James 5:15



- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun EUCHĒ, “the prayer.”  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and passive meaning of the noun PISTIS, meaning “what is believed” or “doctrine.”  The descriptive genitive indicates what this prayer is characterized by.  It is characterized by doctrine, because it is being prayed by those leaders of the church who have maximum doctrine circulating in their soul.  The descriptive genitive should be translated “characterized by.”   The active meaning of the noun PISTIS also applies here, since the ones offering the prayer must have absolute confidence that God will answer their prayer.  Therefore, in order to bring out both the active and passive meanings of the noun PISTIS, it is necessary to translate “the prayer characterized by faith and doctrine.”  Then we have the third person singular future active indicative from the verb SWIZW, which means “to deliver.”


The future tense is a gnomic future, which states what will always happen when the leadership of a church with confidence in God and doctrine in their souls pray.


The active voice indicates that the prayer of faith and doctrine will always produce this action of delivering.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb KAMNW, which means “be ill: the sick man.  Another possibility here is the meaning to be hopelessly sick, waste away.”


The article is used to substantivize the participle and make it into a noun.


The present tense indicates what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the reversionistic believer produces the action of being so ill he or she is hopelessly sick and wasting away to the point of death.


The participle is a substantival participle, being used as a noun with the article.

“and the prayer characterized by faith and doctrine shall deliver the hopelessly sick one,”

- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the third person singular future active indicative from the verb EGEIRW, which means “to raise up from sickness, raise up = restore to health Jam 5:15.”


The future tense is a gnomic future, which emphasizes what will always take place under these conditions.


The active voice indicates that the Lord will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, which is used as a personal pronoun and means “him” referring to the reversionist believer who has called for the leaders of the church to come and offer prayer on his behalf.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, which means “the Lord” and refers to God the Father, the recipient and answerer of all prayer.
“and the Lord shall restore him to health.”

- is the conjunction KAN, “formed by the crasis (combining) of KAI and EAN generally used with the subjunctive mood, meaning: and if or even if Mk 16:18; Lk 12:38; Jn 8:55; Jam 5:15.”
  Then we have the objective genitive from the feminine plural noun HAMARTIA, meaning “sins.”  The plural denotes perpetual carnality here.  This is followed by the third person singular present active subjunctive from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”


The present tense is a durative present for what began in the past and continued into the present.


The active voice indicates that the reversionist produced the action until recently.


The subjunctive is used with the conjunction KAN to indicate the conditional nature of his past sinning.

With this we have the nominative masculine singular perfect active participle from the verb POIEW, which means “to do, commit, be guilty of sins and vices Jn 8:34; 2 Cor 11:7; 1 Pet 2:22; 1 Jn 3:4, 8, 9; Jam 5:15; 1 Cor 6:18; Mt 13:41; Rev 21:27; Rom 1:28; Mk 2:24; Mt 12:2.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that the reversionist described in this context produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial and part of a perfect periphrastic, in which more words are used than are necessary to say what needs to be said, a phenomena common to all languages.

“Even if he has committed sins,”

- is the third person singular future passive indicative from the verb APHIĒMI, which means “to cancel, remit, pardon; and in the passive to be forgiven.”  It is used with the dative of persons as the direct object.  In this case we have the dative direct object from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “him” and referring to the sick and dying reversionist believer.


The future tense is a gnomic future, which states what will always happen as a promise from God.


The passive voice indicates that the perpetual sinning of this reversionist will receive the action of being forgiven.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“it will be forgiven him.”

James 5:15 corrected translation
“and the prayer characterized by faith and doctrine shall deliver the hopelessly sick one, and the Lord shall restore him to health.  Even if he has committed sins, it will be forgiven him.”

Explanation:
1.  “and the prayer characterized by faith and doctrine shall deliver the hopelessly sick one,”


a.  The entire sentence reads: “Is any one among you sick?  He must call to himself the elders of the church and having anointed [him] with olive oil, begin to pray for him in the name of the Lord, and the prayer characterized by faith and doctrine shall deliver the hopelessly sick one, and the Lord [God the Father] shall restore him to health.  Even if he has committed sins [been in perpetual carnality], it will be forgiven him.”


b.  James continues his sentence with a promise for the reversionistic believer.


c.  Assuming that the elders of the church, whom the reversionistic believer has called to his home to pray for him are in fellowship, have Bible doctrine in their souls (that is, they understand and believe the teachings of the word of God), and trust in God that He will answer their prayer, then the hopelessly sick degenerate believer will be delivered from death.


d.  This is a promise of recovery from death for the reversionistic believer who trusts God.  Even though the reversionist did not trust God or the word of God up to this point in his spiritual life, he must now do so if he wants to continue to live.


e.  Everything depends on the leaders of the church following the protocol of prayer.



(1)  They have to be in fellowship for their prayer to be heard.



(2)  They have to believe that God will act upon their request.



(3)  They have to pray based upon the accurate teaching of Bible doctrine.  What is the ‘prayer characterized by doctrine’ or ‘the prayer of faith’?




(a)  It is acknowledging to God, on behalf of this man, that he has sinned against God and admits it.




(b)  It is being thankful to God for His love and grace and mercy, which we do not deserve and can never deserve.




(c)  It is requesting God’s grace in restoring his health, so that he may continue to have the opportunity to learn the will of God and execute it.




(d)  It is asking that God do the right thing to satisfy His justice and demonstrate His love to the fallen angels in His dealings with this believer.




(e)  It is having confidence that God will hear the prayer and act upon it in faithfulness.


f.  The verb KAMNW = to be hopelessly sick helps us understand in this context that we are dealing with someone who is dying the sin unto death from illness and there is nothing medical science can do to help them.  This is not a promise for every believer who has a chronic illness and is going to glorify God by the manner of his death.


g.  This promise is not for the believer in spiritual maturity, who is in dying grace and glorifying God in his death.
2.  “and the Lord [God the Father] shall restore him to health.”


a.  This is the promise of God the Father to the degenerate believer.  If the reversionist uses the recovery procedure of 1 Jn 1:9, and executes the instructions given in this context, then God the Father promises to keep His word and restore the reversionist to health.


b.  God makes a solemn promise to the reversionist that God must keep.  There is always hope for the reversionist.  There is always a way of escape from the state of sinfulness resulting in death.


c.  God is a God of love, grace, and mercy.  He never leaves or abandons the reversionist, even in the face of impending death.  God stands ready at a moment’s notice to forgive and forget the sins of the reversionist and answer the prayers of the righteous men who petition for his restored health.


d.  God does not ignore the prayers of those who have confidence in Him, love His Word, and trust in His promises.

e.  This is not a promise that the reversionist will be instantly healed and jump out of bed.  It may take weeks or months for the full recovery of his health.  But however long it takes, God will keep His Word.

3.  “Even if he has committed sins [been in perpetual carnality],”

a.  Then James adds an additional thought, or what we call an ‘after-thought.’


b.  God will keep His word to the reversionist, even if that person has committed sins.  Since we all commit sins every day, the implication here is that this person has been committing lots of continual sins every day for years.  That is, he has been in a state of perpetual carnality. 


c.  What James is saying is that even if the believer hasn’t used the recovery procedure in years and has just lived a life of complete, continual sinning, God will still honor His promise.


d.  This is another statement of the greatness of the grace and love of God.


e.  It does not matter how ‘bad’ a believer has been or how long he has been out of fellowship with God; God will still forgive him.  That is the whole point of the parable of the prodigal son.


f.  Even if we have committed sins for years and ignored God, He will still deliver us from divine discipline and the punishment of death through illness.

4.  “it will be forgiven him.”

a.  There is nothing that God will not forgive the believer.  The only thing God cannot forgive is refusal to believe in Christ.


b.  God can and has forgiven every sin ever committed by every believer and unbeliever (except the sin of the unbeliever’s refusal to believe in Christ).


c.  God is a God of forgiveness.



(1)  Neh 9:17, “They refused to listen, and did not remember Your wondrous deeds which You had performed among them; so they became stubborn and appointed a leader to return to their slavery in Egypt. But You are a God of forgiveness, gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in unfailing love; and You did not forsake them.”



(2)  Ps 130:4, “But there is forgiveness with You, that You may be feared.”



(3)  Dan 9:9, “To the Lord our God belong compassion and forgiveness, for we have rebelled against Him.”



(4)  Mt 26:28, “for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for forgiveness of sins.”



(5)  Mk 3:29, “but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit [refuses to believe in Christ] never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin.”



(6)  Lk 1:77, “To give to His people the knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of their sins.”



(7)  Lk 24:47, “and that repentance for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem.”



(8)  Acts 5:31, “He is the one whom God exalted to His right hand as a Prince and a Savior, to grant repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.”



(9)  Acts 10:43, “Of Him all the prophets bear witness that through His name everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins.”



(10)  Acts 13:38, “Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that through Him forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you.”



(11)  Acts 26:18, “to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.”



(12)  Eph 1:7, “by whom [Jesus Christ] we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, on the basis of the riches of His grace,”



(13)  Col 1:14, “in Whom [Jesus Christ] we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”



(14)  Heb 10:18, “Now where there is forgiveness of these things, there is no longer any offering for sin.”


d.  God is not willing that any believer die the sin unto death, but will forgive everything and restore that believer, if only he will humble himself before God and acknowledge his sins.
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