James 5:13



- is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb KAKOPATHEW, which means “to suffer adversity, misfortune 2 Tim 2:9; Jam 5:13; bear hardship 2 Tim 4:5.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that believers are producing the action of suffering misfortune, hardship or adversity.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by supplying factual information.

Then we have the nominative masculine singular subject from the indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anyone, someone.”  With this we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “among you.”

“Is anyone among you suffering adversity?”

- is the third person singular present deponent middle/passive imperative from the verb PROSEUCHOMAI, which means “to pray, to offer prayer, to petition deity for something.”


The present tense is a durative present for an action which continues in the present.

The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning—the believer who is suffering must produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command; thus the word “must” in the translation.
“He must keep praying.”

- is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EUTHUMEW, which means “be cheerful Jam 5:13; cheer up, keep up one’s courage Acts 27:22, 25.”
  It means ‘to be happy,’ ‘to be encouraged,’ ‘to be of good cheer,’ and ‘to be gracious.’

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that believers are producing the action of being cheerful.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by supplying factual information.

Then we have the nominative masculine singular subject from the indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anyone, someone.” 

“Is anyone cheerful?”
- is the third person singular present active imperative from the verb PSALLW, which means “to sing, sing praise Rom 15:9; Eph 5:19; sing praise in spiritual ecstasy and in full possession of one’s mental faculties 1 Cor 14:15.”


The present tense is a durative present for an action which continues in the present.

The active voice indicates that the believer who is not suffering must produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

“He must keep singing praises.”

James 5:13 corrected translation
“Is anyone among you suffering adversity?  He must keep praying.  Is anyone cheerful?  He must keep singing praises.”

Explanation:
1.  “Is any one among you suffering adversity?”

a.  James changes topics again and gives advice on what believers should do who are suffering adversity and those who are under prosperity.  First, he deals with those suffering hardship and adversity.


b.  He asks the rhetorical question if any one is suffering adversity.  James knew that some were as can be seen by his previous statements in this letter.  For example, poor believers were suffering at the hands of certain rich reversionists who were dragging them into court.


c.  The suffering these believers were under refers to undeserved suffering, not suffering from their own bad decisions and sinfulness, producing self-induced misery.  So this question is really directed to those positive believers who are advancing in God’s plan and are involved in momentum testing and the undeserved suffering that goes with momentum testing.


d.  The answer to this question is yes there were believers suffering as a part of their spiritual advance then, just as there are believers in every generation of the Church Age who undergo undeserved suffering as a part of their spiritual advance now.

2.  “He must keep praying.”


a.  James’ advice to these believers is to not neglect prayer.  This is a command to not be distracted from their normal prayer life by the fact they are undergoing undeserved suffering.


b.  This is not a command to solve the suffering problem by prayer.  We know this from the same situation that Paul had to deal with in 2 Cor 12:7b-10, “For this reason, in order that I might not become arrogant, a thorn in the flesh, a messenger from Satan was given to me for my benefit, in order that he might beat me, in order that I might not become arrogant.  Because of this I begged the Lord three times, ‘Make it go away from me.’  And then He said to me for my benefit, ‘My grace has been and still is sufficient for you; for My power has been and still is being accomplished [performed, carried out, fulfilled] in the status of weakness.’  Most gladly, therefore, I will instead take pride in my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may reside in me. Therefore, I take delight in weaknesses, in insults, in pressures, in persecutions and difficult circumstances because of Christ; for when I am weak, then I am strong.”


c.  As we see from Paul’s situation of undeserved suffering, he prayed three times to the Lord to make the suffering go away, and three times the answer was “no.”  Prayer was not the solution to the problem of undeserved suffering.  The undeserved suffering was designed for Paul’s blessing and God was not going to take the blessing of the undeserved suffering away.


d.  Therefore, the importance of prayer in suffering is to demonstrate our continued grace dependence upon the Lord while suffering, just as we depend upon Him while in a state of prosperity.  Now James turns his attention to the believer in the state of prosperity.

3.  “Is anyone cheerful?”

a.  James asks another rhetorical question directed at the believer in prosperity and complete happiness.  This also refers to the positive believer, advancing to or already in spiritual maturity.  This believer has everything he could possibly want.  He lacks for nothing, and is in need of nothing.


b.  He is sharing the happiness of God, is occupied with Christ, and has a soul filled with the word of God and is enjoying applying it on a daily basis.  This believer has no problems in life, because he is handling all his problems by means of the problem solving devices.


c.  This believer has the super abundance of happiness described in Ps 100.

Ps 100:1, Shout joyfully to the Lord, all the earth.

Ps 100:2, Serve the Lord with superabundance of happiness; come before Him with joyful singing.

Ps 100:3, Know that the Lord Himself is God; it is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; we are His people and the sheep of His pasture.

Ps 100:4, Enter His gates with thanksgiving and His courts with praise. Give thanks to Him, bless His name.

Ps 100:5, For the Lord is good; His unfailing love is everlasting and His faithfulness to all generations.

4.  “He must keep singing praises.”

a.  This believer is to continue his occupation with Christ, to continue sharing the happiness of God, to continue his doctrinal and grace orientation.  In other words, this believer is to continue to do what got him to this point in his spiritual advance.  He or she is to keep on using the divine problem-solving devices.


b.  The result is that he will keep on singing praises to the Lord both in his own soul and verbally in the assembly of worship with others.  1 Cor 14:15, “Therefore, what’s the point?  I will keep on praying with my spirit, but I will also continue to pray with my mind.  I will keep on singing praise with my spirit, but I will also continue to sing praise with my mind.”


d.  This believer will fulfill such passages as:



(1)  Col 3:16, “Let the doctrine of Christ dwell abundantly in you all by means of all wisdom, teaching and warning each other with psalms, hymns, spiritual songs, by means of grace singing in your hearts to God.”



(2)  1 Chr 16:9 “Sing to Him, sing praises to Him; speak of all His wonders.”



(3)  Ps 47:6 “Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to our King, sing praises.”



(4)  Ps 47:7 “For God is the King of all the earth; sing praises with a skillful psalm.”



(5)  Ps 68:4 “Sing to God, sing praises to His name; lift up a song for Him who rides through the deserts, whose name is the Lord, and exult before Him.”



(6)  Ps 68:32 “Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth, sing praises to the Lord, Selah.”



(7)  Ps 98:4 “Shout joyfully to the Lord, all the earth; break forth and sing for joy and sing praises.”



(8)  Ps 105:2 “Sing to Him, sing praises to Him; speak of all His wonders.”



(9)  Ps 135:3 “Praise the Lord, for the Lord is good; sing praises to His name, for it is lovely.”



(10)  Ps 147:1 “Praise the Lord! For it is good to sing praises to our God; for it is pleasant and praise is becoming.”



(11)  Ps 147:7 “Sing to the Lord with thanksgiving; sing praises to our God on the lyre.”
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