James 1:6



is the mild adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But” with the third person singular present active imperative from the verb AITEW, which means “to ask.”

The present tense is a progressive and customary present for what God expects us to keep on doing.


The active voice indicates that believers are to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of association from the feminine singular noun PISTIS, used in its active sense, meaning “with faith” (the act of believing you will receive that for which you ask).  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular cardinal adjective MĒDEIS, meaning “not one thing” or “nothing.”  Then we have the appositional or explanatory nominative masculine singular present middle participle from the verb DIAKRINW, which means “to be uncertain, be at odds with oneself, doubt, waver Mt 21:21; Mk 11:23; Rom 4:20; 14:23; Jude 22; Jam 2:4; without any doubting Jam 1:6.”


The present tense is a durative present or retroactive progressive present, which gathers into a single whole the action expected from the time you begin to ask God for wisdom until you stop asking Him for wisdom at your death.

The middle voice is a dynamic middle, which lays stress on the believer as the subject being personally responsible for producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.
“But keep on asking with faith, doubting nothing;”
- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for” and explaining why we need to not doubt.  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular articular present middle participle from the verb DIAKRINW, meaning “the one who doubts” or “he who doubts.”

The definite article is used as a relative pronoun.


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on with certain believers.


The middle voice is a dynamic middle, which lays stress on the believer as the subject being personally responsible for producing the action of doubting God’s love.


The participle is circumstantial.
Then we have the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb EOIKA, which means “to be like, resemble, someone or something Jam 1:6, 23.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the present state of the believer who has produced the past action of doubting God.

The active voice indicates that the believer who doubts God produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the dative of direct object from the masculine singular noun KLUDWN, which means “a succession of waves, rough water Lk 8:24; surf Jam 1:6.”
  With this we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular noun THALASSA, which means “of the sea.”
“for he who doubts is like rough surf of the sea,”
- is the appositional dative masculine singular present passive participle from the verb ANEMIZW, which means “to be moved by the wind; surf moved and tossed by the wind Jam 1:6.”


The present tense is a progressive present to describe an action that continues to take place.


The passive voice indicates that the believer (represented by the rough surf) receives the action of being moved and tossed about at random by other forces acting upon him.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the dative masculine singular present passive participle from the verb HRIPIZW, which means “blow here and there, toss, of the wind that sets a wave in motion on the water.”


The present tense is a progressive present to describe an action that continues to take place.


The passive voice indicates that the believer (represented by the rough surf) receives the action of being moved and tossed about at random by other forces acting upon him.


The participle is circumstantial.
“constantly being moved by the wind and constantly being tossed about.”

James 1:6 corrected translation
“But keep on asking with faith, doubting nothing; for he who doubts is like rough surf of the sea, constantly being moved by the wind and constantly being tossed about.”
Explanation:
1.  “But keep on asking with faith, doubting nothing;”

a.  The believer is to keep on asking for wisdom throughout his spiritual life.  There will never be a day when we will not need the wisdom of God, and there should never be a day when we should not ask for it.

b.  Why must we keep on asking?  Because we take in the Word or wisdom of God on a daily basis.  Every time we begin a Bible lesson, or Bible study, or Bible class, part of our prayer should be asking God the Father for the doctrinal understanding and wisdom that only He can provide.

c.  There is one condition that goes with this asking and that is the trust, confidence, and belief that God the Father will give us that for which we ask.

d.  Faith here is not the faith of salvation, but the faith of the faith-rest drill.  It is the faith/belief that God will do what He promises.


e.  Therefore, our faith in prayer becomes a major issue in the testimony against Satan in his appeal trial.


f.  When we maintain our faith and trust in God and His promises, then this glorifies God and demands that God honor His promises to us.


g.  God’s honoring of His promises to His creatures and keeping His word is a major issue with Satan in his appeal trial.  Satan is desperately attempting to prove that God does not keep His promises.


h.  Therefore, our continual faith is a demonstration to Satan that God’s creatures can and do trust in Him, something which Satan would not do.


i.  When we ask God for spiritual things that He wants for us, such as wisdom, courage, love, patience, etc., God expects us to have complete confidence that He will provide these things.  We don’t have the luxury or option of doubting Him.  Doubting God is like the believer saying to God, “Father, give me X, but I know You won’t.”  That believer might as well not ask anything of God in the first place.


j.  Doubting is blasphemy against the love of God.  Doubting is the negative believer suggesting that the love of God will never do what God promises He will do.  Doubting is the negative believer agreeing with and testifying on behalf of Satan.


k.  This principle was illustrated by several incidents in the life of our Lord.



(1)  Mt 14:28-31, “Peter said to Him, ‘Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the water.’  And He said, ‘Come!’ And Peter got out of the boat, and walked on the water and came toward Jesus.  But seeing the wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’ Immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and took hold of him, and said to him, ‘You of little faith, why did you doubt?’”



(2)  Mt 21:21, “And Jesus answered and said to them, ‘Truly I say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what was done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, 'Be taken up and cast into the sea,' it will happen.’”



(3)  Mk 11:23, “Truly I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, 'Be taken up and cast into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says is going to happen, it will be granted him.”

2.  “for he who doubts is like rough surf of the sea,”


a.  Then James explains with an illustration what the believer with negative volition is like.  The believer who doubts the integrity and love of God is like a storm at sea with waves going in different directions and crashing against each other.  This is analogous to being in a state of confusion and disarray in one’s life.


b.  The believer who doubts God is completely confused in life.  He has nothing upon which to anchor his soul.  He is unstable and without a foundation.  The waves coming from different directions and beating against him are the problems, testing, trials, and difficulties of life.  He cannot handle or cope with them.


c.  Since he doubts God, he is depending upon himself.  Dependence upon self gives him no ability to be stabilized in the storms of life.  The outside pressures of rough surf beat him one way and then another.


d.  There is only one thing that gives stability in life: trust in God.  There is only one thing that gives us the foundation to handle the storms of life: confidence in God.  There is only one thing that provides a firm foundation for effectively dealing with the outside pressures of life: faith in God.


e.  Paul mentioned this same principle in Eph 4:14, “in order that we no longer be childish, destabilized in heavy seas [adversities, problems] and driven out of control by every wind of false teaching, by the trickery [cheating with the loaded dice] of cosmic evangelists, by misrepresentation [cunning, deception, guile, craftiness] of cosmic evangelists for the purpose of deceitful scheming.”

3.  “constantly being moved by the wind and constantly being tossed about.”


a.  Then James adds two additional descriptive thoughts related to the rough surf of the sea.  This negative believer, without faith in God’s love and provision, is constantly being moved here and there by the wind.  Whichever way the wind blows, the negative believer moves with it in that direction.


b.  The wind here is analogous to false doctrine.  The negative believer follows whatever wind of false doctrine is blowing and goes along with it.  He is carried away by the false doctrine, because he has no true doctrinal wisdom from God in his soul.


c.  Therefore, the negative believer is tossed about in life, constantly jumping from one thing to another, from one fad to another, from one craze to another, from one desire of the lust pattern to another.  The believer who doubts God is constantly moved around and tossed about by every wind of false doctrine and difficulty that comes his way.  He is unstable in his thinking and will change his mind at any given moment to match his needs.


d.  Being moved and tossed about leaves him frustrated, dazed, and confused in life.  Nothing works right for him.  He is always in trouble, always doing the wrong thing, and always getting the short end of the stick.  He is unhappy, disillusioned, and disappointed with his life.  It is all a result of having no faith in God’s love, God’s plan, and God’s provision for his life.


e.  This is truly a description of a loser believer.  He has not lost his salvation.  He is still a believer.  But by doubting God and having no faith in God’s love for him, he loses out on having divine wisdom and reaps the life of misery he has sown.
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