James 4:4



- is the vocative feminine plural adjective MOICHALIS, which means adulteresses and is used both literally and “in bold imagery that moves beyond apparent gender specificity (unfaithful creatures) Jam 4:4.  This is the same usage found in the Old Testament and in the statements of our Lord in which God’s relation to Israel is depicted as a marriage, and any beclouding of it becomes adultery.”
  Then we have the negative OUK, meaning “not” with the second person plural perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, which means “to know.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which conveys the idea of a present state resulting from a past action.


The active voice indicates that the reversionistic believers to whom James writes are expected to produce the action of knowing what he is about to say.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

This is followed by the conjunction HOTI, which is used after verbs of mental activity to indicate the content of that activity and is translated “that.”

“You adulteresses, do you not know that”

- is the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun PHILIA, which means “friendship, love followed by the objective genitive”
 from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS, which means “with the world” and refers to Satan’s cosmic system.  In English the idea of ‘friendship of the world’ suggests that the friendship is one-sided; that is, the world is trying to be friendly with the reversionist Jewish believer, but the believer is not returning that friendship.  Such is not the case here.  The reversionistic believer is returning and seeking the friendship of the world.  Therefore, we have an interchange of mutual affection between Satan’s cosmic system and the degenerate believer.  This demands the phrase “with the world” rather than “of the world” to bring out the mutual relationship between the two parties involved.  Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun ECHTHRA, which means “enmity Eph 2:14, 16 enmity toward God Jam 4:4; Rom 8:7; Lk 23:12; Gal 5:20.”
  With this we have the objective genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “toward, with, or against God.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: is.”


The present tense is a gnomic present for a universal truth that exists at all times, in all generations, under all circumstances, and never changes.


The active voice indicates that friendship with the cosmic system produces the action of being in a state of enmity, hostility, and hatred of God. 


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“friendship with the world is enmity [hostility, hatred] against God?”

- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS with the indefinite particle EAN, meaning “whoever.”  (After relative pronouns EAN is often used instead of AN.)  Then we have the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore” and introducing a conclusion based upon what has previously been stated.  This is followed by the third person singular aorist deponent passive subjunctive from the verb BOULOMAI, which means “to wish, want, or desire.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the action of desiring into a single whole and regards it as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The deponent passive is passive in form but active in meaning, the indefinite “whoever” producing the action.


The subjunctive mood is with a relative pronoun and AN or EAN to indicate a probable future condition.  It is probably going to happen, but it does not have to happen.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective PHILOS, meaning “a friend.”  This is followed by the present active infinitive of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”


The present tense is an aoristic present for a present fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the indefinite “whoever” produces the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which is used to complete the meaning of certain other verbs in Greek that require a helping infinitive to complete their meaning.

Then we have the objective genitive from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS, which means “of the world” and again refers to Satan’s cosmic system.

“Therefore, whoever desires to be a friend of the world”

- is the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective ECHTHROS, which means “the enemy; the one in hostility; the hater.”  With this we have the objective genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”  Finally, we have the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb KATHISTĒMI, which means “cause someone to experience something: make, cause 2 Pet 1:8; in the passive: be made, become Rom 5:19.”


The present tense is an aorist present for a present fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The passive voice indicates that the reversionistic, degenerate believer receives the action of making himself or causing himself to become the enemy of God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“causes himself to become the enemy of God.”

James 4:4 corrected translation
“You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity [hostility, hatred] against God?  Therefore, whoever desires to be a friend of the world causes himself to become the enemy of God.”

Explanation:
1.  “You adulteresses, do you not know that”

a.  James chastises the degenerate, reversionistic Christians of his scattered congregation by calling them adulteresses, the same term that God used against the degenerate Jews in the time of Hosea, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel.  This is also the same term that our Lord used against the morally degenerate Jews during His incarnation.



(1)  Hos 3:1, “Then the Lord said to me, ‘Go again, love a woman who is loved by her husband, yet an adulteress, even as the Lord loves the sons of Israel, though they turn to other gods and love raisin cakes.’”



(2)  Jer 3:9, “Because of the lightness of her harlotry, she polluted the land and committed adultery with stones and trees.”



(3)  Jer 9:2, “Oh that I had in the desert a wayfarers’ lodging place; that I might leave my people and go from them! For all of them are adulterers, an assembly of treacherous men.”



(4)  Ezek 16:32-38, “‘You adulteress wife, who takes strangers instead of her husband!  Men give gifts to all harlots, but you give your gifts to all your lovers to bribe them to come to you from every direction for your harlotries.  Thus you are different from those women in your harlotries, in that no one plays the harlot as you do, because you give money and no money is given you; thus you are different.’  Therefore, O harlot, hear the word of the Lord.  Thus says the Lord God, ‘Because your lewdness was poured out and your nakedness uncovered through your harlotries with your lovers and with all your detestable idols, and because of the blood of your sons which you gave to idols, therefore, behold, I will gather all your lovers with whom you took pleasure, even all those whom you loved and all those whom you hated. So I will gather them against you from every direction and expose your nakedness to them that they may see all your nakedness.  Thus I will judge you like women who commit adultery or shed blood are judged; and I will bring on you the blood of wrath and jealousy.’”



(5)  Mt 12:39; Mt 16:4, “But He answered and said to them, ‘An evil and adulterous generation craves for a sign; and yet no sign will be given to it but the sign of Jonah the prophet.’”



(6)  Mk 8:38, “For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.”


b.  The adultery of these believers is the fact that they are married to the Lord Jesus Christ.  They are the bride of Christ (Eph 5:25-27, “Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the Church and gave Himself as a substitute for her; that, having purified her, He might cause her to be sanctified by means of the washing of water with the word, that He might cause her to be presented to Himself as a glorious Church, having no stain, or wrinkle, or any such categories as these; but that she should be holy and unblemished.” And 2 Cor 11:2, “For I am deeply concerned about you with the passionate concern of God, because I betrothed you to one husband, in order that I might present you to Christ a pure virgin.”).  They are committing acts of adultery by their love of the world; that is, the cosmic system of Satan.


c.  This same imagery is used by Paul in Rom 7:2-6, “For the wife under the authority of her husband has been bound to her husband by law while he is living, but if the husband has died, she has been released by the law from her husband.  So then, while her husband is living, if she has become married to another man, she shall be classified ‘an adulteress.’   But if her husband has died, she is free from that law, so that she is not an adulteress, though she has become married to another man.  Therefore, my brethren, you also were put to death with reference to the Law by the body of Christ, with the result that you belong to another, to the One who has been raised up from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit to the benefit of God.  For while we were in the flesh, the sinful passions [trends or impulses], which [were] through the Law, were effective in our members, resulting in fruit bearing in the sphere of [spiritual] death.  But now we have been freed from the Law by means of having died to that by which we were bound [our first marriage to the sin nature], with the result that we might serve in a new [marriage] by the Spirit, and not in the old [marriage] by the letter.”


d.  James asks them a rhetorical question about something to which they should already know the answer.  They should already know the answer because this is not the first time James has taught this to them.  They should have paid attention in the past and learned the lesson.  But it is painfully obvious from James’ remarks here that these believers were hearers only of the word of God.  They never cared to make Bible doctrine important enough in their life to live their life based upon its teaching.

2.  “friendship with the world is enmity [hostility, hatred] against God?”


a.  James now gives them the principle that they should have already learned.  A believer cannot be a friend with Satan’s cosmic system without being in a state of enmity, hostility, and hatred against God.


b.  This same principle was taught by our Lord in:



(1)  Mt 6:24, “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”



(2)  Jn 15:19, “If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, because of this the world hates you.”


c.  This principle was taught by Paul in:



(1)  Rom 8:7, “because the thought pattern of the flesh is hostile toward God; for it is not subordinate to the policy of God, because it is not able [to be subordinate].”



(2)  Phil 3:18-19, “For many keep walking, concerning whom I have communicated to you many times and now continue communicating even though weeping, that they have made themselves the enemy of the Cross of that same Christ, whose termination of life is destruction, whose god is his emotions, whose fame is by means of their dishonor, who keep thinking about earthly things [evil].”


d.  This principle was taught by John in 1 Jn 2:15, “Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.”


e.  This same principle was previously mentioned by James in Jam 1:27, “Pure and undefiled religion in the judgment of God, even the Father, is this: to help orphans and widows in their difficult circumstances, to keep oneself pure from the world.”


f.  The world is Satan’s kingdom.  He became the ruler of the world, when Adam gave up rulership of the world by listening to the voice of his wife, who was under the control and authority of Satan.


g.  Satan offered the kingdoms of the world to our Lord, when he was tempting Him.  This could not be a legitimate offer unless Satan owned these kingdoms.  Our Lord never disputed Satan’s ownership.


h.  Therefore, friendship with the world is tantamount to friendship with the ruler of the world, the devil.


i.  Satan was the enemy of God from before the creation of mankind, and he will continue to be the enemy of God when he is finally thrown into the eternal lake of fire.


j.  It is possible for a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ to become a friend of the world; that is, the system that Satan controls, and therefore, make himself an enemy of God.


k.  Even though this believer makes himself a friend of Satan and the cosmic system, no where does the Bible say that he loses his or her salvation.

3.  “Therefore, whoever desires to be a friend of the world”

a.  James now gives us a conclusion based upon what he has previously stated.


b.  The subject “whoever” indicates that becoming a friend of the world is something that could happen to any believer.  All it requires is rejection of the teaching of the word of God.


c.  There are believers who give up completely on God and no longer have any trust or confidence in Him.  Once they make the decision to not trust God, they desire to have someone for a friend, so they turn to the only other person available—Satan.


d.  This statement also indicates the fact that free will exists in the human race; for God permits believers to become friends of the world.  God permits us to make our own bad decisions and does not stop us from making bad decisions.  This is absolutely necessary for Him to prove to Satan that Satan used his own free will to make the bad decision to reject God.


e.  Therefore, we have here the answer to the age old question of why God permits believers to become apostate, carnal, reversionistic, and degenerate.  He does so to prove to Satan that He (God) gives free will to those whom He loves to reject Him, and that there are those who do reject Him in spite of all He has done for them.


f.  Reversionistic believers exist to prove to Satan that God loved Satan prior to his fall and he rejected God of his own free will.  Every degenerate and apostate believer is the divine testimony against Satan that his actions to reject God were done of his own free will.


g.  On the other side of the coin, there will always be believers who do not desire to be a friend of the cosmic system.


h.  Being a friend of the cosmic system means enjoying one of the many systems that Satan has to offer.



(1)  Some enjoy being arrogant.



(2)  Some enjoy being indifferent to Bible doctrine.



(3)  Some enjoy being antagonistic toward the word of God.



(4)  Some enjoy being self-righteous.



(5)  Some enjoy sexual arrogance.



(6)  Some enjoy being criminals.



(7)  Some enjoy living in a world of unreality.



(8)  Some enjoy being subjectively preoccupied with themselves in unhappiness.



(9)  Some enjoy being subjectively preoccupied with others in iconoclastic arrogance.



(10)  Some enjoy the rational arrogance of pseudo‑intellectualism.



(11)  Some enjoy the irrational arrogance of emotionalism.



(12)  Some enjoy the arrogance involved in bureaucracy in government, catering to privilege groups, social activism, crusader arrogance, civil disobedience, violence, and revolution.

4.  “causes himself to become the enemy of God.”

a.  The believer in perpetual carnality and reversionism destroys himself with his own bad decisions.  God does not make anyone His enemy.  Creatures make themselves the enemy of God.  God has given all believers the freedom to love Him or to make themselves His enemy.


b.  We make ourselves the enemy of God by rejecting His Word, neglecting what He says, not trusting what He promises, and not believing what He says.


c.  The unbeliever becomes the enemy of God at the moment of physical birth through the imputation of Adam’s original sin and condemnation from the justice of God.


d.  The unbeliever is made the friend of God at the moment he believes in Christ by being entered into union with Christ.


e.  The believer makes himself the enemy of God again by accepting the friendship of Satan after salvation rather than continuing to trust in the grace, love, righteousness, and justice of God after salvation.


f.  The believer may become an enemy of God, but this cannot separate him from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus. Rom 8:35a, 37-39, “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? …Nevertheless, in all these things we win the supreme victory through Him [Father] who loves us.  Therefore, I stand convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor rulers of angels, neither current events, nor future events, nor demonstrations of power neither heaven nor hell nor any other created thing shall be able to separate us from the love of God [the Father], which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
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