John 1:17



 is the explanatory/causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “Because.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun NOMOS, meaning “the Law” and referring to the Mosaic Law.  This is followed by the preposition DIA plus the ablative of agency
 from the masculine singular proper noun MWUSĒS, meaning “through the agency of Moses.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to be given.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.
The passive voice indicates that the Law received the action of being given through Law.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Because the Law was given through the agency of Moses;”
 is the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun CHARIS, meaning “grace” plus the additive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun ALĒTHEIA, meaning “truth.”  Then we have the preposition DIA plus the ablative of agency from the masculine singular proper nouns IĒSOUS and CHRISTOS, meaning “through the agency of Jesus Christ.”  Finally, we have the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to come into being as an event or phenomenon from a point of origin: to arise, come about, or develop.”


The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.
The deponent middle voice functions in an active sense with grace of truth producing the action of coming about through the agency of Jesus Christ.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“grace and truth came about through the agency of Jesus Christ.”
John 1:17 corrected translation
“Because the Law was given through the agency of Moses; grace and truth came about through the agency of Jesus Christ.”
Explanation:
1.  “Because the Law was given through the agency of Moses;”

a.  This verse is a further explanation of what was said in the previous verse.  The context says, “For from His fullness we have all received; that is, grace upon grace.  Because the Law was given through the agency of Moses; grace and truth came about through the agency of Jesus Christ.”

b.  John now illustrates with an example of how we have all received grace upon grace from God.  The illustration deals with how the Mosaic Law was given in grace to the Jews.

c.  The status of mankind prior to the giving of God’s Law to Moses can be illustrated in two passages of Scripture.



(1)  Gen 6:5 “Therefore the Lord saw that the evil of mankind was great on the earth.  Consequently, every purpose of the thoughts of his mind is exclusively evil all the time.”


(2)  Rom 1:18-32, “Therefore the anger [judgment] of God is being revealed from heaven on all rejection of God and wrongdoing [unrighteousness, wickedness, and injustice] of men, who suppress the truth by means of wrongdoing.  Because what is capable of being known about God is evident [plainly visible] among them; for God has revealed [it] to them.  For His invisible attributes from the creation of the universe are perceived clearly, being understood by the things He has created, both His eternal power and divine nature, so that they are without excuse.  Because although they knew God [Jesus Christ], they did not honor [Him] as God, nor did they feel obligated to give thanks.  Instead they became worthless in their thoughts and their ignorant heart received darkness.  Although claiming to be wise, they became fools.  In fact they exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image of the form of perishable man and birds and quadrupeds and reptiles.  Therefore God delivered them over because of the desires of their hearts toward sexual degeneracy, that their bodies might be dishonored [degraded] among them.  Who indeed exchanged the truth from God [the gospel] for a lie; they both worshipped and served the creature [Satan] rather than the Creator [Jesus Christ], who is praised forever.  It is certain.  Because of this, God delivered them over to dishonorable sexual passions.  For example, even their women exchanged the natural function of sexual relations for that which [is] contrary to nature.  And likewise also the males, after abandoning natural sexual relations with the female, were inflamed in their sexual desire toward one another, males with males accomplishing shameless, indecent behavior and receiving in themselves the penalty which was necessary because of their perversion.  Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to have God in full knowledge, God delivered them over to degenerate thinking to do what is not proper, being filled with all wrongdoing, wickedness, greed, depravity, full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice, gossipers, slanderers, haters of God, insolent [rude and disrespectful], arrogant, braggarts, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, without understanding, not keeping their promises, without natural affection, unmerciful; who certainly, although knowing exactly the requirement of God that those who practice such things are worthy of death, not only continue to do these very things, but also approve of those who continue practicing [these things].”

c.  The Mosaic Law is God’s law and it was given to man for man’s benefit.  The primary purpose of the Law was to show man what sin was, so that he would recognize himself as a sinner in need of salvation from God.  In addition to this the Law then showed man who that savior would be in the person and work of the Messiah.  Finally, the purpose of the Law was to tell those who believed in Christ what God expected of them after they believed in Christ.  Was God’s demonstrated in the Law?  Certainly it was.  Dt 4:32-40, “Indeed, ask now concerning the former days which were before you, since the day that God created man on the earth, and [inquire] from one end of the heavens to the other.  Has [anything] been done like this great thing, or has [anything] been heard like it?  Has [any] people heard the voice of God speaking from the midst of the fire, as you have heard [it], and survived?  Or has a god tried to go to take for himself a nation from within [another] nation by trials, by signs and wonders and by war and by a mighty hand and by an outstretched arm and by great terrors, as the Lord your God did for you in Egypt before your eyes?  To you it was shown that you might know that the Lord, He is God; there is no other besides Him.  Out of the heavens He let you hear His voice to discipline you; and on earth He let you see His great fire, and you heard His words from the midst of the fire.  Because He loved your fathers, therefore He chose their descendants after them.  And He personally brought you from Egypt by His great power, driving out from before you nations greater and mightier than you, to bring you in [and] to give you their land for an inheritance, as it is today.  Know therefore today, and take it to your heart, that the Lord, He is God in heaven above and on the earth below; there is no other.  So you shall keep His statutes and His commandments which I am giving you today, that it may go well with you and with your children after you, and that you may live long on the land which the Lord your God is giving you for all time.”

d.  Related Scriptures.



(1)  Rom 7:14, “Certainly we know that the Law is spiritual,”



(2)  Gal 3:12, “In fact the Law is not by means of faith, but ‘The one who practices them [the requirements of the Mosaic Law] must live by means of them.’”



(3)  Gal 3:19, “Consequently, why the Law?  It was added because of our transgressions, until the Seed to Whom the promise had been made would come, having been commanded through the angels by the hand of the Mediator.”



(4)  Gal 3:23-24, “But before faith came, we kept being guarded under the Law, being confined because of the about to be revealed doctrine, so that the Law became our bodyguard until the time of Christ, in order that we might be declared righteous by faith.”


(5)  Col 2:16-17, “Therefore, let no one criticize [find fault with] you because of what you eat and because of what you drink or with regard to the observance of a religious holiday or the new moon or the Sabbaths, which things [Jewish religious observances] have been a foreshadowing of future things, but the reality is Christ.”



(6)  Heb 10:1, “Therefore, the Law, because it is a shadow of the future good things, not the very form of things, by means of the same sacrifices which they offer without interruption every year, is never able to make perfect those who approach.”

e.  “The coming of the law through Moses must be understood as a period or stage of grace.  Yet it was not the final stage because the full characteristics of God in a personal embodiment of grace (loving-kindness) and truth (genuine steadfastness and fidelity) could not be revealed except through ‘Jesus Christ’.”

2.  “grace and truth came about through the agency of Jesus Christ.”

a.  The giving of the Mosaic Law was a demonstration of the grace of God.  But God gave even greater grace to the entire world through the agency of Jesus Christ.

b.  The great demonstration of grace was not in God giving the Mosaic Law to the Jews, but in the Father sending His own Son to be a propitiation for our sins.  Rom 5:8, “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died [spiritually] as a substitute for us.”  The demonstration of God’s love is also the demonstration of His grace.

c.  The grace of God clearly came to mankind throughout human history in various and wonderful ways.  But the epitome of the grace of God was the coming of Jesus Christ to bear our sins and be punished as a substitute for us.


d.  The truth of God also came to man throughout human history with the various revelations of God, especially the revealing of God to the Jews from the time of the Exodus generation onward.  But the epitome of the truth of God came with the person and teaching of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Eph 4:21, “inasmuch as you have learned about Him and you have been taught in Him (since the truth is in Jesus).”  Our Lord did not just tell the truth, but as He says in Jn 14:6, “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.’”

e.  The ultimate truth in the universe and in all of creature history is the fact that Jesus Christ is the Son of God and that He loved the world so much He was willing to come as the Lamb of God to take away the sins of the world, and did so.  No greater truth has ever or will ever exist.  Satan with all his lies and deception has fought against this truth throughout human history.

f.  The greatest grace that God ever gave to mankind was the gracious gift of His Son as our Savior and/or Redeemer, Jn 3:16, “For God so loved the world that He gave His uniquely-born Son, that whosoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.”

g.  “Grace was in contrast to the condemnation of the moral law, and truth was the antithesis of the shadowy outlines of the types and ceremonies.”


h.  Rom 6:14, For the sin nature will not control you; because you are not under law but under grace.”


i.  “The entire Johannine Gospel is laced with reflections on the Old Testament.  But it is absolutely crucial to understand that the Johannine evangelist does not reject God’s message in the Old Testament.  Instead, his goal is to help the reader understand how Jesus fills out or brings to a completion God’s purposes in the history of Israel.  It is precisely at this point that Bultmann [a famous German commentator in the late 19th century] completely misunderstands or rejects the Johannine purpose concerning the value and use of the Old Testament.  The reason I draw particular attention to this fact is that I have found a number of evangelical Christians who have a distorted view of the New Testament’s contrast between law and grace, and they repeat again and again the Marcionite heresy [Marcion was a Christian during the middle of the second century A.D., who completely rejected all Jewish material in the gospels, including the gospels of Matthew, Mark, and John] of building a wall between the two.  They often do not realize that the famous contrast between law and grace in John 1:17 should not be treated as an outright rejection of law, but as an indication that the way of grace is superior to law.  Indeed, in this Johannine verse Moses was merely an agent in the delivery of law, but that law was to be understood as a gift that was also given by God!  Failure to recognize this fact bifurcates [divides] one’s view of God and is nothing less than blatant heresy.”


j.  “Grace is proclaimed by truth, and truth is the revelation and the doctrine of grace.  …Grace and truth ‘came’; they were not ‘given’ like the law.  No Giver used a human instrument and made grace and truth a gift.  These two are too great and high.  They are in their root divine attributes.  Thus they were embodied in Jesus Christ, they ‘came’ in his incarnation and his mission.  God did not merely tell us about grace and truth, so that he could have used another Moses or an array of prophets.  Jesus himself was grace and truth.  His Own person and his work constitute the very substance of grace and truth.”


k.  John finally reveals the name of the Word, the Life, the Light—Jesus Christ.  Jesus is the name His person.  Christ is the title of His office.
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