James 2:12



- is the adverb of manner HOUTWS, meaning “so, in this manner” with the second person plural present active imperative from the verb LALEW, which means “to speak: keep speaking.”

The present tense is a progressive and tendential present for what is expected to continue in one’s spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that the believer is expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and,” followed by the adverb of manner HOUTWS, meaning “so, in this manner.”  This is followed by the second person plural present active imperative from the verb POIEW, which means “to do: keep doing.”


The present tense is a progressive and tendential present for what is expected to continue in one’s spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that the believer is expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

“So keep speaking and so keep doing”
- is the comparative conjunction HWS, meaning “as, like,” followed by the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the masculine singular noun NOMOS and the genitive of the product from the feminine singular noun ELEUTHERIA, which means “through or by the law which produces freedom.”  “The genitive substantive is the product of the noun to which it stands related.  Frequently ‘God’ will be the head noun and the genitive an abstract term.  This category is similar to an objective genitive, but whereas with the objective genitive the head noun is to be converted into a verb, the head noun in this construction remains a noun.  For the word of supply the words which produces.”
  The preposition is translated “by the law which produces freedom.”  Then we have the second person nominative masculine plural present active participle from the verb MELLW, which means “to be about to be.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or results, but simply states the action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers produce the action of being about to be something.

The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the present passive infinitive from the verb KRINW, which means “to be judged.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or results.


The passive voice indicates that all Church Age believers receive the action.


The infinitive is a complementary infinitive, which is used to complete the meaning of the previous verb (here the verbal participle).
“as those who are about to be judged by the law which produces freedom.”
James 2:12 corrected translation
“So keep speaking and so keep doing as those who are about to be judged by the law which produces freedom.”
Explanation:
1.  “So keep speaking and so keep doing,”

a.  James continues by teaching his scattered congregation that there is a certain manner in which we are to live our spiritual lives.  He mentions two areas: what we say and what we do.

b.  What we say in life is very important, since we will be held accountable for every word.

c.  There is a certain manner in which we should speak in life, and it is not any special ‘holy’ language of  “God willing,” “bless you brother,” “Amen,” or other trite phrase that has no meaning to people and are only a false façade for the real spiritual life.


d.  God expects us to speak in a manner that is honoring to Him and respectful of others.  The divine standard is taught in many passages.



(1)  Prov 4:24, “Put away from you a deceitful mouth and put devious speech far from you.”



(2)  Prov 17:7, “Excellent speech is not fitting for a fool, much less are lying lips to a prince.”



(3)  Prov 19:1, “Better is a poor man who walks in his integrity than he who is perverse in speech and is a fool.”



(4)  Prov 22:11, “He who loves purity of heart and whose speech is gracious, the king is his friend.”



(5)  Eccl 5:6, “Do not let your speech cause you to sin and do not say in the presence of the messenger of God that it was a mistake. Why should God be angry on account of your voice and destroy the work of your hands?



(6)  Isa 3:8, “For Jerusalem has stumbled and Judah has fallen, because their speech and their actions are against the Lord, to rebel against His glorious presence.”



(7)  Col 3:8, “But now you yourselves also must put to death these things: anger, rage, malice, slander, abusive speech from your mouth.”



(8)  Col 4:6, “Your speech – always in the sphere of grace, having been seasoned with salt [doctrine], so that you know how you ought to answer each one.”



(9)  Eccl 5:2, “Do not be hasty in word or impulsive in thought to bring up a matter in the presence of God. For God is in heaven and you are on the earth; therefore let your words be few.”

e.  In the same respect there is a particular manner in which God expects us to do things in the spiritual life.  That manner is called ‘protocol.’  God expects us to do what is right, to do it with the right motivation, and to do it in the right way.


(1)  1 Kg 8:61, “Let your heart therefore be wholly devoted to the Lord our God, to walk in His statutes and to keep His commandments, as at this day.”



(2)  Prov 3:1, “My son, do not forget my teaching, but let your heart keep my commandments.”



(3)  Prov 4:4, “Then he taught me and said to me, ‘Let your heart hold fast my words; keep my commandments and live.’”



(4)  Mt 5:16, “Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven.”



(5)  1 Cor 10:31-33, “Therefore whether we eat or drink or do anything, do all things for the purpose of the glory of God.  Be inoffensive both to the Jews and to the Greeks and to the church of God, just as I also strive to please everyone in all respects, not seeking my own benefit, but the benefit of the many, in order that they may be saved.”


(6)  Gal 6:10, “So then, while we have time, let us do [divine] good with reference to all men, but especially with reference to the household of faith.”


(7)  Phil 2:14, “Keep on doing all things without complaints and arguments.”


(8)  Col 3:17, “And so whatever you do in word or in deed, do all things in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.”
2.  “as those who are about to be judged by the law which produces freedom.”

a.  Then James gives us the standard for what we are to say and do, which is also the reason why we say and do what God wants—we are about to be judged by the royal law.

b.  We are to speak to others based upon the royal law of unconditional love for all, because we are going to be judged by that law.

c.  We are to do unto others based upon the royal law of unconditional love for all, because we are going to be judged by that law.


d.  The law mentioned here is the same law we have had throughout this context.  It is the royal law of love for one another commanded by our Lord as the New Law for the Church.


e.  This law is a law that produces spiritual freedom.



(1)  The royal law of unconditional love for all frees us from slavery to the sin nature and from reaction to others.  When other people do something we do not like, we no longer have to react with mental, verbal, or overt sins.  We are now free to treat them with unconditional love.



(2)  This law gives us the freedom to continue to execute the will of God and live the spiritual life in harmony with God and man.



(3)  This law of love for all produces the spiritual freedom to keep on executing the will of God and our spiritual life.

f.  All members of the royal family of God will be judged at the evaluation throne of Christ immediately after the resurrection of the Church.  Since the resurrection of the Church is imminent (it could happen at any moment), God expects us to speak and act according to the standard of the royal law of unconditional law, so that when we are judged we will not be found wanting.


g.  We are to speak and act in a manner that indicates that we are about to be judged for what we say and do by the Lord Jesus Christ at any minute.  And the basis of that judgment will be the law of freedom; that is, the royal law of love.


h.  This same principle is taught by Paul in Gal 5:13-14, “For you were called into the sphere of freedom, brethren.  Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through virtue-love serve one another.  For the entire Law is fulfilled by means of one doctrine, by this: ‘You will love your fellow man as yourself.’”

i.  Peter also taught the same principle in 1 Pet 2:15-17, “For the will of God is as follows –to silence the ignorance of foolish men by being a good citizen, [Obey] as free men [spiritually], holding onto your [spiritual] freedom; that is, not as a cover for depravity [evil], but as God’s slaves.  Respect everyone; love the brotherhood; respect God; honor the king.”
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