James 4:16



- is the adversative use of the conjunction DE, meaning “But” with the adverb of time NUN, which is a “temporal marker with focus not so much on the present time as the situation pertaining at a given moment: now, as it is, as things now stand, as the situation now is, 1 Thes 3:8.”
  Then we have the second person plural present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb KAUCHAOMAI, which means “to boast” and is used here in a sinful sense of arrogant boasting.


The present tense is a progressive present, which emphasizing the continuing action.


The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning—these arrogant, reversionistic believers keep on producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and reality.

This is followed by the preposition EN plus the instrumental of manner (which indicates the manner in which the action of the verb is carried out) from the feminine plural article and noun ALAZONEIA with the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “with your pretension, arrogance in word and deed; boast in arrogance, arrogant boasts Jam 4:16.”

“But as things now stand, you keep on boasting with your arrogant pretensions.”

- is the nominative subject from the feminine singular adjective PAS, meaning “all” and the noun KAUCHĒSIS, which means “boasting.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular correlative adjective TOIOUTOS, which means “being like some person or thing mentioned in a context: such, of such a kind, such as this, like such.”
  Then we have the predicate nominative from the singular feminine adjective PONĒROS, which means “worthless, wicked, evil, bad, base, vicious, and degenerate.”
  Finally, we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “is.”


The present tense is a gnomic and static present for a perpetual state or condition that is an axiom or doctrinal principle.


The active voice indicates that such arrogant pretensions and boasting produce the action of being evil and degenerate.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.
“All such boasting is evil [worthless, degenerate].”

James 4:16 corrected translation
“But as things now stand, you keep on boasting with your arrogant pretensions.  All such boasting is evil [worthless, degenerate].”
Explanation:
1.  “But as things now stand, you keep on boasting with your arrogant pretensions.”

a.  In contrast to thinking and speaking in compatibility with the will of God, these reversionistic/degenerate believers keep on boasting and bragging about what they are going to do in the future.  The manner in which they boast and brag is with arrogance and pretentiousness.  This is what we used to call ‘putting on airs’ or being snooty.


b.  Pretentiousness is an arrogant aloofness that you are better than others and that whatever you say has to be correct, just because you said it.  Pretentiousness is the arrogant posturing of self-importance.  It is being so full of oneself that no one else really matters.


c.  These arrogant believers continue to think and talk as if all other Christians are third world believers.  They were still preoccupied with their ‘Jewishness,’ ignoring the fact that there was no longer any Jews or Gentiles in the royal family of God.  Jesus Christ would put an end to this pretension by administering the fifth cycle of discipline to Judea and end, for the remainder of the Church Age, any pretentiousness by Jewish believers. 


d.  These Judean Christians thought they were better than all the Gentiles and any Jew that  did not agree with them.  James’ letter was one of their final official warnings from the Lord before they were cut down to size.


e.  James’ letter was not the first warning to the Jews.



(1)  1 Sam 2:3, “Boast no more so very proudly; do not let arrogance come out of your mouth; for the Lord is a God of knowledge, and with Him actions are weighed.”



(2)  Ps 75:5, “Do not lift up your horn on high; do not speak with insolent pride.”



(3)  Prov 11:2, “When pride comes, then comes dishonor, but with the humble is wisdom.”



(4)  Prov 16:18, “Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before stumbling.”



(5)  Prov 21:24, “‘Proud,’ ‘Haughty,’ ‘Scoffer,’ are his names, who acts with insolent pride.”



(6)  Prov 29:23, “A man’s pride will bring him low, but a humble spirit will obtain honor.”



(7)  Prov 30:13, “There is a kind, oh how lofty are his eyes! And his eyelids are raised in arrogance.”



(8)  Amos 6:8, “The Lord God has sworn by Himself, the Lord God of the armies has declared: ‘I loathe the arrogance of Jacob, and detest his citadels; therefore I will deliver up the city and all it contains.’”



(9)  Isa 2:17, “The pride of man will be humbled and the loftiness of men will be abased; and the Lord alone will be exalted in that day.”



(10)  Jer 13:9, “Thus says the Lord, ‘Just so will I destroy the pride of Judah and the great pride of Jerusalem.’”

2.  “All such boasting is evil [worthless, degenerate].”

a.  James’ pronounces the judgment of the justice of God on the actions of these believers.  Their arrogance, boasting, bragging, insolent pretentiousness is the very evil that Satan has.  They are no different than the great enemy of God in their arrogance.  Therefore, all that they propose or intend to do is worthless.  It is human good based upon human effort, and totally rejects the help of God.


b.  They have entered into Christian degeneracy with emphasis on moral degeneracy.  They don’t intend to commit a bunch of gross sins of immorality, but rather the even greater sins of pride, arrogance, and haughtiness.  The greatest evil is the evil of arrogance and pride; for it motivates antagonism toward God and creature independence of God.


c.  These degenerate believers don’t need or want God interfering in their life.  They want to do what they consider to be right in the Christian life without God telling them what to think, say, or do.  The evil of arrogance is its degenerate desire to live apart from the will or desires of God.  It wants to live on the basis of its own ‘moral’ desires rather than God’s grace orientation.


d.  This kind of attitude produces a resultant boasting or bragging about one’s accomplishments in the spiritual life, which are no accomplishments at all, because they are accomplishments apart from the will of God.


e.  Moral degeneracy produces arrogant boasting and bragging, which is totally divorced from the reality of the spiritual life.


f.  These arrogant believers of Judea have yet to learn the principle of 2 Cor 10:12, 17-18, “For we do not presume to class or compare ourselves with some who band themselves together, but those measuring themselves by one another and comparing themselves with one another do not understand.”  “But the one who boasts must boast in the Lord.  For the one who recommends himself, that one is not approved, but whom the Lord [stands with and] commends.”
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