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
 is the combination of the conjunction KAI and the first person singular personal pronoun EGW to form the word KAGW, which means “Indeed I; In fact I; Even I; or I also.”  This is an emphatic statement and should be translated “Indeed I” or “In fact I.”  Then we have the first person singular perfect active indicative from two verbs: (1) the verb HORAW, which means “to see;” and (2) the verb MARTUREW, which means “to testify.”  The morphology of both verbs is the same.

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect,
 which emphasizes a past, completed action.  It is translated by the English auxiliary verb “have.”


The active voice indicates that John the Baptist produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Indeed I have seen and have testified”
 is the explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that” and introducing indirect discourse.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “the One” or “He.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the state of being as an unchanging fact.


The active voice indicates that Jesus produces the state of being the Son of God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally, we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS, meaning “the Son” plus the genitive of relationship and possession from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”
“that He is the Son of God.’”
Jn 1:34 corrected translation
“Indeed I have seen and have testified that He is the Son of God.’”
Explanation:
1.  “Indeed I have seen and have testified”

a.  John makes one final statement on this second day of the apostle’s account that summarizes God’s purpose for his life.  The statement is emphatic as shown by the use of KAGW for the third time in these few verses.  It was a dogmatic fact that John the Baptist saw the Messiah, identified the Messiah by what God the Father had told him to look for, and testified to what he saw.

b.  John did what all believers are responsible for doing—testifying about the person of Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God.  We are ambassadors for Christ, and as such have the same mission and purpose on earth as John the Baptist.  God expects us to testify to what we believe, since the Lord Jesus Christ is no longer visible on earth during the Church Age.  We cannot testify to what we have seen, but we can testify to what we believe.  And as John says in 1 Jn 5:7-13, “For this reason there are three who testify: the Spirit and the water [the word of God] and the blood [work of Jesus Christ].  Furthermore, these three are for one purpose.  If we accept the testimony of men [and we do], the testimony of God is greater.  For this is the testimony of God that He has testified concerning His Son.  He who believes in the Son of God has this testimony in himself; he who does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony, which God has testified concerning His Son.  In fact, this is the testimony, namely, that God has given to us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.  He who has the Son has this life [eternal life].  He who does not have the Son of God does not have this life.  I have written these things to you who believe in the person of the Son of God, in order that you may know that you have eternal life.”


(1)  Acts 4:33, “And with great power the apostles were giving testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was on them all.”


(2)  1 Tim 2:6-7, “Who gave Himself a ransom as a substitute for all mankind, a testimony at the proper time.  For the purpose of which [testimony] I was appointed ‘Herald’ and ‘Apostle’, (I am speaking the truth; I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in doctrine and truth.”



(3)  2 Tim 1:8, “Therefore, do not be ashamed of the testimony with reference to our Lord, nor me His prisoner, but join with me in suffering evil with reference to the gospel according to the power of God,”



(4)  Rev 1:1-2, “The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God [the Father] has given to Him [Jesus Christ] to make known to His slaves, the things which must shortly take place.  Furthermore, He communicated by sending [it] through His angel to His slave, John, who bore witness to the message of God; that is, the testimony of Jesus Christ about everything he saw.”


(5)  Jn 21:24, “This is the disciple who is testifying to these things and wrote these things, and we know that his testimony is true.”

c.  John the Baptist physically saw the theophany of the Holy Spirit descend and remain on Jesus.  He also probably heard the voice of God the Father declare, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased” (Mk 1:11=Mt 3:17=Lk 3:22).   John testifies to these things not only for our benefit, but as a witness to the leadership of Israel, who rejected Jesus as the Messiah and to all the fallen angels as a part of the resolution of the angelic conflict.  How does this help resolve the angelic conflict with God, you might ask?  If a mere man, such as John the Baptist, could recognize, and accept that Jesus was the Christ and had come to earth as the Lamb of God to take away the sin of the world, then the fallen angels, who are greater than a mere man are obliged to do so as well.  We might note that no demon during the First Advent ever questioned the existence or authority of Jesus as the Christ.
2.  “that He is the Son of God.’”

a.  The greatest testimony John ever gave is now stated—it is that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.  Notice that this testimony is given at the beginning of our Lord’s ministry, not at the end.  Some commentators declare that there was a gradual revelation of Jesus to His disciples that He was the Son of God.  There was never a gradual revelation.  There was a full revelation by John the Baptist at the beginning of our Lord’s ministry that He was the Son of God.  The problem was that it took some, if not most of the disciples, quite a while to understand and accept this fact.  The leadership of Israel never did accept it.

b.  When the leadership of Israel questioned Jesus about whether or not He was the Son of God, He said ‘Yes’, and they considered it blasphemy and wanted to stone Him right then and there.  John the Baptist declared openly that Jesus was the Son of God, and the leadership of Israel was afraid of what the crowds would do to them, if they laid a hand on John.

c.  Thomas, the disciple of our Lord, did not recognize Jesus as the Son of God until he saw Him after His resurrection.  Peter recognized Jesus as the Son of God, when Jesus asked him, “Whom do you say that I am?”  But John, the son of Zebedee, the disciple of our Lord and the author of this gospel, probably accepted the witness of John the Baptist from the beginning that Jesus was the Son of God.  The apostle John accepted what the Baptist testified about Jesus; that is, about what he had seen and what he had heard.  And just as the testimony of the Baptist was and is true, so also the testimony of the apostle John was and is true.

d.  The next section of John’s gospel (verses 35-49) show us how the first disciples of Jesus believed that He was the Messiah, the Son of God based upon the testimony of John the Baptist.


e.  “There can be little doubt that the title of ‘Son’ or ‘Son of God’ is fundamental in John’s Christology; it occurs twenty-nine times in the Gospel and twenty-four times in the Epistles.”
  “Nathanael uses it as a Messianic title (Jn 1:49) as does Martha (Jn 11:27).  The Synoptics use it also of Christ (Mk 3:11; Mt 14:33; Lk 22:70).  Caiaphas employs it to Christ as a Messianic title (Mt 26:63) and Jesus confessed under oath that he was (verse 64), thus applying the term to himself as he does in John’s Gospel (Jn 5:25; 10:36; 11:4) and by implication (the Father, the Son) in Mt 11:27 (=Lk 10:22).  Hence in the Synoptics also Jesus calls himself the Son of God.  The phrase means more than just Messiah and expresses the peculiar relation of the Son to the Father (Jn 3:18; 5:25; 17:5; 19:7; 20:31) like that of the Logos with God in Jn 1:1.”


f.  “The Son of God is probably Jesus’ most important title in John.  Since the heart of the gospel is that God sent his Son as Savior (Jn 3:16), John’s purpose is to lead the reader to recognize the claim of Jesus (Jn 19:7) and make the confession of the disciples (Jn 1:34, 49; 11:27) that he is the Son of God.  As Son, he reveals the Father (Jn 1:18), whose activities of life-giving and judgment he shares (Jn 5:19-29).  Through belief in him men receive salvation (Jn 3:36) and freedom (Jn 8:36).  But to say that Jesus is the Son of God is to ascribe full deity to him.  Thus he who as the Word of God is himself God (Jn 1:1), is also confessed by men on earth as Lord and God (Jn 20:28, which is the climax of the Gospel).”


g.  “The clear testimony of verse 34 is that before Jesus began His public ministry to the Jewish nation He was identified as the Son of God.  The nation was on notice, as this statement was undoubtedly conveyed to the Sanhedrin (verse 22 compared with verse 19).  It now remained to be seen whether they would accept Him as the Son of God.  So John had identified the Messiah to the political and religious leadership of the nation.  Mankind has been told that their Messiah was on earth, and His identity was disclosed.  He was about to commence His ministry to the human race; and John had indicated, too, the nature of that ministry.  The positive, unambiguous statement by John that Jesus is the Son of God is most important, for it establishes that even before He commenced His public ministry, Jesus was identified as God. It stresses that the question before the Jewish nation was not, ‘Who is Jesus?’ but, “’Will you acknowledge Him as the Son of God?’”


h.  “Before leaving this section let us note very specifically that Jesus’ ministry was initiated with a spectacular announcement by a voice from Heaven to a large gathering of mankind that Jesus is God’s Son, and that all He was about to do met with God’s approval.  So the Jewish nation was on notice that its Messiah had at last arrived; indeed, the human race had been served this notice by God Himself—nothing could have been more definite or specific. There was nothing secretive about Jesus’ ministry; it started with a public, supernatural announcement made to a large group of people, whom God had ensured were expectantly awaiting just this event.  Everyone who heard this announcement knew just Who Jesus is and what His ministry was about.  We know we should be able to trace the race’s rapt and joyous response to this magnificent news, but we also know the actual story is one of abject neglect and indifference.  One other detail needs to be noted and marveled at, and that is Jesus’ age, for He was about thirty years of age when this event took place.  Now, Num 4:3, 23 gives thirty years of age as the divinely stipulated age for the commencement of priestly duties.  Notably, both John and Jesus were this age when they commenced their service.  God works within His own rules! He never needs exceptions, and this quashed any justifiable nit-picking over petty details!”


i.  Jn 20:30-31, “Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.”
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