James 3:18



 is the transitional or continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, which is used to continue a thought or to introduce background or parenthetical information.  It is translated “And, Moreover, Now.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun KARPOS, which means “result, outcome, product Gal 5:22; Eph 5:9; Phil 1:11; Jam 3:18.”
  Then we have the subjective genitive from the feminine singular noun DIKAIOSUNĒ, which means “of righteousness” and is used of the upright character of the believer in the execution of the spiritual life.  The subjective genitive indicates that righteousness is the subject producing the action of the noun of action KARPOS.  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular noun EIRĒNĒ, which means “health, welfare; peace, harmony; prosperity.”
“Now the result of righteousness in the sphere of harmony”
- is the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb SPEIRW, which means “to sow” as in sowing or planting seed.

The present tense is a descriptive and progressive present for what is now going on and continues throughout the Church Age.

The passive voice indicates that the result of righteousness receives the action of being planted or sown in the sphere of harmony or peace with God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative masculine plural indirect object from the articular present active participle from the verb POIEW, which means “to do, make, manufacture, cause, bring about, accomplish, or produce.”


The article is used as a demonstrative/relative pronoun combination “to those who” or simply “to the ones who.”


The present tense is a descriptive present, which describes what is occurring.


The active voice indicates that positive, advancing, growing believers produce the action.

The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun EIRĒNĒ, meaning “peace; harmony.”

“is sown to the ones producing harmony.”
James 3:18 corrected translation
“Now the result of righteousness in the sphere of harmony is sown to the ones producing harmony.”
Explanation:
1.  “Now the result of righteousness in the sphere of harmony”

a.  This verse is extremely difficult to understand by the English mind in the way that it is stated by the Hebrew mind using the Greek language.  To make it more understandable to the English mind we have to really disassemble all the parts of the sentence and then try to put it back together.

b.  The phrase KARPOS DIKAIOSUNĒ is also found in:


(1)  Phil 1:11, “having brought to completion the production of righteousness, which [comes] by the agency of Jesus Christ resulting in the glory and praise of God.”


(2)  Heb 12:11, “All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.”


c.  The fruit, production, product, result, or outcome of righteousness is what we do in the spiritual life as a result of having the righteousness of God given to us at salvation and developing spiritual capacity righteousness from our understanding and acceptance of the teachings of the word of God.



(1)  We learn doctrine and believe it.



(2)  We decide to live our life based upon what we have learned from the word of God.



(3)  This produces spiritual capacity righteousness in our soul.



(4)  Spiritual capacity righteousness is the capacity to do what is right; that is, to do what God wants.



(5)  Having the capacity to do what God wants is our status of righteousness.



(6)  Doing what God wants is the production or result of having that righteousness.



(7)  The result of righteousness is a reference to all the things previously mentioned in verse 17: harmony, agreeable and reasonable to what is right, willing to listen, filled with mercy and good results, impartial, genuine (without hypocrisy).  These things are the result of the development of spiritual capacity righteousness.


d.  One of the major products or results of spiritual capacity righteousness is harmony.  This was the subject of verse 17, “the wisdom from above…promotes harmony.”  James is obviously expanding on this theme in verse 18.

e.  Therefore, one of the greatest results of having the righteousness of God and developing our own capacity for living according to the righteousness of God is production in the spiritual life related to or in the sphere of harmony within ourselves and with others.
2.  “is sown to the ones producing harmony.”

a.  This result of righteousness (harmony, being agreeable and reasonable to what is right, being willing to listen, being filled with mercy and good results, being impartial, and being genuine) is sown or planted by God the Holy Spirit through the teaching of the word of God.

b.  The results of righteousness or the production of the spiritual life is given to those who execute the spiritual life by learning and applying the word of God.

c.  The ones producing harmony are those who are advancing to spiritual maturity.


d.  God has produced harmony between God and man through the work of Jesus Christ on the Cross.


(1)  Rom 5:1, “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace [harmony = EIRĒNĒ] with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”


(2)  The unbeliever has rejected this peace/harmony between God and man. Rom 3:17, “In fact they [unbelievers] have not acknowledged [given due recognition to] the way of peace.”


(3)  Rom 8:6, “Consequently the thought pattern of the flesh is death [the sin unto death], but the thought pattern of the Spirit is life and peace/harmony/prosperity,”


(4)  Eph 2:14-17, “For He Himself [JC] is our peace who has caused to make both [Jew & Gentile] one [baptism of the Holy Spirit], and He has abolished the dividing wall of the barrier,   (and He abolished in His flesh the enmity [barrier between God & man], the Law of commandments given in the decrees [Mosaic Law], in order that He [JC] might cause to create the two [Jew & Gentile believers] into one new man [new spiritual species] in Himself, since He has made peace, and that He might reconcile them both [Jew & Gentile] to God in one body by means of the cross, having put to death the enmity in Himself.)  And when He came, He caused the proclamation of the gospel of peace [reconciliation] to you who were far away and peace to you who were near.”


(5)  Col 1:20, “and through Him [Jesus Christ], to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace/harmony through the blood [Christ’s spiritual death] of His Cross, through Him whether the things on the earth [mankind] or the things in the heavens [angels].”


(6)  Heb 13:20, “Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord.”


e.  We now have a ministry of bringing that offer of peace or harmony with God to all others and being at peace and harmony with all men.


(1)  Rom 12:18, “If it is possible, and it is, as much as it depends on you, live in harmony with all men.”


(2)  Rom 14:17-19, “For the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking but righteousness, harmony, and a superabundance of happiness by means of the Holy Spirit.  For he who serves Christ in this [righteousness, harmony, and superabundance of happiness by means of the Holy Spirit] [is] pleasing to God and respected by men.  Consequently therefore, let us run after the things [doctrines] related to harmony and the things related to each other’s edification.”


(3)  1 Cor 7:15, “But if the unbeliever divorces, and he will, let him be divorced.  The male believer or the female believer is not bound [by the marriage contract] under such circumstances.  But God has called you in the sphere of harmony.”



(4)  2 Cor 13:11, “Finally, brethren, be happy, be made complete, be encouraged, be in agreement, keep the peace, and then the God of unconditional love and peace [prosperity, harmony, reconciliation] will be with you.”



(5)  Eph 4:3, “Be diligent to guard the unity of the Spirit by means of the bond of peace [reconciliation or harmony between God and man].”


(6)  Eph 6:15, “and after you have put on your combat boots with readiness [to communicate] the gospel, the peace [reconciliation].”



(7)  1 Thes 5:13, “and that you esteem them to an infinite degree in the sphere of virtue love because of their work.  Keep the peace/harmony among each other.”



(8)  2 Tim 2:22, “Now then, flee from youthful lusts [the lusts of spiritual immaturity], but keep on pursuing righteousness, doctrine, virtue-love, peace/harmony/spiritual prosperity with those who call upon the Lord from a pure heart.”


(9)  Heb 12:14, “Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one will see the Lord.”

f.  God gives to mature believers everything they need to produce what is right in the spiritual life, to produce all the things required to have a harmonious relationship with God and with mankind (the sphere of harmony).



(1)  Gal 5:22 “But the production of the Spirit is virtue-love, joy [sharing the happiness of God], harmony [with God], patience, integrity, goodness, doctrinal inculcation and application,”


(2)  Gal 6:15-16, “For neither the circumcision [the Jew] nor the uncircumcision [the Gentile] is anything, but the new creation is something.  And so as many as hold to this standard, peace/harmony/prosperity upon them and mercy; that is, upon the Israel of God.”


(3)  Phil 4:7-9, “Indeed, the spiritual peace/harmony/prosperity produced by God, which surpasses all [human and angelic] thinking will protect your hearts; that is, your thoughts in Christ Jesus.  Finally, brethren, all that is true, all that is honorable, all that is righteous, all that is pure, all that is pleasing, all that is commendable, if [there is] any virtue and if [there is] anything worthy of praise, and there is, think about these things.  Both the things which you have learned and have accepted and have heard and have come to know because of me, practice these things; and the God who produces peace/harmony/prosperity shall be with all of you.”


(4)  Col 3:15, “Furthermore, let the peace/harmony/prosperity of Christ rule in your hearts for which prosperity you were called into one body; and become thankful ones.”


(5)  1 Thes 5:23, “Now may the God of peace/harmony/prosperity Himself [the Lord Jesus Christ] set you apart to God as perfect; that is, may your spirit and soul and body be preserved undamaged, blameless in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ.”



(6)  2 Thes 3:16, “Now may the Lord of peace/harmony/prosperity Himself give you peace/harmony/prosperity continually in every way.  The Lord is with all of you.”


(7)  1 Pet 3:8-12, “And finally, everyone [should be] like-minded, sympathetic, loving one’s brother, compassionate, humble.  Stop paying back evil for evil or verbal abuse for verbal abuse, but on the other hand bless, because for this purpose you have been called, in order that you might obtain the blessing.  For he who wishes to love life and to see happy days must keep his tongue from evil and lips, that it might not speak deceit.  Rather, let him turn away from evil and begin to produce good, let him try of obtain harmony and pursue it, because the eyes of the Lord [are] on the righteous and His ears [listen] to their prayer, but the face of the Lord [is] against those doing evil.”


(8)  2 Pet 3:14 “For this reason, beloved, since we eagerly anticipate these things, begin to make every effort to be found by Him in the sphere of harmony, pure [the execution of the spiritual life] and blameless [having no human good or evil].”
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