James 4:10



- is the second person plural aorist passive imperative from the verb TAPEINOW, which means “to cause to be or become humble in attitude: humble, make humble in a favorable sense Mt 18:4; 23:12b; Lk 14:11b; 18:14b. humble oneself, become humble Jam 4:10; 1 Pet 5:6.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a whole what God expects of the reversionist (and all believers for that matter) and declares it as a fact.


The passive voice is “a causative/permissive passive, which, like its middle counterpart, implies consent, permission, or cause of the action of the verb on the part of the subject. This usage is rare, usually shut up to imperatives (as would be expected, since imperatives intrinsically involve volition).  Illustrations: Lk 7:7, “let my servant be healed.” Lk 11:38, “When the Pharisee saw this, he was amazed because [Jesus] did not first allow himself to be washed before the meal.” 1 Cor 6:7, “Why not allow yourselves to be wronged? Why not allow yourselves to be defrauded?”  Eph 5:18, “Do not be drunk with wine … but be filled with the Spirit.”  1 Pet 5:6, “Allow yourselves to be humbled under the mighty hand of God.”  Cf. also Mk 10:45; 16:6; Lk 15:15; 18:13; Acts 2:38; 21:24, 26; Rom 12:2; 14:16; Col 2:20; Heb 13:9; Jam 4:7, 10.”


The imperative mood is a conditional imperative.  “The imperative may at times be used to state a condition (protasis) on which the fulfillment (apodosis) of another verb depends.  This use of the imperative is always or almost always found in the construction imperative + kai + future indicative.  The idea is “If X, then Y will happen.”  None of the undisputed conditional imperatives seems to have lost its injunctive force. That is to say, even though the imperative is translated by ‘if you do’ and the like, the imperative was used precisely because it communicated something that another mood could not.  Thus, in  John 1:39 (“come and you will see”) means if you come-and I want you to-you will see.  Examples: Mt 7:7, ‘Ask and it will be given to you.’  The idea is “If you ask (and you should), it will be given to you.”  Mt 8:8, ‘Just say the word, and my servant will be healed.’  Jn 2:19, ‘Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up.’   

The sense of the imperative here is even stronger: “If you destroy this temple—and I command you to—in three days I will raise it up.”  It thus functions as a taunt or a dare, akin to “Go ahead! Destroy this temple, if you dare! I will still raise it up!”  Jam 4:7, “Resist the devil and he will flee from you.” The idea is “if you resist the devil-and you should-then he will flee from you.”
Cf. also Jn 1:39; Eph 5:14; Jam 4:10.”

Then we have the preposition ENWPION plus the genitive of place from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, which means “before/in the presence of the Lord.”

“[If you] allow yourselves to be humbled before the Lord,”

- is the use of the conjunction KAI to state a consequence; that is “to introduce a result that comes from what precedes.  It is translated: and then, and so especially after the imperative Mt 4:19; Lk 7:7; Jn 14:16; Jam 4:7, 10.”
  Then we have the third person singular future active indicative from the verb HUPSOW, which means “to cause enhancement in honor, fame, position, power, or fortune, exalt Lk 1:52; Jam 4:10; 1 Pet 5:6; passive: Mt 23:12b; Lk 14:11b; 18:14b; 2 Cor 11:7; Acts 5:31.”


The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will definitely happen.


The active voice indicates that the Lord will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to all the believers to whom James writes.

“and then He will exalt you.”

James 4:10 corrected translation
“[If you] allow yourselves to be humbled before the Lord [and you should], and then He will exalt you.”
Explanation:
1.  “[If you] allow yourselves to be humbled before the Lord [and you should],”

a.  James continues with a dare to the reversionistic believer.  In effect, this is God the Holy Spirit daring the reversionistic believer to give up his arrogance and see what happens.


b.  The conditional imperative mood is another form of conditional clause and can legitimately be translated “if you allow yourselves.”  However, this “if” has behind it the taunt of God to the reversionist to try something different in his life, if he dares do so.


c.  This is like one person saying to another person, ‘Go ahead and try it, I dare you.’  God the Holy Spirit dares us to be humble before the Lord.  God taunts the arrogant believer to get him to change his arrogant attitude.  It is as if God is saying to us, “You think you are so great?  I dare you to not think you are so great, and then see what happens.”


d.  There is a definite implication of volition involved here.  The arrogant believer must allow himself to be humbled.  His volition is definitely involved.  How do we allow ourselves to be humbled?



(1)  We do not do it by allowing other people to walk all over us and kick us around.  That is pseudo-humility, not genuine humility.



(2)  We allow ourselves to be humbled by submitting to the will of God.  We do what God says, no matter what.



(3)  Genuine humility submits to the legitimate authority of others.  Arrogance refuses to submit and resists all authority.



(4)  We allow ourselves to be humbled by a change in mental attitude toward the authority of the word of God.  We have to be willing to listen to what God has to say, as taught by God’s representative—the pastor given to us as His messenger.



(5)  We allow ourselves to be humbled by learning the mechanics of the spiritual life and then living that life according to the will of God.



(6)  We allow ourselves to be humbled by recognizing our own arrogant attitude and acknowledging that sin to God.



(7)  We allow ourselves to be humbled by recognizing and admitting to ourselves the human good and evil with which we have been involved and separating ourselves from it.


e.  The Lord is aware of every detail and aspect of our life.  We are constantly before Him, being evaluated by Him.


f.  The reversionistic believer has exalted himself in Satan’s cosmic system.  Now God dares him to allow himself to be humbled under the authority of God, so that he may be truly exalted while living in Satan’s kingdom. 

g.  When we try to exalt or promote ourselves in Satan’s kingdom, we have nothing, we are nothing, we go nowhere, and our promotion is all false and fake.  Satan’s promotions are not genuine promotions, but temporary, false, and fake promotions.  God’s promotions are genuine, real, permanent, and have genuine value to the person exalted by God.

2.  “and then He will exalt you.”

a.  The result of accepting God’s dare to give up our arrogance and try out genuine humility is the exaltation or promotion that only God can provide.


b.  The Old Testament concept of the exalting of the lowly and humbling of the lofty occurs in a new formula by our Lord:



(1)  Mt 23:12, “Whoever exalts himself shall be humbled; and whoever humbles himself shall be exalted.”



(2)  Lk 14:11, “For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”



(3)  Lk 18:14, “I tell you, this man went to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted.”



(4)  Lk 16:15, “And He said to them, ‘You are those who justify yourselves in the sight of men, but God knows your hearts; for that which is highly esteemed among men is detestable in the sight of God.’”


c.  Exaltation is the act of God alone.



(1)  Lk 1:52, “He has brought down rulers from their thrones, and has exalted those who were humble.”



(2)  1 Pet 5:6, “Therefore, humble yourselves under the powerful hand of God, in order that He might promote you at the right time.”
 
d.  This statement is a dogmatic promise to every believer, but especially to the reversionistic believer.  God can and will exalt and promote the believer who recovers from apostasy, degeneracy, reversionism, or perpetual carnality.  Consider Paul.

e.  God exalts genuine humility.  “God makes war against the arrogant, but gives grace to the humble,” Jam 4:6.


f.  The exaltation of the believer in time is the imputation of greater blessings for time at the point of having spiritual capacity righteousness or spiritual maturity.


g.  The exaltation or promotion of the believer is always at the right time, when the blessings God gives will have the maximum impact in the life of the mature believer and give the greatest glorification to God.


h.  Our exaltation or promotion is totally dependent upon the mental attitude we have; that is arrogance versus humility.


i.  If we ever wonder why God has not exalted or promoted us, all we need do is look at ourselves through the standards of the word of God and ask ourselves if we really have genuine humility.


j.  Most believers don’t want to be promoted by God.  They don’t believe God will do a good enough job.  That is why they would rather promote themselves.

3.  Principles of Promotion or Exaltation by God.


a.  Promotion by God comes from execution of the spiritual life of the Church Age.  There is a system of promotion in the spiritual life.  However, it is a system that is not related in any way to man promoting man.


b.  All promotions in the Christian life are completely and totally fair, because all promotion is accomplished by God and God alone.  All promotions from God are grace promotions.  All promotions from God are fair promotions.  Self-promotion is dead works and glorification of self.  Hence, self-promotion is no promotion.


c.  Promotion is always related to humility, which is related to obedience, which is related to  making doctrine number one priority in our life.  The basic foundation for promotion and success in the spiritual life is obedience resulting in humility.


d.  We cannot be promoted by God without humility.  God does not promote anyone without humility.  Humility only comes from knowledge of Bible doctrine and obedience to that doctrine.


e.  You cannot make ourselves humble; self-effacement is not humility.


f.  Our Lord stated the promotion principle in Lk 14:11, “For everyone who exalts himself shall be humbled.  And he who humbles himself shall be promoted.”  “Everyone who exalts himself” is the believer involved in self-promotion, Christian degeneracy, reversionism, perpetual carnality, etc.


g.  The believer “is humbled” through the law of volitional responsibility and divine discipline.


h.  Humbling oneself is the filling of the Holy Spirit, cognition and inculcation of doctrine, execution of the divine plan, self-discipline, and the thousands of decisions to learn and obey Bible doctrine.


i.  Those who are humbled by divine discipline often become extremely arrogant in their humility.  There are two kinds of humility: put-down humility and spiritual humility.  God only promotes on the basis of spiritual humility.  We are not humble because we think we are humble or say we are humble.


j.  God promotes at the proper time.  The proper time is when we have grace orientation, teachability from doctrinal orientation, a personal sense of destiny in God’s plan, and personal love for God as our motivation.


k.  Promotion occurs only because of the execution of the plan of God.


l.  Promotion occurs through the distribution of blessings for both time and eternity by our Lord Jesus Christ.


m.  Promotion implies that we have become a grace-oriented invisible spiritual hero.


n.  The believer in the cosmic system always functions under principles of self-promotion.  2 Cor 10:18, “For the one who recommends himself, that one is not approved, but whom the Lord [stands with and] commends.”


o.  Never covet what God has not provided in grace.  Arrogance becomes involved in the lust pattern of the sin nature and covets everything that God has not provided.  But humility or grace orientation sets aside the lust pattern and through perception of doctrine develops a tremendous capacity for life, love, happiness, and grace blessing from God.  As we develop capacity, God provides more blessing and greater promotion.


p.  No Church Age believer can be promoted without at least five things:



(1)  Understanding the plan of God and a personal sense of destiny in relation to that plan.



(2)  Understanding and using the power options and spiritual problem-solving devices.



(3)  Understanding undeserved suffering, momentum testing, and suffering for blessing.



(4)  Understanding and obeying the will of God to produce genuine humility.



(5)  Respect and love for God as the motivation for all we do.


q.  Promotion is based on spiritual momentum from doctrine and obedience to the will of God, never from Christian service or good deeds.  What is most important in any kind of works is the motivation for doing that action.  Is the person doing good for self-promotion or to glorify God?  Therefore, there must be proper motivation before doing any good works.  Christian service and Christian works are the result of momentum, but never the means.  Therefore, do not confuse means and result in the Christian way of life.


r.  We cannot be promoted as long as we have the slave mentality of worrying about our security.  The slave mentality belongs to any believer who thinks that security from having the things of this life (such as money) is the answer to the problems of life or who thinks that the world owes them anything.


s.  If God does not promote us, we are not promoted.  God promotes the humble believer who is oriented to and obeys authority, has objectivity, teachability, flexibility, thoughtfulness, tenderness, kindness, and unconditional love in life based on the motivation of reciprocal love for God.


t.  No believer is promoted until he or she reaches spiritual self-confidence.


u.  When God can promote us, God is glorified.  Promotion is always based upon the grace of God, and when God acts in grace, He is glorified.  Divine promotion is always fair.


v.  The promoted believer is the invisible spiritual hero with historical impact in the Church Age toward people and angels.  Our impact with angels is far greater than our impact with people.


w.  All promotion of believers is part of the grace policy of God.  Therefore, God promotes the humble believer who understands and uses grace.  This is grace orientation.  Promotion from God involves doctrinal inculcation and grace orientation.  Promotion does not involve the doing of good deeds and the performance of Christian service.  Both promotion and the doing of good deeds are a result of momentum in spiritual growth.


x.  God promotes the prepared believer.  The only preparation for life is learning and using the will of God, the word of God, the power of God, and the love of God.


y. God does not promote on the basis of good deeds and Christian service, but on the basis of the doctrine we learn, believe, and apply in our spiritual life.  Spiritual skills must precede production skills in the operation of the plan of God.  Spiritual skills guarantee humility so that we never become arrogant about our production.


z.  Perception and acceptance of Bible doctrine results in the execution of God’s plan, which is the basis for the promotion of the believer.  As a result of divine promotion, the quality and quantity of the believer’s production and service improve.  Doctrine motivates good deeds and Christian service; doctrine produces promotion.
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