John 1:10



 is the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS, meaning “in the world.”  With this we have the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: He was.”

The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes the past state of being.


The active voice indicates that the Logos, the Light, our Lord Jesus Christ produced the state of being in the world during His first advent or incarnation.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“He was in the world,”
 is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS, meaning “the world.”  Then we have the preposition DIA plus the ablative of agency from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “through the agency of Him.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to come into existence.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.
The deponent middle voice functions in an active sense; the Logos producing the action of causing the world to come into existence.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“and the world came into existence through Him,”
 is the adversative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and yet.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS, meaning “the world.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular personal use of the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “Him” and referring to our Lord, the Logos.  Finally, we have the absolute negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to know.”

The aorist tense is a constative/historical aorist, which views the entire past action as a fact.
The active voice indicates that the world produced the action of not knowing.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“and yet the world did not know Him.”
Jn 1:10 corrected translation
“He was in the world, and the world came into existence through Him, and yet the world did not know Him.”
Explanation:

1.  “He was in the world,”

a.  This is another statement by John that witnesses to the fact of the incarnation of the Lord Jesus Christ as the Messiah.  God was in the world, just as He had promised that He would come and live among men.

b.  We do not have a God who is detached from His creation and creatures, but a God who cares so much about us that He is willing to come and live with us, as we have to live.

c.  Our Lord has been in the world off and on since the Garden of Eden with all of His appearances as a theophany in the Old Testament, such as His appearances to Abraham, His wrestling with Jacob, His many appearances to Moses, etc.  But the greatest appearance of the Lord Jesus Christ thus far in human history has been His First Advent—the thirty-three years he lived on earth as every other human being has had to live.

d.  And our Lord is not finished living on earth among men; for He will do so for a thousand years during His millennial reign after His Second Advent.
2.  “and the world came into existence through Him,”

a.  John continues by further identifying the Logos, the Word, the Life as the member of the Trinity who created the world, which means not only planet earth, but also the stellar universe.

b.  The fact that Jesus Christ is the creator of the universe is clearly also taught in:



(1)  Col 1:13-17, “Who has delivered us from the authority [power, domain] of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, in Whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  Who is the image of the invisible God, (the first-born with reference to every creature, because by means of Him all things were created in the heavens and on the earth, the visible and invisible, whether angelic kings or angelic lords, whether angelic general officers or field grade officers, all things have been created through Him and because of Him.  In fact, He Himself exists before all things and by means of Him all things are held together.”


(2)  Heb 1:2, “in these last days has spoken to us by the Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He has made the universe.”



(3)  Heb 1:10, “And, ‘You, in the beginning, O Lord, laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the works of Your hands.’”

c.  The world (physical matter) has not existed eternally (as some modern scientists allege), but came into existence through the creative act of God.


d.  Our Lord Jesus Christ came and lived in the very world, which He Himself created.  No other being in heaven or on earth can make that claim.


e.  In order to be the creator of the world, the Logos had to pre-exist the creation of the world and could not be a part of that creation.  The Logos was not created, did not come into existence, but “was;” that is, He eternally existed.

3.  “and yet the world did not know Him.”

a.  Even though the God who created this world came and lived in it, the people of the world (both Jews and Gentiles) generally did not know Him.  This means that they did not acknowledge Jesus as the Son of God though He declared who He was and proved it by His works.  Certainly there were those who did come to know, recognize and acknowledge Him, just as Peter did, when he said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God,” Mt 16:16.  Our Lord should have been recognized and proclaimed as the Messiah by the people of Israel, but He was rejected, and this is one of John’s themes that will continue to be developed throughout this gospel.

b.   This same concept is mentioned by Paul in Rom 1:19-22, “Because what is capable of being known about God is evident [plainly visible] among them; for God has revealed [it] to them.  For His invisible attributes from the creation of the universe are perceived clearly, being understood by the things He has created, both His eternal power and divine nature, so that they are without excuse.  Because although they knew God [Jesus Christ], they did not honor [Him] as God, nor did they feel obligated to give thanks.  Instead they became worthless in their thoughts and their ignorant heart received darkness.  Although claiming to be wise, they became fools.”

c.  Jn 12:37, “But though He had performed so many signs before them, [yet] they were not believing in Him.”


d.  “John viewed this non-receiving of Jesus by Israel not merely as a matter of not knowing but as a conscious decision of rejection.  Moreover, one of the clear undertones in this Gospel is that the rejection by the Jews was not merely directed at Jesus but also at the Jewish Christians who sought to remain in the synagogues (cf. Jn 9:22, 34).”
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