James 3:8



 is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But, However.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun GLWSSA, which means “the tongue.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective OUDEIS, which means “no one.”  Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb DAMAZW, which means “to control, tame, subdue.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers up the action of being able to control the tongue in its entirety and looking at it as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the subject “no one” produces the action of being able to control the tongue.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which is used with certain verbs (like DUNAMAI) to complete their meaning.

This is followed by the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb DUNAMAI, which means “to be able.”


The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists.


The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form but active in meaning.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the partitive genitive or genitive of the whole (wholative genitive) from the masculine plural noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “of mankind” in the sense of “who is a part of mankind.”
“But no one of mankind is able to control the tongue;”
- is the parenthetic nominative from the neuter singular adjective AKATASTATOS, meaning “unstable, restless,” in sense of ‘agitated, on edge, impatient’ plus the adjective KAKOS, used as a substantive, meaning “evil.”  “A parenthetic nominative is actually the subject in a clause inside a sentence that may or may not have a different subject. The parenthetic nominative is not used to indicate the author’s emotion at the time of writing, nor is it primarily emphatic in nature.  Its use is primarily explanatory and is frequently an editorial aside.”
 
“an unstable evil”
- is the parenthetic nominative from the feminine singular adjective MESTOS, meaning “full,” followed by the genitive of the content (the noun in the genitive specifies the content of the word to which it is related—MESTOS) from the masculine singular noun IOS, meaning “poison, venom.”  This is followed by the genitive masculine singular adjective THANATĒPHOROS, meaning “death-producing, death-bringing, death-carrying.”  This is a combination of the word THANATOS, meaning “death” and the verb PHERW, meaning “to bear, carry, bring, or produce.”
“full of death-producing venom.”

James 3:8 corrected translation
“But no one of mankind is able to control the tongue; an unstable evil; full of death-producing venom.”
Explanation:
1.  “But no one of mankind is able to control the tongue;”

a.  Man has been able to control most of the animal kingdom, but mankind has never been able to control the tongue.

b.  Individual people can control their own tongues as a part of self-discipline and self-restraint.  But no individual has ever been able to control what another person says.


c.  The tongue is the mouthpiece for the old sin nature.  The underlying principle here is that no human being has ever been able to control the sin nature.


d.  The tongue is only a reflection of what is in the soul.  And the soul out of fellowship is a reflection of the sin nature.  Therefore, the tongue out of control is the expression of the sin nature out of control.


e.  When the sin nature controls the soul, we say things in anger, hatred, rage, revenge, etc.  The things said under the control of the sin nature are the most destructive things in the world.  This is not only true when it comes to interpersonal relationships in life, but is also true with regard to false teachers in pulpits, and dictators and terrorists.


f.  We cannot stop other people from proclaiming their evil, but we must recognize the source of what they are saying as the production of the sin nature, motivated by Satan.

g.  God has given every human being the freedom and ability to say what they want and we will never be able to stop or control the evil spoken against the Lord, against believers, or against divine establishment principles.  However, we can recognize it for what it is and reject it.

2.  “an unstable evil”


a.  James then gives an editorial aside.  An editorial aside is a side comment, used to explain something about the subject being discussed.  It is an additional point or thought not directly related to the topic being discussed, but nevertheless is a real characteristic of the subject.

b.  The subject at hand is the inability of mankind to control what other people say.  The editorial aside is the fact that the tongue under the control of the sin nature is an unstable, restless, agitated, on-edge, and impatient evil.


(1)  The carnal tongue is the tongue under the control of the sin nature.  This is the tongue in moral and immoral degeneracy.



(2)  The carnal tongue is unstable, flattering one moment to get what it wants, and condemning the same person the next moment because it didn’t get what it wanted.  You can see this characteristic of the tongue at any sporting event, where people love the team when they are winning and tell them how awful they are when losing.



(3)  The carnal tongue is restless.  It cannot stop talking.  Whatever enters the soul from the motivation of the sin nature comes out through the mouth.  The believer in perpetual carnality can’t stop saying what he thinks or feels, even when others tell him to just shut up.


(4)  The carnal tongue is agitated.  It stirs up strife.  The sin nature is always agitated and irritable because it is not getting what it wants, and this is reflected in what the carnal believer says.  He is never happy, always irritable, always agitated, constantly complaining about something.



(5)  The carnal tongue is constantly on-edge, being ready to fight verbally at any moment.  Anything can set this person off, even the most innocent things.  This person is just looking for a verbal fight and is on the edge of his seat ready to jump into the middle of the ring.



(6)  The carnal tongue is also impatient when it does not get immediately what it wants, and it doesn’t mind telling everyone around them that he is not happy, whether other people want to hear it or not.


c.  Everything a person in a state of carnality says is evil in one form or another.  There is nothing of divine good coming out of his mouth.

3.  “full of death-producing venom.”

a.  James concludes with another editorial aside.  The things that believers out of fellowship say are like the poison of snakes.  They kill whomever they bite with their tongue.

b.  The same concept is mentioned in:


(1)  Ps 140:3, “They sharpen their tongues as a serpent; poison of a viper is under their lips.”




(a)  They are deadly in the use of what they say to destroy the lives of others.




(b)   The phrase “under their lips” indicates the hidden nature of this deadly danger.




(c)  The degenerate believer hides behind a façade of sweetness and light, politeness, and political correctness.




(d)  But when the opportunity presents itself, when the victim does not see it coming, he strikes with his tongue to destroy the object of his antagonism, jealousy, or revenge.  The victim never sees this coming.  He is not ready for the verbal attack.




(e)  However, God promises to protect the mature believer from this attack.





i.  Job 5:15, “But He saves from the sword of their mouth, and the poor from the hand of the mighty.”





ii.  Job 5:21a, “You will be hidden from the scourge of the tongue.”





iii.  Ps 31:20, “You hide them in the secret place of Your presence from the conspiracies of man; You keep them secretly in a shelter from the strife of tongues.”



(2)  Rom 3:13, “Their vocal cords [larynx] are a grave which has been opened.  They kept on deceiving, defrauding, and using trickery with their tongues.  The venom of Egyptian cobras is under their lips.”



(a)  This is a quote from Ps 5:9, “There is nothing reliable in what they say; their inward part is destruction itself. Their throat is an open grave; they flatter with their tongue.”  The subject of this verse is still the unbeliever, but the same concept is applied here by James to the believer.




(b)  What the believer out of fellowship says is as rotten as the smell of a grave which has been opened to expose the stench of a rotting corpse.




(c)  The soul of the carnal believer is rotten.  Therefore, what the carnal believer thinks is reflected in what he says.  The rottenness of his soul is exposed by what he says.  When he opens his mouth to speak, all the rotten ideas of the cosmic system pour forth like the stench from a rotting corpse.  It includes all the statements of the sin nature related to lasciviousness and debauchery, hatred and revenge, arrogance and prejudice, and bitterness and jealousy.
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