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
 is the explanatory use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “For.”  Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of source from the neuter singular noun PLĒRWMA with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “from His fullness or super abundance.”

“For from His fullness”
 is the nominative subject from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “we” plus the adjective PAS, meaning “all.”  Then we have the first person plural aorist active indicative from the verb LAMBANW, which means “to receive.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which views the entire action as a fact with emphasis on its completion.  This emphasis is brought out by the auxiliary verb “have.”

The active voice indicates that we all have produced the action of receiving something from our Lord Jesus Christ.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“we have all received;”
 is the explanatory use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “that is.”
  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun CHARIS, meaning “grace.”  Finally, we have the preposition ANTI plus the ablative of exchange from the feminine singular noun CHARIS, meaning “after grace or upon grace or grace in exchange for grace.”

“that is, grace upon grace.”

Jn 1:16 corrected translation
“For from His fullness we have all received; that is, grace upon grace.”
Explanation:
1.  “For from His fullness”

a.  The explanatory conjunction HOTI looks back to verse 14 and explains the phrase “full of grace and truth.”  John is going to explain how it is that we saw His glory, a glory that is full of grace and truth.  Because this statement looks back to verse 14 and explains something in that verse, verse 15 becomes a parenthetical statement.  “Although verse 16 follows naturally after verse 14, the intervening verse [verse 15] is clearly to be regarded as an intentional parenthesis.”


b.  The word “fullness” refers to the essence of God, which is also called ‘the glory of God’.  Everything we receive from God comes from His love, grace, righteousness, justice, sovereignty; that is, from who and what He is and always has been.  “We may interpret PLĒRWMA as conveying the thought somewhat parallel to the Logos Christology of John, i.e. in Christ the sum-total of the divine attributes dwells and is revealed and communicated to men (Jn 1:14, 16).”


c.  The essence, love, grace of God is the source of all we have and all that God has made us in relationship with His Son.  It is God’s will, plan, and purpose that we are all filled up with all the fullness of God, Eph 3:16-19, “that He may give you on the basis of the riches of His glory to become strong by means of power through His Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may be at home by means of doctrine in your hearts, having been rooted and established in unconditional love, in order that you may be completely able to grasp with all the saints what [is] the width and length and height and depth [of love]; that is, to comprehend the love of and for Christ which goes beyond ordinary knowledge, in order that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.”
2.  “we have all received;”

a.  Every believer has received from the fullness of God.  This began the moment we believed in Christ with the efficacious grace of God taking our spiritually dead faith and making it effective for salvation.

b.  We continued to receive from God logistical grace support or living grace; that is, all the things we needed (food, shelter, clothing, transportation, a job, etc.) to remain alive and functioning in the devil’s world as ambassadors for Christ.

c.  We continued to receive from God special grace blessings or greater grace blessing during out time here on earth, as mentioned in Jam 4:5-6a, “Or do you presume that the Scripture speaks in vain (the Spirit who was caused to dwell in us jealously desires [us], moreover He gives a greater grace)?”

d.  We will continue to receive from God dying grace, Ps 116:15, “Precious in the sight of God is the death of His godly ones.”


e.  We will continue to receive grace from God all the blessings of the eternal state in the new heavens and new earth.


f.  We all received from God when He gave us all the things He gave us at salvation, such as: efficacious grace, regeneration, the filling of the Spirit, the indwelling of the Spirit, the sealing of the Spirit, the baptism of the Spirit, a royal priesthood, a royal ambassadorship, being joint-heirs with Christ, the promise of eternal life, the promise of a resurrection body, being adopted as sons, being elected to privilege, being predestined, and the list goes on and on.

g.  We have all received from the abundance of God’s grace, glory, and unfailing love.  It is no wonder that Paul says, “Worthy of praise [is] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in heavenly places in Christ, since He Himself has elected us in Him before the foundation of the world that we should be holy and blameless before Him in the sphere of unconditional love, having predetermined us for the purpose of adoption through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good intention produced by His will, resulting in the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He has graced us out in the Beloved,” Eph 1:3-6.

3.  “that is, grace upon grace.”

a.  John continues with a short explanation of what he means by receiving from the fullness of God.  To receive from God is to receive something from the grace of God.  And we don’t simply receive from the grace of God once, but over and over again.  BDAB says that this phrase () means grace after grace or grace upon grace.”
  God doesn’t replace one grace with another grace, but builds one grace on top of another grace.

b.  God gives to us in grace, and then builds one grace on top of another grace to create an even greater state of grace.



(1)  God gives us eternal salvation as a grace gift, Eph 2:8-9, “For on the basis of grace you have been saved with the result that you are saved through faith; and this [salvation] [is] not from the source of yourselves; [it is] a gift from God, not by works, in order that no one may boast [take pride in himself].”


(2)  God then gives us logistical grace or living grace support on top of the grace of being saved.  We now have saving grace and living grace.


(3)  Then God gives us the first installment of greater grace blessings for time.  (The second installment of greater grace blessings for time comes during the millennial reign of Christ.)  We now have saving grace, living grace, and greater grace blessings for time.



(4)  Then God gives us dying grace.  We now have saving grace, living grace, greater grace, and dying grace.



(5)  Then God gives us resurrection grace.  We now have saving grace, living grace, greater grace, dying grace, and resurrection grace.  (One generation of believers—the generation alive at the resurrection of the Church will not receive dying grace, but go directly from greater grace to resurrection grace.)



(6)  Then God gives us millennial grace, allowing us to live and rule with Him for His entire millennial reign.  This is an even greater installment of grace blessings for time.  Blessings in time during our life on earth come in two installments—prior to our death and after our resurrection.  Both installments are greater grace blessings for time.


(7)  Finally, God gives us eternal grace blessings; that is, all the blessings of living in the eternal state in a new heaven and new earth.


c.  God just keeps piling up the grace blessings on us, one after another.  We don’t earn or deserve any of it.  God does this to demonstrate the “what [is] the width and length and height and depth [of His love]…which goes beyond ordinary knowledge.”

d.  The phrase “grace in place of grace” does not mean that God takes away one grace and replaces it with another grace.  God builds one grace on top of another grace like the stones of a pyramid.  Salvation grace is never removed, so that we might have another kind of grace.  The grace of God that saves us is never taken away from us because of the sealing ministry of the Holy Spirit.  God builds grace upon grace; He keeps on giving greater and greater and greater grace.  The grace of God toward us will never end.


e.  1 Pet 5:10, “Then the God of all grace, who called all of you for the purpose of His eternal glory in Christ Jesus, after you have a little suffering, He himself will complete, establish, strengthen, lay the foundation.”
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