James 2:5



- is the second person plural aorist active imperative from the verb AKOUW, which means “to pay attention to by listening, listen to.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the action of listening into an entirety and regards it as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the believers to whom James writes are to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

With this we have the vocative masculine plural noun ADELPHOS, meaning “brothers, brethren” with the vocative masculine plural adjective AGAPĒTOS, meaning “beloved.”  In addition we have the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “my” and referring to James.
“Listen, my beloved brethren,”
- is the strong negative OUCH, meaning “not” with the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God” and referring to God the Father.  This is followed by the third person singular aorist middle indicative from the verb EKLEGW, which means “to pick out someone choose (for oneself) someone with an indication of that from which the selection is made: to choose men from among them and to send them Acts 15:22; to make a choice in accordance with significant preference, select someone for oneself.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the past, completed action of what God the Father did in the divine decree in eternity past.

The middle voice is an indirect middle in which the subject acts for himself in his own best interest.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that expect an answer.

Then we have the double accusative of personal and impersonal objects.  The personal object is the accusative masculine plural article and adjective PTWCHOS, which means “the poor, destitute, or powerless.”  The impersonal object is the accusative masculine plural adjective PLOUSIOS, meaning “wealthy, riches.”  With this we have the locative of place (“in”) from the masculine singular article, used as a demonstrative pronoun “this” and the noun KOSMOS, meaning “world.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of means from the feminine singular noun PISTIS, used in its passive sense of ‘what is believed,’ that is, ‘by means of doctrine.’  The possibilities here:

1.  God has chosen the poor rich in the sphere of faith.  The spiritually poor do not become spiritually rich in faith, because all that is required for salvation is a little more than no faith at all.


2.  God has chosen the poor rich with reference to faith.  The same reason that applies to number one applies here as well.


3.  God has chosen the poor rich by means of faith.  The spiritually poor do not become spiritually rich by means of faith, but by means of Bible doctrine circulating in the soul.

4.  God has chosen the poor rich in the sphere of doctrine.  Though this is doctrinally true, number six is a more accurate statement.

5.  God has chosen the poor rich with reference to doctrine.  The same rationale for number four is true for this statement.

6.  God has chosen the poor rich by means of doctrine.  Bible doctrine is the coin of the realm by which the believer becomes rich in God’s kingdom.  This also is further explained as the meaning by the following statement “heirs of the kingdom.”
Then we have the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine plural noun KLĒRONOMOS, meaning “heirs,” that is, someone who inherits something from someone else.   With this we have the genitive of reference from the feminine singular article and noun BASILEIA, meaning “of the kingdom” in the sense of “with reference to the kingdom.”
“has not God chosen for Himself the destitute in this world wealthy by means of doctrine and heirs of the kingdom,”
- is the appositional genitive from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring to the feminine singular noun “kingdom.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist deponent middle indicative from the verb EPAGGELLOMAI, which means “to promise.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the existing results of a past, completed action.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning, God the Father producing the action of promising the kingdom to those who believe in Christ, which is the demonstration of the creatures’ love for God.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative.
This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the articular present active participle from the verb AGAPAW, which means “to those who love.”


The article is used as a demonstrative/relative pronoun combination.


The present tense is an aoristic present which presents the action as a timeless fact.


The active voice indicates that those who believe in Christ produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun and meaning “Him” and referring to God the Father.
“which He has promised to those who love Him?”

James 2:5 corrected translation
“Listen, my beloved brethren, has not God chosen for Himself the destitute in this world wealthy by means of doctrine and heirs of the kingdom, which He has promised to those who love Him?”
Explanation:
1.  “Listen, my beloved brethren,”

a.  James now wants to make a serious point that he does not want his readers to miss or dismiss as unimportant.  Therefore, James gives his readers a command to hear what he has to say, to pay attention, and to listen carefully.

b.  Again James emphasizes the fact that this principle applies to him as well as them.  He loves them even though he has to command them.  He has authority over them, but that does not mean he does not care about them.  In fact, the fact that he does command them indicates that he does love and care about them.

c.  The command to “listen” means we have to stop “talking” in our soul.  We have to stop thinking about what we would like to say and instead concentrate on what is being said.

2.  “has not God chosen for Himself the destitute in this world wealthy by means of doctrine and heirs of the kingdom,”

a.  James asks another question that demands an answer.  The answer will be a positive answer: “Yes, God has done this.”

b.  The subject “God” refers to God the Father, because He is the one who elected us in eternity past.  This is taught in Rom 8:28-32, “In fact we know that to those who love God, He causes all things to work together for the purpose of good, to those who are the called ones according to the plan.  [We know] that whom He foreknew, He also foreordained [predestinated] conformed ones to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born among many brethren.  And whom He foreordained [predestinated], these He also called [elected].  And whom He called these He also justified.  And whom He justified, these He also glorified.  Therefore, what shall we say with reference to these things?  If God for us [and He is], who against us?  He who did not even spare His own Son, but as a substitute for all of us delivered Him over to judgment, how shall He not also in association with Him graciously give to us the all things?”

c.  God the Father made a plan in eternity past.  That plan was decreed by God the Father to include certain principles.  Several of those principles are stated here.



(1)  God has made a decision to choose certain creatures to receive eternal blessing from Him.  Mt 25:34, “Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.’”


(2)  God has made this decision in His own best interest and for His own purposes and glory.



(3)  The spiritually poor or destitute of mankind will be the beneficiaries of God’s blessing.


(4)  Every member of the human race is spiritually destitute or poor because of spiritual death.  Job 34:19, “Who shows no partiality to princes nor regards the rich above the poor, for they all are the work of His hands?”


(5)  God is willing and able to make every spiritually destitute member of the human race rich in spiritual blessings.



(6)  The wealth that God provides is spiritual wealth.  This spiritual wealth is related to the amount of Bible doctrine in the soul of any believer.



(7)  The spiritual wealth given to all believers positive to doctrine is described in Eph 1:3-14, “Worthy of praise and glorification is the God even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ Who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in heavenly places in Christ, since He Himself has elected us in Him [Christ] before the foundation of the world that we should be holy and blameless before Him by means of virtue love He has predestined us for the purpose of adoption to Himself through Jesus Christ according to the grace purpose of His will, resulting in the praise  of the glory of His grace, by which grace He has graced us out in the Beloved by whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, on the basis of the riches of His grace, from which riches of grace He has made us super-rich by means of all wisdom and application, when He revealed to us the mystery of His plan according to His gracious intention which He planned in Him with reference to the dispensation of the fullness of times, to gather under one head the entire royal family in Christ, those who are in heaven and those who are on earth in Him, in whom also we have received an allotment, having been predestined with reference to a predetermined plan from Him, who works all things in conformity with the purpose of His will,  in order that we, who first trusted in Christ, should be for the praise of His glory; in whom also, when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation, in whom also when you believed you were sealed by means of the Holy Spirit with reference to the promise, who is the guarantee of our inheritance for the release of your assets for the praise of His glory.”


(8)  There is an eternal kingdom of God and God has chosen the spiritually rich to be the heirs of His eternal kingdom.

d.  This same principle was taught by our Lord in:



(1)  Mt 5:3, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”



(2)  Lk 12:15-32, “Then He said to them, ‘Beware, and be on your guard against every form of greed; for not even when one has an abundance does his life consist of his possessions.’  And He told them a parable, saying, ‘The land of a rich man was very productive.  And he began reasoning to himself, saying, “What shall I do, since I have no place to store my crops?”  Then he said, “This is what I will do: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods.  And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years to come take your ease, eat, drink and be merry.’”  But God said to him, “You fool! This very night your soul is required of you; and now who will own what you have prepared?”  So is the man who stores up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.’  And He said to His disciples, ‘For this reason I say to you, do not worry about your life, as to what you will eat; nor for your body, as to what you will put on.  For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing.  Consider the ravens, for they neither sow nor reap; they have no storeroom nor barn, and yet God feeds them; how much more valuable you are than the birds!  And which of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life’s span?  If then you cannot do even a very little thing, why do you worry about other matters?  Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; but I tell you, not even Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like one of these.  But if God so clothes the grass in the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, how much more will He clothe you? You men of little faith!  And do not seek what you will eat and what you will drink, and do not keep worrying.  For all these things the nations of the world eagerly seek; but your Father knows that you need these things.  But seek His kingdom, and these things will be added to you.  Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has chosen gladly to give you the kingdom.’”

e.  Paul taught this same principle in 1 Cor 1:26-29, “For consider your calling, fellow-believers, that there are not many intellectuals according to human standards, not many powerful, not many noblemen.  But God [Father] has chosen the ‘stupid’ ones of the world in order that He might put to shame the intellectuals, and God [Father] has chosen the weak ones of the world in order that He might put to shame the powerful ones, and God has chosen the insignificant ones of the world and the rejected, the non-existent ones, in order that He might render powerless the existing ones, in order that nobody may boast in the presence of God.”

f.  The spiritually dead unbeliever becomes an heir of God by faith in Christ.  Then as a believer he becomes spiritually wealthy by the doctrine he accumulates in his soul.

g.  Bible doctrine in the soul is God’s down payment in time for the riches and eternal blessings of His eternal kingdom.

h.  God the Father has chosen to make the spiritually poor wealthy by means of doctrine.  That spiritual wealth in time will result in tremendous spiritual wealth and blessing in the eternal state.
3.  “which He has promised to those who love Him?”

a.  God the Father has made a promise to give eternal life to those who love Him.

b.  God the Father demonstrated His love toward us in that while we were yet sinners  [in the status of spiritual death] Christ died [spiritually] as a substitute for us, Rom 5:8.

c.  We reciprocate in our love for God the Father by believing in Jesus Christ.


d.  We love God the Father positionally by believing in Christ.


e.  We love God the Father experientially by learning the word of God and obeying His commands.


f.  We love God ultimately by living with Him forever in heaven in a resurrection body in a state of sinless perfection with doctrine in our soul.


g.  God the Father has promised to give eternal life and a resurrection body to anyone who believes in Christ.



(1)  Rom 1:2, “which [gospel] He Himself previously promised through His prophets in the Holy writings”



(2)  Tit 1:2, “concerning the confidence of eternal life, which the truthful God promised before time began,”


(3)  Heb 10:23, “Let us hold fast the confession of our confidence without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.”


(4)  Heb 10:36, “For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you may receive what was promised.”

h.  Those who love God the Father are those who have done two very important things in life.  They have believed in Christ.  They have learned the word of God and they obeyed the will of God.


i.  For those who have fulfilled these desires of God the Father, He has made an eternal promise that they will receive, “‘Things which the eye has not seen and the ear has not heard, in fact it has not entered into the right lobe of man,’ the things which God [the Father] has prepared for those who keep on loving Him,” 1 Cor 2:9.
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