James 4:6



- is the continuation of the parenthesis begun at the end of the previous verse.  We have another case here of the verse break being placed in the wrong place.  First we have the adjunctive use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “moreover, furthermore” adding an additional thought to ‘the jealous and avenging God, who takes vengeance on His adversaries, and He reserves wrath for His enemies’ (reversionistic believers) and the greater grace He gives to those who love Him (mature believers).   Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular comparative form of the adjective MEGAS, meaning “greater” plus the noun CHARIS, meaning “grace.”  The location of MEGAS and CHARIS as the brackets in this statement indicate that they are the concepts being emphasized here.  With this we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”


The present tense is a durative and gnomic or static present for a universal truth that began in the past, continues in the present, and will always be true.


The active voice indicates that God produces the action of giving greater grace to the believer.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

In this context, the greater grace that God gives is the forgiveness and restoration of the apostate, reversionistic, degenerate believer, who changes his mind about being a friend of the world and returning to the spiritual life God has given him.  This concludes the parenthesis begun in the last verse and the question begun prior to James’ short digression.  The corrected translation is then: “Or do you presume that the Scripture speaks in vain (the Spirit who was caused to dwell in us jealously desires [us], moreover, He gives a greater grace)?”

“moreover, He gives a greater grace)?”
- is the inferential conjunction DIO, which means “Therefore, For this reason.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say.”


The present tense is a perfective present, which emphasizes the present continuing results of a past completed action.


The active voice indicates that the Scripture (the same subject of the previous use of this verb in verse 5) produces the action of saying something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and the reality of what Scripture says.

“Therefore, it says,”
- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, which means “God” and refers to all three members of the Trinity.  Then we have the dative direct object (the verb takes the dative case for its object) from the masculine plural adjective HUPERĒPHANOS, which is used as a substantive and means “arrogant, haughty, proud Lk 1:51; Rom 1:30; 2 Tim 3:2; Jam 4:6; 1 Pet 5:5.”
  This is followed by the third person singular present middle indicative from the verb ANTITASSW, which means “oppose, resist with the dative of the persons or thing opposed. 1 Pet 5:5; he offers you no resistance Jam 5:6; Rom 13:2; Acts 18:6.”
  In Attic Greek it meant “to range in battle against, to set oneself against, meet face to face, meet in battle.”
  Since this is a quote from the LXX, the Attic Greek meaning is more accurate than the Koine Greek meaning.  And in the modern English we would say “to make war against.”

The present tense is a gnomic present, which expresses a maxim or universal truth.


The middle voice is an indirect middle, which emphasizes God as personally participating in the action, having a personal interest in the action, and taking responsibility personally for the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“‘God makes war against the arrogant,”

- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunctive particle DE, meaning “but” plus the dative indirect object from the masculine plural noun TAPEINOS, which means “to the humble.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give: He gives.”


The present tense is a durative present for what began in the past and is now continuing.


The active voice indicates that our Lord Jesus Christ produces the action of the verb.


The indicative mood is a dogmatic statement of fact.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun CHARIS, meaning “grace.”  The absence of the article emphasizes the high quality of this noun.  Grace is the greatest thing you will ever have from God.

“but He gives grace to the humble.’”

James 4:6 corrected translation
“moreover, He gives a greater grace)?  Therefore, it says, ‘God makes war against the arrogant, but He gives grace to the humble.’”
Explanation:
1.  “moreover, He gives a greater grace)?”

a.  The entire parenthetical statement is “(the Spirit who was caused to dwell in us jealously desires [us], moreover, He gives a greater grace)”.


b.  On the one hand the Lord Jesus Christ is intolerant of the reversionistic believer who belongs to Him, but turns away from Him to make himself a friend of the ruler of this world.  On the other hand the Lord gives greater grace to the believer who does not do this.


c.  Every believer receives an equal amount of logistical grace support.  This is the baseline grace support provided by God for us to live under His protection in Satan’s kingdom.


d.  But God also gives a greater grace to those who execute His will, plan, and purpose for their lives.


e.  This greater grace is given to the believer when they attain the status of spiritual maturity by passing all the momentum tests that God gives to prove to Satan and the fallen angels that this believer has the capacity for greater blessings in time.


f.  This greater grace results in the imputation of blessings for time to the spiritual capacity righteousness of the believer.


g.  Just as God the Father imputes many things to us at the moment of salvation on the basis of the fact that we now have His very own righteousness, so God the Son imputes blessings for time to the spiritually mature believer who has obeyed God, passed momentum testing, and developed spiritual capacity righteousness.


h.  Spiritual capacity righteousness demands greater grace blessing from God, and the justice of God answers that demand with blessings for time.  These blessings are beyond normal grace blessings from the Lord, they are greater grace blessings.

2.  “Therefore, it says,”

a.  James now comes back to his main thought line.  The context minus the digression says: “Therefore, whoever desires to be a friend of the world causes himself to become the enemy of God.  Or do you presume that the Scripture speaks in vain?  Therefore, it says, ‘God makes war against the arrogant, but He gives grace to the humble.’”


b.  James quotes Scripture to prove his point.  He quotes Prov 3:34 from the Septuagint, which was the Greek translation of the Old Testament, translated in 250 B.C. by seventy Hebrew scholars, when the Jews had been so Hellenized by the culture of Alexander the Great that they could no longer read their own Scriptures.


c.  The Hebrew says, “Though He scorns against the scorners (scoffs at the scoffers; mocks at the mockers), yet He gives grace to the humble.”  The scorner/scoffer/mocker is the arrogant person described by James and Peter with the word HUPEREPHANOS, meaning: “arrogant, haughty, proud.”  Remember that the scoffer, mocker, and person who scorns God in this context is the reversionistic, degenerate, apostate believer, who has rejected the teaching of the word of God by being a hearer only.
3.  “‘God makes war against the arrogant,”

a.  What is God’s attitude toward the arrogant degenerate believer, who scorns the word of God and mocks at the teaching of Bible doctrine?  God makes war against this arrogant believer.


b.  When God makes war against us, we are in deep trouble spiritually.  We are not going to win.  We will die from the perpetual state of sinfulness resulting in physical death.


c.  The sin resulting in death here is scorning, mocking at, and scoffing at the teaching of the word of God.  God makes war against those who reject His Word and are hearers only.


d.  When God makes war against us in perpetual carnality, He brings out divine discipline in three categories. 1 Cor 11:30-32, “For this reason among you many are weak and sick and a large number sleep.  But if we had been judging ourselves, we would not have been judged.  However, when we are being judged, we are disciplined by the Lord, in order that we might not be condemned with the world.”


e.  God makes war against the arrogant believer, because the arrogant believer is still God’s son. Heb 12:3-8, “For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.  You have not yet resisted to the point of shedding blood in your striving against sin; and you have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as sons, ‘My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor faint when you are reproved by Him; for those whom the Lord loves He disciplines, and He scourges every son whom He receives.’  It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline?  But if you are without discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate children and not sons.”

4.  “but He gives grace to the humble.’”

a.  In contrast to the loving discipline God gives to the perpetually carnal and degenerate believer, God gives greater grace to the humble believer.


b.  We have already seen the many forms of grace that God gives to believers in logistical grace support, greater grace blessing, and above and beyond greater grace blessings.  Now we have to define who the ‘humble’ are.


c.  The humble are those believers who do not scoff at the teaching of Bible doctrine.  The humble do not mock and reject the word of God or the person who teaches it.  The humble believer is positive to the teaching of the word of God and respects those who have been entrusted by God with the responsibility of correctly teaching His Word.


d.  The humble believer submits willingly to the authority of God as found in His Word, His will, His plan, and His purpose for that person’s life.  The humble believer is obedient to the will of God in all things, just as our Lord was obedient to the will of the Father in all things.


e.  The humble believer has respect for authority wherever it is found, especially in the word of God and those entrusted with its transmission.  1 Thes 5:12-13, “Now we ask that all of you, brethren, remember those who are working hard among you; that is, ruling you and teaching you, and that you esteem them to an infinite degree in the sphere of virtue love because of their work.  Keep the peace among each other.”


f.  The humble believer is occupied with His Lord, and not with himself.


g.  The humble believer is thankful for everything the Lord has given him, including his undeserved suffering and his opportunity to pass evidence testing.


h.  The humble believer is focused on the divine solutions to the problems of life rather than the problems themselves and his own human solutions.


i.  The humble believer is a doer of the Word and not a hearer only.


j.  The humble believer is the one who submits to the will of God, Jam 4:7, our next verse.
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