James 5:11



- is the demonstrative particle IDOU that draws attention to what follows.  It is used as a prompter of attention, meaning: behold, look, see.  It serves to enliven a narrative by arousing the attention of hearers or readers and by introducing something new or unusual or as a call to closer consideration and contemplation, meaning: remember, consider, etc. Jam 3:4f; 5:4, 7, 11.”
  Then we have the first person plural present active indicative from the verb MAKARIZW, which means “to call or consider someone especially favored, call/consider blessed, happy, fortunate Lk 1:48.”


The present tense is a customary present for what normally or usually occurs.


The active voice indicates that believers in general produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple reality and fact.

This is followed by the accusative masculine plural aorist active articular participle from the verb HUPOMENW, which means “to endure.”


The article is used as a demonstrative/relative pronoun combination, translated “those who” or as a simple relative that has been substantivized, and translated “the ones who.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the results of a completed action.  This is brought out in translation by use of the word “having.”

The active voice indicates that believers who have endured undeserved suffering and negative volition from others produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial.
“Behold, we consider happy the ones having endured.”

- is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun HUPOMONĒ, which means “the capacity to hold out or bear up in the face of difficulty: patience, endurance, fortitude, steadfastness, perseverance.”
  With this we have the subjective genitive from the masculine singular proper noun IWB, transliterated as “of Job.”  Then we have the second person plural aorist active indicative from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear about, learn about.”


The aorist tense is a culminative and historical aorist, which emphasizes the results of a past completed action.  This is brought out in translation by use of the word “have.”

The active voice indicates that the believers to whom James writes produce the action of having heard about and learned about the endurance and perseverance of Job.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“You have heard about the endurance of Job”

- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and noun TELOS, meaning “end, goal, outcome, or conclusion.”  Then we have ablative of source from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, meaning “from the Lord.”  This is followed by the second person plural aorist active indicative from the verb EIDON, which means “to see, perceive.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the results of a past completed action.  This is brought out in translation by use of the word “have.”

The active voice indicates that the believers to whom James writes produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact or reality.

“and have seen the outcome from the Lord”

- is the conjunction HOTI, used after verbs of perception to indicate the content of that perception.  It is translated “that.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective POLUSPLAGCHNOS, which means “a very high degree of affection and compassion for someone, sympathetic, compassionate, or merciful.”
  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”


The present tense is an aoristic or static present, which presents the action of a present fact that has always been and will always be true.


The active voice indicates that the Lord produces the action of being compassionate and merciful.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, which means “the Lord” and refers to the Lord Jesus Christ.  Then we have the additive function of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective OIKTIRMWN, which means “being concerned about another’s unfortunate state or misery, merciful, compassionate Lk 6:36.”

“that the Lord keeps on being compassionate and merciful.”

James 5:11 corrected translation
“Behold, we consider happy the ones having endured.  You have heard about the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome from the Lord that the Lord keeps on being compassionate and merciful.”

Explanation:
1.  “Behold, we consider happy the ones having endured.”

a.  James continues with another ‘wake-up call’ to us.  This is another important thing we should remember and consider.


b.  “We” refers to Church Age believers who are positive to doctrine.  Believers with Bible doctrine in their soul understand and realize that those who endure undeserved suffering and testing for blessing will share the happiness of God as a result.


c.  The happiest believers in the world are those who pass momentum testing and evidence testing.


d.  The concept of endurance here is going through some difficult circumstance in life, applying doctrine to that circumstance, and glorifying God in the process.


e.  The Lord Jesus Christ honors this type of service, with the result that the believer who perseveres with positive volition in the face of antagonism and rejection by others will have a happiness unknown by most people on this earth.


f.  ‘The ones having endured’ only refers to mature believers.  It does not refer to believers in carnality that have to endure self-induced misery and divine discipline.


g.  There are not many believers in every generation that have positive volition so strong that they can deal with all sorts of tragedy, heartache, difficulties, and persecutions.


h.  These believers are the fortunate few that have grown in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and continue to trust in Him and His Word no matter what happens in life.


i.  They are able to handle anything Satan and his cosmic system can throw at them, because they have doctrine circulating in the soul and continue to be occupied with and think about the Lord Jesus Christ and the plan of God for their life.

2.  “You have heard about the endurance of Job”


a.  James now gives us an example of a mature believer, who faced and eventually passed evidence testing—Job.


b.  The endurance of Job was his ability to maintain his positive volition to the Word and Will of God regardless of what happened to him in life.


c.  The beginning of the story is found in Job 1:1-2:13.


d.  Job not only had to endure the attacks of Satan, but also had to endure the verbal attacks of his so-called ‘friends.’  These attacks continue through most of the rest of the book from chapters 3-39.

3.  “and have seen the outcome from the Lord”

a.  The outcome from the Lord is found in Job 40-42.


b.  The outcome is summed up in Job 42:10, “The Lord restored the fortunes of Job when he prayed for his friends, and the Lord increased all that Job had twofold.”

4.  “that the Lord keeps on being compassionate and merciful.”


a.  The principle of the outcome or result of evidence testing is that the Lord keeps on being compassionate and merciful.  Compassion and mercy are both functions of the grace and love of God, which is demanded by the righteousness of God.


b.  Compassion and mercy from the Lord are always done in justice and fairness.


c.  God is compassionate to us, because He is very well acquainted with our sorrow, grief, pain, and troubles.  Isa 53:3, “He was despised and forsaken of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and like one from whom men hide their face He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.”


d.  The Lord knows what it means to suffer loss and hurt both physically and mentally.  He cares about us and our pain and suffering.


e.  God does not turn a blind eye to us, when we ask for His help in time of suffering.  He is compassionate to us and provides everything we need to pass the testing and endure the suffering and heartache.


f.  Our Lord expressed this of Himself before Moses. Ex 34:6, “Then the Lord passed by in front of him and proclaimed, ‘The Lord, the Lord God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in unfailing love and truth.”


g.  Ps 103:8, “The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in unfailing love.”


h.  Peter echoed the same sentiments as James. 1 Pet 3:14, “But even if you may suffer because of virtue, you are happy. And don’t even begin to be afraid of their fear, nor be disturbed.”
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