messiah, had baptized him, had interpreted him, and now for the second time had identified him.”


c.  Who were these two disciples?  Verse 40 tells us that Andrew, the brother of Peter, was one of the two.  The other disciple is not named, but is most likely John, the author of this gospel.  “John first appears in Scripture as a disciple of John the Baptist (Jn 1:35–40; though characteristically, John did not name himself).  When the Baptist pointed out Jesus as the Messiah, the apostle John immediately left him and followed Jesus (1:37).  After remaining with Him for a while, John went back to his father’s fishing business.  Later, he became a permanent disciple of Jesus (Mt 4:18–22).”

2.  “and they followed Jesus.”

a.  Notice carefully the word “Jesus.”  This name emphasizes the humanity of Christ.  We are commanded in Scripture to be imitators of Christ.  It was impossible for the disciples or us to follow or imitatate the deity of Christ, because we are not divine.  We have to follow and imitate the humanity of Christ; that is, Jesus.

b.  To follow Jesus means to learn from Him and to imitate Him in our thoughts, words, and actions.  Eph 5:1 says, “Therefore, become imitators of God, as beloved children,” and then verse 2 tells us how to do this “and continue walking in the sphere of unconditional love, just as Christ also loved us and delivered Himself over as a substitute for us.”  This was not an emotional decision to follow Jesus, but a cognitive decision, which elicited an appropriate emotional response of excitement, as seen in Andrew’s statement to his brother Peter, “We have found the Messiah.”  Notice that Jesus did not call on them to follow Him at this point.  That would happen later at another time and place.

c.  What is the first thing we must do in the Christian life after believing in Christ?  We have to do the same thing Jesus did; we have to imitate Him: “The Child continued to grow and become strong, increasing in wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him,” Lk 2:40.


d.  As this process of spiritual growth continues we become more and more influenced by two things in the spiritual life: the influence of God the Holy Spirit and the influence of the word of God in our soul.  Following Jesus is a process of spiritual growth throughout one’s life.


e.  As a part of this process of spiritual growth, our faith must also be tested by God, 1 Cor 10:13, “Testing has not seized you except the human kind.  Moreover God [is] faithful, who will not permit you to be tested beyond that which you are able, but will also provide a way out with the testing, so that you will be able to endure.”


f.  As a part of this process of spiritual growth, we will be disciplined from time to time, Heb 12:5-7, “In fact, you have completely forgotten the exhortation which instructs you as sons, ‘My son, do not regard lightly the discipline [training] from the Lord, nor give up because you are disciplined by Him; For whom the Lord loves unconditionally He disciplines; furthermore He scourges with a whip every son whom He receives’.  You endure for the purpose of training; God deals with you as with sons; for what son [is there] whom a father does not discipline?”

g.  As a part of this process of spiritual growth, we also receive great blessing, “Worthy of praise [is] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in heavenly places in Christ,” Eph 1:3.
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