James 3:15



 is the absolute negative OUK, meaning “not,” followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: is.”

The present tense is an aoristic and static present for a timeless fact that will always be what it is.


The active voice indicates that the subject (demon doctrine) produces the action of being what is described here.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular intensive pronoun HOUTOS with the article and noun SOPHIA, meaning “this wisdom” and referring to ‘bitter jealousy,’ ‘selfish ambition,’ ‘boasting and lying against the truth’ from the previous verse.

This is followed by the adverb of place ANWTHEN, which means “from above Jn 3:3, 7, 31; 19:11; Jam 1:17.”
  Then we have the appositional nominative feminine singular present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb KATERCHOMAI, which means “to come down.”


The present tense is a durative present for something that began in the past and continues in the present.

The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning, the wisdom of demons producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial and part of a present periphrastic.
“This wisdom [demon doctrine] is not coming down from above,”
- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but,” followed by the predicate nominative from the feminine singular adjective EPIGEIOS, which means “what is characteristic of the earth as opposed to heavenly: earthly 1 Cor 15:40; 2 Cor 5:1.”
  Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular adjective PSUCHIKOS, which “pertains to the life of the natural world and whatever belongs to it, in contrast to the realm of experience whose central characteristic is spirit: natural, unspiritual, worldly; an unspiritual person, one who merely functions bodily, without being touched by the Spirit of God 1 Cor 2:14; the physical in contrast to the spiritual 1 Cor 15:46; Jude 19 calls the teachers of error: worldly (‘psychic’) people, who do not have the Spirit.”
  Finally, we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular adjective DAIMONIWDĒS, which means “originating from the lower spirit-world, infernal, demonic.”

“but earthly, related to the natural world, demonic.”
James 3:15 corrected translation
“This wisdom [demon doctrine] is not coming down from above, but earthly, related to the natural world, demonic.”
Explanation:

1.  “This wisdom [demon doctrine] is not coming down from above,”

a.  The subject here relates back to the previous context.  “Who [is] wise and understanding among you? …But if you keep on having bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, and you do, stop boasting and lying against the truth.”

b.  This wisdom is a wisdom that produces bitter jealousy, selfish ambition, boasting, and lying against the truth.

c.  This wisdom is the same wisdom mentioned in 1 Tim 4:1 as the doctrine of demons, “Now the Spirit explicitly says that in latter periods of time [Church Age and Tribulation] some [believers] will depart from doctrine, paying attention to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons.”

d.  Bitterness, jealousy, selfish ambition, boasting, and lying against the truth of the word of God are all things that do not originate with God.  These things originate with Satan and the fallen angels.


e.  The doctrine of Satan is that we should be bitter when we don’t get what we want.


f.  The doctrine of Satan is that we should be jealous and envious of others.  Satan says we should get whatever we want.  We should have whatever we want.  There is no reason why someone else should ever have more than we have.  Satan is the author of communism (take what others have because they have more than you) and liberalism (do whatever you want).

g.  The doctrine of Satan is that we be ambitious to take care of ourselves.  Don’t worry about anyone else; just make sure you get everything you want first.  Satanic viewpoint is, ‘Always watch out for number one—you’.

h.  The doctrine of Satan is that we have every right to boast and brag about ourselves, letting everyone else know exactly how great we really are.


i.  The doctrine of Satan is that God’s truth doesn’t matter; what really counts is what we believe to be true.  The only truth that really counts is what we consider to be true.  Our truth is our reality and that’s all that matters in life.


j.  None of this kind of thinking comes from God.  God’s truth is the exact opposite of all this.


k.  The wisdom of God comes from the throne room of heaven, from the thinking of our Lord Jesus Christ.  The wisdom of Satan comes from the evil, corrupted, lying, hateful soul of the great antagonist of God.

2.  “but earthly, related to the natural world, demonic.”

a.  In contrast to the wisdom that comes from the source of heaven and God Himself, the wisdom of Satan is related to human viewpoint thinking, the natural realm of the cosmic system, and the attitude and mentality of all the fallen angels.

b.  The wisdom of Satan is based upon three things:


(1)  Human viewpoint.



(2)  The collective thinking of the world, which is part of Satan’s system for controlling the world.


(3)  The collective thinking of the angels that fell with him.


c.  Satan instructs people in how he wants them to think.  He uses human teachers assisted by demon influence to make this system work.

d.  Satan’s system of instruction is based upon the collective thinking and ideas of the fallen angels and human beings.

e.  Satan takes all the best ideas from demons and unbelievers as well as reversionistic believers and incorporates those ideas into his system of thinking for the world.


f.  This system of thinking is then taught by false teachers under the influence of fallen angels or demons.  These false teachers are rarely aware of the influence of fallen angels over them.


g.  Satan uses all the worldly and humanistic ideas that people come up with to aid him in his control of the world and establishment of his kingdom.


h.  Satan takes ideas like socialism, communism, the welfare state, the united nations, and other human/demon ideas to rule his world-system.


i.  Satan also uses mental attitude sins, selfish ambition, and the lust pattern of the sin nature to get people to conform to his will and his system.


j.  The major facets of all Satan’s doctrines are opposed to the will of God, the truth of God’s Word, and the plan of God for the human race.
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