James 2:22



- is the second person singular present active indicative from the verb BLEPW, which means “to see; observe; pay close attention to, notice; consider, note; perceive.”

The present tense is a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that the believers to whom James is writing should reasonably produce the action of understanding the principle that James is about to state.

The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of what these believers should now understand.

This is followed by the conjunction HOTI, which is used after verbs of perception to indicate the content of that perception, meaning “that.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun PISTIS, which means “faith” in its passive sense of “what is believed” or “doctrine.”  This is followed by the third person singular imperfect active indicative from the verb SUNERGEW, which means “to engage in cooperative endeavor, work together with, assist, or help Mk 16:20; 1 Cor 16:16; 2 Cor 6:1; Rom 8:28.”


The imperfect tense is an iterative imperfect, which emphasizes the repetition of a past action that kept on occurring in the past and continued over a period of time.


The active voice indicates that the doctrine in Abraham’s soul produced the action of working together with his actions.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the instrumental of association from the neuter plural article and noun ERGON with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “with his actions.”  “The dative substantive indicates the person or thing one associates with or accompanies.  Frequently, though not always, the dative word will be related to a compound verb involving SUN.  On the other hand, not every dative following a SUN- prefixed verb is a dative of association.  The difference between genitive of association and dative of association is simply this: the genitive is used with nouns (which begin with SUN-) while the dative is used with verbs (which are frequently prefixed with SUN-).”

“You perceive that doctrine kept on working together with his actions”
- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of impersonal means from the neuter plural article and noun ERGON, which means “by means of actions.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun PISTIS, which means “doctrine.”  Finally, we have the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb TELEIOW, which means “to complete an activity, to be completed, to bring to an end, to be brought to completion, to be finished, to be accomplished, to reach its goal, to receive its final fulfillment, to be fulfilled.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which gathers up the actions of Abraham into an entirety and regards them from the standpoint of their existing results.

The passive voice indicates that the doctrine in Abraham’s soul received the action of being completed.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.
“and by actions doctrine accomplished its goal;”
James 2:22 corrected translation
“You perceive that doctrine kept on working together with his actions and by actions doctrine accomplished its goal;”
Explanation:
1.  “You perceive that doctrine kept on working together with his actions”

a.  James continues by helping his readers recognize a simple doctrinal conclusion.

b.  James’ audience should be able to recognize and understand by his example from the life of Abraham that there were two important aspects of the spiritual life at work here.


(1)  Abraham had to learn and believe what God said.



(2)  Abraham had to act upon what he had learned and believed.


c.  These two aspects of the spiritual life are partners that work together to produce the result that God wants in our life.


d.  Abraham had to learn doctrine.  He had to listen to what God had to say to him.  Had he refused to listen to Jesus Christ there would have been no Isaac at age 100 and no offering of Isaac later when Isaac was a young man.


e.  Not only did Abraham have to listen to what God had to say, but he also had to believe what he was told.  He could not stagger or waiver in unbelief.  He could not believe the promises of God one day and reject them the next, then believe them again and vacillate back and forth.


f.  So Bible doctrine did its job in the soul of Abraham by giving him a complete and thorough understanding of what God promised and what God wanted Abraham to do.  Bible doctrine kept on working in his soul to produce the virtue and values that God wanted Abraham to have.


g.  Doctrine then motivated Abraham to act upon his beliefs.  God had established new information in his soul for Abraham to believe.  Abraham had to keep on acting upon that information by believing it and taking certain actions in his spiritual life based upon his new system of beliefs.


h.  Abraham had learned and believed that there was a resurrection, that he would be a part of that resurrection, that Jesus Christ would provide that resurrection, and that Isaac would also be a part of that resurrection.


i.  Abraham had learned that God wanted Abraham to sacrifice his son as a whole burnt offering to the Lord.

j.  Abraham believed that God would keep His promise that Abraham would be the father of many through his son Isaac.  Therefore, Isaac had to be brought back from the dead for this to be accomplished.  Abraham trusted the promises of God and acted upon those promises to obey the will of God.


k.  Doctrine and actions worked together to fulfill the will of God and execute the plan of God.


l.  The entire purpose of our spiritual life in the Church Age is to do exactly what Abraham did—to learn, believe, and have Bible doctrine in our soul motivate us to fulfill the will of God completely.

2.  “and by actions doctrine accomplished its goal;”

a.  The goal of Bible doctrine is to produce a new system of virtue and values in our thinking that has a positive effect upon our actions.  God wants us to take action in life, such as:


(1)  Having reciprocal love for God, which is the single most important act we will ever perform.



(2)  Loving one another unconditionally from our own doctrinal virtue, honor, and integrity.


(3)  Using the divine problem-solving devices to handle the difficulties, problems, stresses, heartaches, and testings in life.



(4)  Helping others in need without partiality, praying for others without partiality.



(5)  Using our spiritual gift for the benefit of those in the local church.


b.  God wants us to accomplish the goal of glorifying Him through the execution of the spiritual life He gave us at salvation.  We cannot do this without learning and believing doctrine and without acting upon what we have learned to be the known will of God.


c.  When we obey God and execute His will, then the goal of Bible doctrine is accomplished and the spiritual life is fulfilled.  This is the obvious point that James is making and which those to whom he writes (and us) should not miss.


d.  Doctrine does not advance a believer in the spiritual life by itself.  The person must act upon that doctrine by believing it, making it a new value in his soul, and then living his life based upon that new value.


e.  Doctrine without the appropriate obedience to the will of God in compatibility with that doctrine is dead, useless, worthless, and totally non-productive.  James keeps driving the point home again and again until his audience “gets the point.”
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