James 3:12



 is the negative MĒ, meaning “not” with the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb DUNAMAI, which means “to be able.”

The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists or is always true.


The deponent middle/passive indicative is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning—the fig tree producing the action of not being able to do something.

The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that expect or can be answered with factual information.

Then we have the vocative masculine plural noun ADELPHOS and the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “my brethren.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun SUKĒ, which means “a fig tree.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural noun ELAIA, which means “olives.”  This is followed by the aorist active infinitive from the verb POIEW, which means “to do; make, manufacture, or produce.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the fig tree produces the action of not being able to produce olives.

The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, in which certain verbs (such as DUNAMAI) require an infinitive to complete their meaning.
“My brethren, a fig tree is not able to produce olives”
- is the coordinating conjunction Ē, meaning “or” with the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun AMPELOS, which means “a vine, grapevine.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural noun SUKON, which means “figs.”
“or a grapevine figs, is it?  No, of course not.”
- is the coordinating negative conjunction OUTE, meaning “neither.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular adjective HALUKOS, which means “salty; of salty water, which in this passage is usually understood as salt spring: nor can a salt spring give sweet water.”
  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular adjective GLUKUS, which means “sweet” in the sense of “fresh water.”  Then we have the aorist active infinitive from the verb POIEW, which means “to do; make, manufacture, or produce.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that salt water produces the action of not being able to produce fresh water.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, in which certain verbs (such as DUNAMAI) require an infinitive to complete their meaning.
Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun HUDWR, which means “water.”
“Neither is salt water able to produce fresh water.”

James 3:12 corrected translation
“My brethren, a fig tree is not able to produce olives or a grapevine figs, is it? No, of course not.  Neither is salt water able to produce fresh water.”
Explanation:
1.  “My brethren, a fig tree is not able to produce olives or a grapevine figs, is it? No, of course not.”

a.  James again identifies himself with those to whom he writes as he asks another rhetorical question that expects a negative agreement.

b.  This analogy uses a fig tree to represent one kind of believer and a grapevine to represent another kind of believer.  The production of the fig tree is the production of its own particular form of divine good or spiritual production.  The same is true of the olive tree with its own particular form of production.  Each believer produces their own individual form of divine production.

c.  The olives cannot represent the production of sin, human good, or evil, since all believers, regardless of type, are capable of producing sin, human good, or evil.  The fruit of each tree or vine represents the proper production of that tree or vine.

d.  The olives represent one kind of production of divine good, just as the figs represent another kind of production of divine good.

e.  The fig tree represents one kind of believer and the grapevine represents another kind of believer.  Both are able to produce their own fruit or divine good, but each has a different spiritual gift.  The believer with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher cannot produce the fruit of the believer with the spiritual gift of giving and vice versa.


f.  It is impossible for a person to produce something they are incapable of producing or do something they are incapable of doing.  The unbeliever has no relationship with God and is in total depravity.  It is impossible for him or her to produce divine good.  They can produce no olives or figs.  The unbeliever is an oak, a pine, a maple, or an elm tree.  But they will never be an orange, an apple, a pear, or a peach tree.


g.  There are all different kinds of trees in the forest of mankind, but only certain trees will ever to do or say anything worthy of God.  The rest of mankind (those who never believe in Christ) will never do anything nor say a single thing worthy of God.


h.  Believers are fruit bearing trees for the Lord Jesus Christ.  We are not expected to be like the unbeliever who bears no fruit.  We are not expected to live our spiritual lives and never say anything in the realm of cursing other people.
2.  “Neither is salt water able to produce fresh water.”

a.  Likewise, the same principle applies to salt water producing fresh water.  Salt water is not able to become fresh water.

b.  The salt water is analogous to the cursing that comes forth from the mouth and is undrinkable by another person.

c.  The fresh water is analogous to the blessings that come forth from the mouth and are a source of refreshment to another person.


d.  We are expected to be a source of refreshing, cold, fresh water to other believers.


e.  This refreshment comes from what we say to others.


f.  Obviously when we curse, malign, criticize, and judge others, we are not a source of refreshment, but are the bitter and undrinkable salt water of reversionism, degeneracy, and carnality.


g.  When we are thankful, grateful, appreciative, considerate, and helpful to others, we are as wonderful to listen to as a glass of ice cold spring water on a hot day.


h.  The person in reversionism, degeneracy, and perpetual carnality (the salt water believer) is never able to produce the water of refreshment of others.  He has no capacity or ability to do so.

3.  Principles of Refreshment.

a.  Refreshment means to provide stimulation and blessing for the soul of an individual.


b.  It also means to supply what is necessary for spiritual blessing in time of adversity or disaster.


c.  The Greek verb ANAPSUCHW means to breath again and again, or to revive the soul.  Our life should be a source of blessing to others, true sentimental friendship.


d.  We have the basis through Bible doctrine to communicate warmth, friendship, stability, and encouragement.  We should be able to find refreshment from the friendship of others.  Our true friends will be those taking in doctrine.


e.  Refreshment is a relaxed mental attitude, forgiveness of others, and being a blessing by association.

f.  Prov 25:13, “Like the cold of snow in the time of harvest [a hot day] is a faithful messenger to those who send for him.  He refreshes the soul of his masters.”    The mature believer is a refreshment to those associated with him.

g.  Response to the word of God is called refreshment, Rom 15:32; 2 Cor 7:13.  The Corinthian’s response to doctrine refreshed Titus, so that Paul desired to enjoy the same refreshment with them.

h.  All mature believers have a ministry of refreshment as part of their blessing by association.


(1)  1 Cor 16:17‑18 lists three men who were loyal friends and a source of blessing and refreshment to Paul.



(2)  In Phile 7 and 20, Philemon had been a refreshment to other believers in the past, and now Paul asks Philemon to be a refreshment to him.



(3)  In 2 Tim 1:16 Onesiphorus refreshed Paul.  He was one of Paul’s greatest friends.
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