James 5:17



- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun ELIAS, which we incorrectly transliterate as “Elijah.”  This was followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun ANTHRWPOS, which means “a man; a human being.”  Then we have the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “was.”


The imperfect tense is a descriptive imperfect, which describes what actually existed at some point in the past.


The active voice indicates that Elijah produced the action of being what he was.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective HOMOIOPATHĒS, which means “experiencing similarity in feelings or circumstances: with the same nature Acts 14:15; Jam 5:17.”
  With this we have the dative of indirect object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, which means “to us.”
“Elijah was a human being similar to us,”

- is the additive use of the conjunction KAI, which means “and” plus the instrumental of means from the feminine singular noun PROSEUCHĒ, which means “by means of prayer.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist deponent indicative from the verb PROSEUCHOMAI, which means “to pray.”

The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which states what happened in the past in its entirety.


The deponent middle is middle in form, but active in meaning, Elijah having produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the genitive neuter singular articular aorist active infinitive from the verb BRECHW with the negative MĒ, meaning “to not rain; to cause it to not rain; to cause rain not to fall.”


The articular infinitive is used to introduce a purpose clause, which here would be translated “that it not rain.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers up into a single whole the entirety of it not raining.


The active voice indicates this situation produced the action of not raining.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose, which requires the word “that” in the translation.
“and by means of prayer he prayed that it not rain,”

- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the absolute negative OUK and the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb BRECHW, which means “to not rain.”


The aorist tense is a historical aorist, which states what happened in the past.


The active voice indicates that this situation produced the action of not raining.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition EPI plus the genitive of place from the feminine singular article and noun GĒ, which means “on the soil, ground, or earth.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural noun ENIAUTOS, which means “a year.”  With this we have the cardinal adjective TREIS, meaning “three” with the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the adverbial accusative of measure of extent of time from the masculine plural noun MĒN, meaning “months” and the cardinal adjective HEX, meaning “six.”

“and it did not rain on the ground for three years and six months.”

James 5:17 corrected translation
“Elijah was a human being similar to us, and by means of prayer he prayed that it not rain, and it did not rain on the ground for three years and six months.”

Explanation:
1.  “Elijah was a human being similar to us,”


a.  James continues with an illustration from the Old Testament of the powerfulness of the prayer of righteous believer.  His illustration is taken from the life of Elijah.


b.  James makes the point that Elijah was a normal person just like the rest of us, but he had a phenomenal relationship with God, and a most effective prayer life.


c.  We do not know when Elijah was born, but he lived during the 9th Century B.C., during the reign of Ahab, King of Israel (the Northern Kingdom), who ruled from 874-853 B.C.


d.  The story of Elijah is found in 1 Kg 17:1-2 Kg 2:14.


e.  James also makes this statement because of the unusual manner of Elijah’s removal from the earth apart from physical death. 2 Kg 2:11, “As they were going along and talking, behold, there appeared a chariot of fire and horses of fire which separated the two of them. And Elijah went up by a whirlwind to heaven.”


f.  One of the proofs that Elijah was a human being similar to us is that he needed food and water to stay alive during the drought just like everyone else.  Therefore, God provided for him by means of two miracles.



(1)  Ravens brought bread and meat to him every day until the brook where he was staying dried up.  1 Kg 17:4-6.



(2)  God kept flour in a small bowl and oil in a small jar replenished daily for himself, a widow, and her son.  1 Kg 17:9-16.

2.  “and by means of prayer he prayed that it not rain,”

a.  Elijah had the office of prophet in Israel and is introduced to Ahab with the prophecy that there would be no rain in Israel. 1 Kg 17:1, “Now Elijah the Tishbite, who was of the settlers of Gilead, said to Ahab, ‘As the Lord, the God of Israel lives, before whom I stand, surely there shall be neither dew nor rain these years, except by my word.’”


b.  James tells us something not revealed in the Old Testament account.  The OT account does not state that Elijah prayed that it not rain.  James reveals to us that there was a prayer involved, before the Lord sent Elijah to speak to King Ahab.


c.  The Lord honored this prayer and it did not rain. 

3.  “and it did not rain on the ground for three years and six months.”

a.  The length of time that it did not rain is mentioned in:



(1)  1 Kg 18:1, “Now it happened after many days that the word of the Lord came to Elijah in the third year, saying, ‘Go, show yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain on the face of the earth.’”



(2)  1 Kg 18:41-45, “Now Elijah said to Ahab, ‘Go up, eat and drink; for there is the sound of the roar of a heavy shower.’  So Ahab went up to eat and drink.  But Elijah went up to the top of Carmel; and he crouched down on the earth and put his face between his knees.  He said to his servant, ‘Go up now, look toward the sea.’  So he went up and looked and said, ‘There is nothing.’  And he said, ‘Go back’ seven times.  It came about at the seventh time, that he said, ‘Behold, a cloud as small as a man’s hand is coming up from the sea.’  And he said, ‘Go up, say to Ahab, “Prepare your chariot and go down, so that the heavy shower does not stop you.”’  In a little while the sky grew black with clouds and wind, and there was a heavy shower.  And Ahab rode and went to Jezreel.”


b.  God honored the prayer of Elijah for three and a half years, which was long enough for God to make His point to Ahab and Jezebel.


c.  The prayer of this righteous Old Testament mature believer had great power.  The power of God was demonstrated in God’s answer to the prayer of this believer.
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