James 3:14



is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But” and establishing a contrast with the previous statement of “wisdom’s humility.”  With this we have the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun ZĒLOS, meaning “jealousy, envy” and the adjective PIKROS, meaning “bitter, embittered, harsh.”  This is followed by the second person plural present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is going on right now.


The active voice indicates that the believer produces the action of having bitter jealousy and envy.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple fact.

Then we have the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun ERITHEIA, which has two possible meanings over which scholars disagree:


1.  “found before NT times only in Aristotle, where it denotes a self-seeking pursuit of political office by unfair means. Its meaning in our literature is a matter of conjecture.  strife, contentiousness; selfishness, selfish ambition  in all cases gives a sense that is just as probable.”



2 Cor 12:20, “That perhaps [there might be] strife, envy, angers, selfish ambitions, slanders, whispering-gossipers, conceits, insurrections.”


Gal 5:20, “idolatry, drug abuse, hostilities, argumentation, jealousy, outbursts of anger, inordinate ambitions, dissensions, factions,”



Rom 2:8, “But to those on the other hand who from selfish ambition indeed refuse to believe the truth but keep on obeying unrighteousness – Anger and Wrath!”



Phil 1:17, “the former category are proclaiming Christ from the motivation of selfish ambition, not from pure motives, since they expect to cause distress with respect to my imprisonment.”


Phil 2:3, “[Do] nothing on the basis of contentiousness from selfish ambition, nor on the basis of excessive ambition from self-delusion, but by means of humility consider each other as better than yourselves.”

2.  “a feeling of hostility or opposition—‘hostility, being against.’ ‘but they announce Christ out of a sense of hostility’ Phil 1:17. It is also possible to understand it as meaning ‘selfish ambition’ or ‘rivalry’.”


3.  “a feeling of resentfulness based upon jealousy and implying rivalry—‘selfish ambition, rivalry, resentfulness.’ ‘others are selfishly ambitious and reject what is right’ Rom 2:8.”


4.  “The word ERITHEIA denotes a negative kind of ambition that is motivated by a selfish spirit bent on immediate personal gain at any cost.  It is therefore quite appropriate that it is rendered “selfish ambition” in the James passages. The negative force of the term is further suggested by its presence in two separate lists of the “works of the flesh” (2 Cor 12:20; Gal 5:20).  Both in these lists and in the James passages, it stands alongside of “jealousy,” which suggests a similarity of meaning.  The sin of selfish ambition runs contrary to the very heart of the Christian ethic, an ethic based on sacrificial love and humble service of the brethren, as so vividly portrayed in the life of Our Lord.  To promote one’s own welfare at any cost is to become arrogant and divisive, and ultimately issues in every kind of evil practice (Jam 3:16).”
  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative feminine singular of place from the article and noun KARDIA, which means “in the heart” and refers to the right half of the soul, where spiritual phenomena is stored, circulated, and applied in the mentality of the soul.
“But if you keep on having bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart [and you do],”
- is the negative MĒ, meaning “not” with the second person plural present deponent middle/passive imperative from the verb KATAKAUCHAOMAI, which means “to boast against, exult over someone or something Rom 11:18a; used in an absolute sense it means to boast, brag Rom 11:18b; Jam 3:14.”


The present tense is a descriptive and static present for what should happen right now and continue throughout the rest of our life.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning, the believer with bitter jealousy and selfish ambition producing the action.


The imperative mood in the present tense with the negative MĒ is an imperative of prohibition, which is commanding us to stop an action already in progress.
This is followed by the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the second person plural present deponent middle/passive imperative from the verb PSEUDOMAI, which means “to lie.”


The present tense is a descriptive and static present for what should happen right now and continue throughout the rest of our life.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning, the believer with bitter jealousy and selfish ambition producing the action.


The imperative mood in the present tense with the negative MĒ is an imperative of prohibition, which is commanding us to stop an action already in progress.
Finally, we have the preposition KATA plus the genitive of opposition from the feminine singular article and noun ALĒTHEIA, which means “against the truth.”
“stop boasting and lying against the truth.”
James 3:14 corrected translation
“But if you keep on having bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart [and you do], stop boasting and lying against the truth.”
Explanation:
1.  “But if you keep on having bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, and you do,”

a.  James continues with a conditional sentence that sets up a contrast with the previous statement of “wisdom’s humility.”


(1)  There is a contrast between the genuine humility produced by doctrine in the soul and the bitter jealousy and selfish ambition of the sin nature.



(2)  James is establishing the fact for his congregation that they can either learn doctrine and develop genuine humility or allow the lust pattern of the sin nature to dominate their soul, producing constant jealousy and envy of others that produces selfish, inordinate ambition.

b.  “Envy is a grudging regard for the advantages seen to be enjoyed by others.  It is not synonymous with jealousy. Jealousy makes us fear to lose what we possess; envy creates sorrow that others have what we have not.”
  The Greek word for envy is PHTHONOS.  The word we have here is ZĒLOS.  They are not the same and do not mean the same thing.

c.  “Jealousy as a sin is a selfish demand for exclusive possession of something to which one has no exclusive right.  ZĒLOS refers to a sinful emotion that is linked with other sins such as ERIS (quarreling), THUMOS (hostility), and PHTHONOS (envy).”


d.  James adds the word “bitter” to make sure his readers don’t misinterpret this jealousy as the type of jealousy, which is not sinful (‘God is a jealous God.’).

e.  There were Jewish believers who had very bitter jealousy.



(1)  They were jealous of the Gentiles, to whom God’s message of salvation was having a tremendous impact worldwide.



(2)  They were jealous of the Roman Empire, because it was the new client nation representing God.



(3)  They were bitter about their persecution from their own countrymen, who rejected Christ and resented them for believing in Christ.


f.  The cause for their bitter jealousy is described by Paul in Rom 11:11 “I say then, they did not stumble so as to fall, did they?  Definitely not!  But because of their transgression [refusal to believe in Christ] the salvation [message] belongs to the Gentiles, in order that they [Jewish unbelievers] might be provoked to envy.”  When these Jewish believers were out of fellowship with God in a state of bitter jealousy, they had the same attitude toward the Gentiles as the unbeliever Jews.

g.  Their selfish ambition was to be grafted again into the root of Jesse; that is, our Lord Jesus Christ, as His chosen people. Rom 11:23, “In fact those [Israel] also, if they do not persist in their unbelief, they will be grafted in; for God is able to graft them in again.”

h.  Jewish believers, who were out of fellowship with God, wanted temporal and eternal blessings without having to learn and execute the will of God.  They wanted God to bless them because of their genetic and racial heritage.


i.  Being blessed based upon racial and genetic heritage can never happen in the Church Age because there is neither Jew nor Gentile.  There is no partiality with God.


j.  James’ scattered congregation had a problem of selfishness and inordinate ambition.



(1)  Selfishness is the problem of preoccupation with self.  Selfishness is not concerned with others, but only with self.  It is the function of arrogance in domination of the soul.


(2)  Inordinate ambition is not the normal ambition of wanting to do one’s best to honor the Lord, but the willingness to do whatever it takes to get what we want.


k  The problem with bitterness, jealousy, selfishness, and inordinate ambition is in the thinking of the soul.  The manifestations of these mental attitude sins are devastating to self and others.  Because the problem is in the soul, the solution must also be in the soul.  The beginning of that solution is a change of mental attitude about sin and the acknowledgment of that sin to God.  The continuation of that solution is in learning the word of God and believing it.

l.  As believers God expects us to have Bible doctrine circulating in our soul, not bitter jealousy or selfish ambition.


m.  God expects us to be ambitious to learn the word of God, execute the will of God, and live our spiritual life as unto the Lord.  This is divinely inspired ambition that any normal Christian should have and is never a sin.
2.  “stop boasting and lying against the truth.”


a.  Based upon the condition that these believers have the mental attitude sins of bitter jealousy and selfish ambition, James commands them to stop doing something they are already doing.

b.  They are boasting about:


(1)  the fact that they are still God’s chosen people,



(2)  the fact that they have believed in Christ,



(3)  the fact that they will be the recipients of the unconditional covenants.

c.  They have not learned the fact that:



(1)  they are not God’s chosen people, but part of the royal family of God,



(2)  they have not been saved by anything which they have done, but by grace,



(3)  they will not be the recipients of the unconditional covenants because they are a heavenly people as members of the royal family.


d.  So these believers kept boasting about things that no longer applied to them.

e.  By this boasting, they were in effect lying against the new Church Age doctrine that Paul and others were now teaching and revealing.


f.  God’s truth is that He expected genuine humility from them rather than bitterness, jealousy, selfishness, or inordinate ambition.
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