James 5:19



- is the vocative masculine plural noun ADELPHOS with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “my brethren.”  James used this expression in Jam 1:2, 16, 19; 2:5, 14; 3:1, 10, 12; 5:12.  Then we have the third class conditional participle EAN, meaning “if and it may or may not happen.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “someone, anyone, a certain one.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “among you.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist passive subjunctive from the verb PLANAW, which means “go astray, be deluded Tit 3:3; Heb 5:2; their minds are going astray Heb 3:10; wander away Jam 5:19.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole the action of going astray and states it as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The passive voice indicates that the believer receives the action of going astray or being led astray.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive indicating that this may or may not happen, depending upon the volition of the believer.

“My brethren, if anyone among you should go astray”

- is the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from the feminine singular article and noun ALĒTHEIA, which means “from the truth” and refers to the accurate teaching of the word of God.

“from the truth”

- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb EPISTREPHW, which means “to cause a person to change belief or course of conduct, with focus on the thing to which one turns, turn, bring back; to change one’s mind or course of action, for better or worse, turn, return.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole the action of bringing the believer back and states it as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that one believer produces the action of bringing back another believer who has gone astray.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive indicating that this may or may not happen, depending upon the volition of the believer.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anyone, someone.”  Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, translated “him” and referring to the believer who has gone astray.

“and someone should bring him back,”

James 5:19 corrected translation
“My brethren, if anyone among you should go astray from the truth and someone should bring him back,”
Explanation:
1.  “My brethren, if anyone among you should go astray”

a.  James concludes his letter with one final remark of encouragement and a challenge to those positive believers whom he considers his brothers in Christ.  This remark is not addressed to negative believers, because they aren’t interested in anything James has to say.  But it is a great challenge to positive believers to do what God expects them to do with regard to believers in degeneracy or reversionism.


b.  James frames his remark in the form of a conditional sentence, which is a hypothetical but true condition.  James is aware that this may or not happen, but it is more probable that there will be believers in their local churches that do go astray or drift off course from the truth.


c.  The indefinite subject ‘anyone’ refers to believers that are deceived by others, deceive themselves, and in one way or another go astray from the course that God has established for them in their spiritual life.


d.  The phrase ‘among you’ indicates that these are believers within the community of the local church, who don’t start out in reversionism, but are positive to doctrine, when they begin to go astray.


e.  “Going astray” is described in many forms in the New Testament, but they all refer to the same thing—reverting from positive volition to what God says and wants to negative volition to what God says and wants.


f.  Biblical synonyms for going astray include:



(1)  Gal 5:4, “drifting off course from grace.”


(2)  Phil 3:18, “the enemy of the cross.”



(3)  Jer 9:25-26, “uncircumcised of heart.”



(4)  Heb 12:15, “falling from grace.”



(5)  2 Pet 2:7-8, “the tortured soul.”



(6)  2 Pet 2:14, “the unstable soul.”



(7)  Rev 2:5, “fallen.”



(8)  Rev 2:4, “left your first love.”



(9)  Rev 3:15-16, “lukewarm.”



(10)  1 Tim 1:19, “shipwrecked.”



(11)  Jn 15:23, “He who hates Me [Jesus Christ], also hates My Father.”



(12)  2 Tim 2:26, “they have entered the devil’s trap.”

2.  “from the truth”

a.  James gives the ultimate problem of the negative believer—they have gone astray from the truth.


b.  The single most important thing for every Church Age believer is their attitude toward God’s Word.


c.  There is only one truth in the universe and it is God’s truth.  There is only one truth from which to go astray and that is God’s truth.  There is only one way to go astray from God’s truth and that is to reject it with negative volition.


d.  There is really only one major problem of believers in the Church Age and that is negative volition to doctrine.  There are thousands of manifestations of this one problem.


e.  There is only one solution to going astray from the truth and that is changing our mind about the truth and being positive once again.  This includes using the recovery procedure of acknowledging our sins to God.

3.  “and someone should bring him back,”

a.  James continues the protasis of his conditional sentence with another part of the condition.


b.  The ‘someone’ here is the positive or mature believer.  The positive believer is the only person who can bring the reversionist back from his or her negative volition.


c.  Bringing a reversionist back from negative volition or turning their volition around is one of the greatest accomplishments of the spiritual life.  It is one of the most wonderful things we will ever do for God.


d.  How does a positive believer bring a negative believer back?



(1)  The single most important thing is to demonstrate by our attitude toward them how much God still loves them.



(2)  We must be kind, thoughtful, and respectful.



(3)  We must be honest, truthful, and virtuous.



(4)  We must emphasize the importance of doctrine.



(5)  We must be gracious, encouraging, and supportive.



(6)  We cannot be critical, judging, or vilifying.


e.  It is possible for us to bring a reversionist back from their negative volition, but we must be patient and confident in the grace and provision of God the Holy Spirit to work on our behalf.
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