James 4:15



- is the preposition ANTI plus the ablative of exchange from the articular neuter singular article and present active infinitive of the verb LEGW, which means “to say.”


The preposition is translated “instead of” or “in place of.”  This is the only use of the preposition ANTI with an articular infinitive in the New Testament.


The article in the genitive neuter singular is used with the infinitive to express purpose, and is translated “to say.”


The present tense is a customary present for what James reasonably expects these believers to say.


The active voice indicates that these believers are expected to produce the action.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose.

This is followed by the accusative subject of the infinitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”

“Instead you ought to say,”

- is the third class conditional particle EAN, meaning “if and it may or may not happen.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, which means “the Lord” and refers to the Lord Jesus Christ.  Then we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb THELW, which means “to will, wish, desire, or want.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single point the action of the Lord wanting these believers to do something or not do something as the case may be.


The active voice indicates that the Lord produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive and used with EAN to introduce a conditional idea of potential or probability.

“‘If the Lord desires,”

- is the coordinating use of the Attic Greek KAI…KAI construction, which means “both…and.”  With this we have the first person plural future active indicative from the verb ZAW, which means “to live.”


The future tense is a progressive future, which emphasizes the continued future progress of the action.  The word “continue” or phrase “keep on” is used in the translation to bring out this idea.


The active voice indicates that these believers will continue to produce the action of living.


The indicative mood is a potential indicative expressing a possibility.

Then we have the first person plural future active indicative from the verb POIEW, which means “to do: we will do.”


The future tense is a progressive future, which emphasizes the continued future progress of the action.


The active voice indicates that these believers will continue to produce the action of doing whatever it is that they are doing or want to do.


The indicative mood is a potential indicative expressing a possibility.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular near demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this” with the coordinating conjunction Ē, meaning “or” and the accusative direct object from the neuter singular remote demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, meaning “that.”

“we will both continue to live and do this or that.’”

James 4:15 corrected translation
“Instead you ought to say, ‘If the Lord desires, we will both continue to live and do this or that.’”
Explanation:
1.  “Instead you ought to say,”

a.  James continues by suggesting to these believers and us what the proper attitude of believers should be with regard to our future here on earth.  Instead of being arrogant and presumptuous about our life, we should and must realize that an attitude of humility is essential when it comes to anything regarding our physical life.


b.  Our human life hangs by a fine thread, and that thread is held by the Lord Jesus Christ.  Therefore, we should never be presumptuous about our life or the circumstances of our life.  In addition, this is the devil’s kingdom, and he can makes changes in the circumstances of our life as the administrator of discipline from the Lord to believers.


c.  Therefore, humility and gratitude is the only acceptable attitude for the believer every day of his spiritual life.  The result of this attitude of humility and gratitude for the grace of God is reflected in what we say.  God isn’t looking for ‘holy’ language, so that every time we say anything it is prefaced by ‘if the Lord wills.’  That is a distortion of this passage and a system of legalistic ritualism that eventually becomes meaningless.


d.  Before we say anything, we must think the right thing.  The right thing to think in any given circumstance is, “Is this the Lord’s will?”  If we are certain of the answer, then we can state with confidence what we are going to do, because we know it is compatible with the Lord’s will for our life.  If we are uncertain of the answer, then we should preface the statement with the suggestion made here by James.

2.  “‘If the Lord desires,”

a.  This is the big condition in life.  This is a third class condition that means the Lord may or may not desire that we change locations, change jobs, change what we are doing, or change anything in our life.


b.  Note Paul’s statement in:



(1)  1 Cor 4:19, “But I will come quickly to you, if the Lord desires.  And then I will find out not the speech of conceited ones, but their power.”



(2)  Acts 18:21, “but taking leave of them [the pastors of Asia Minor] and saying, ‘I will return to you again if God wills,’ he set sail from Ephesus.”  Paul did this in violation of the known will of God, because God the Holy kept telling him in every city not to go to Jerusalem, but Paul ignored the Holy Spirit’s warnings.  This proves that any believer out of fellowship with God can say ‘if God wills’ and still ignore the will of God.



(3)  Rom 1:10, “always in my prayers making request, if perhaps now at last by the will of God I may succeed in coming to you.”


c.  We should not make any big changes in our life unless the Lord desires.  The Lord only desires the highest and best for us.  More often than not what we desire for ourselves is not necessarily what the Lord desires.  The only way to know what the Lord desires is to learn doctrine.


d.  If the word of God doesn’t give us the answer, then we should pray and ask God to show us what He wants.  Be patient; He will.  When God closes a door, He always opens another.


e.  What the Lord has desired was entered into the divine decree in eternity past.  The plan of God the Father is going to fulfill all that God desires, which includes every detail of our life.  Solomon understood this principle.



(1)  Eccl 3:10-15, “I have seen the task which God has given the sons of men with which to occupy themselves.  He has made everything appropriate in its time. He has also set eternity in their heart, yet so that man will not find out the work which God has done from the beginning even to the end.  I know that there is nothing better for them than to rejoice and to do good in one’s lifetime; moreover, that every man who eats and drinks sees good in all his labor it is the gift of God.  I know that everything God does will remain forever; there is nothing to add to it and there is nothing to take from it, for God has so worked that men should respect Him.  That which is has been already and that which will be has already been, for God seeks what has passed by.”



(2)  Eccl 7:13-14, “Consider the work of God, for who is able to straighten what He has bent?  In the day of prosperity be happy, but in the day of adversity consider God has made the one as well as the other so that man will not discover anything that will be after him.”

3.  “we will both continue to live and do this or that.’”

a.  The conclusion for the believer with the right mental attitude is that he will continue to live the spiritual life that God has provided for him.  In addition he will do whatever it is that the Lord desires; that is, ‘this or that.’  ‘This’ refers to whatever the Lord desires right now (the near demonstrative pronoun) and ‘that’ refers to whatever the Lord desires in the future (the remote demonstrative pronoun).


b.  The believer with genuine humility and doctrine in his soul has a divinely inspired personal sense of destiny that allows him to say with confidence that he will do this or that, because he knows he is in the will of God.


c.  The believer who executes the will of God continues to live the spiritual life and do the will of God to prove to Satan and the fallen angels that creatures can execute the will of God.


d.  The mature believer continues to live and do the will of God, so that the plan of God is advanced and the will of God is executed through the blessing of the believer in Satan’s kingdom.


e.  The mature believer realizes that all he does is and should be a reflection of the will of God for his life.  The mature believer understands that the most important thing he will do in life is the ‘this or that’ of the will of God.  Peter understood this principle:



(1)  1 Pet 2:15-16, “For the will of God is as follows – to silence the ignorance of foolish men by being a good citizen, [obey] as free men [spiritually], holding onto your [spiritual] freedom; that is, not as a cover for depravity [evil], but as God’s slaves.”



(2)  1 Pet 4:1-2, “Therefore, since Christ suffered in the flesh, arm yourselves also with the same thought, because He who suffered in the flesh is done with reference to the matter of sin for the purpose of living no longer in the desires of men, but in the will of God the remaining time in the flesh.”



(3)  1 Pet 4:19, “Therefore, let those who indeed suffer on account of the will of God commit their souls to a faithful creator in the sphere of doing what is inherently right.”


f.  Paul understood this principle. Eph 6:5-8, “Christian labor, obey your human management with respect and maximum effort by means of the noble motivation [integrity] of your right lobe as to Christ, not on the basis of eye-service as men-pleasers, but as servants of Christ, executing the plan [doing the will] of God by means of the soul with good motivation serve as to the Lord and not to men, because you know that each one, if he does anything [of divine] good, for this he himself will be rewarded from the Lord whether slave [labor] or free [management].”


g.  The writer of Hebrews (team of writers) understood this principle. Heb 10:36, “For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised.”


h.  John understood this principle. 1 Jn 2:17, “The cosmic system is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives forever.”


i.  When the will of God matches the volition of the believer, then God is glorified and the testimony against Satan and the fallen angels is established.


j.  God holds every man accountable for what he says.  Therefore, ensure that what you think and what you say is in harmony with the will, desire, plan, and purpose of God.  Eccl 5:2, “Do not be hasty in word or impulsive in thought to bring up a matter in the presence of God. For God is in heaven and you are on the earth; therefore let your words be few.”
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