James 1:5



is the mild adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But, However, Nevertheless.”  With this we have the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “any or anyone” and introducing a general category.  With this we have the genitive of identity from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “of you.”  This is followed by the third person singular present middle indicative from the verb LEIPW, which means “to be/do without, lack, be in need or want (of) with genitive deficient in wisdom Jam 1:5; be in need of daily food 2:15; to be deficient in something.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.

The middle voice is a dynamic middle, which emphasizes the volition of these Jewish-Christians as being intimately involved in producing their own situation of being deficient, in need of, or destitute of Bible doctrine in the soul.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of the situation of these believers.

Then we have the genitive direct object from the feminine singular noun SOPHIA, which means “wisdom” and refers to Bible doctrine in the soul.

“But if any of you is in need of wisdom and you are,”
- is the third person singular present active imperative from the verb AITEW, which means “to ask.”

The present tense is a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.  This is also a progressive present for an action that should continue in the spiritual life.

The active voice indicates that the believer in need of wisdom produces the action.

The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the preposition PARA plus the ablative of source from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “from God.”  With this we have the appositional genitive from the masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to give.”

The definite article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “who” and referring to God the Father.


The present tense is a durative and progressive present for what has begun in the past and will continue to happen throughout human history.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produces the action of giving to all believers who ask Him for wisdom.


The participle is circumstantial.

This is followed by the dative of indirect object and advantage from the masculine plural adjective PAS, meaning “to all” and referring to everyone who asks Him for wisdom.  Then we have the adverb of degree HAPLWS, which “pertains to being straightforward: simply, above board, sincerely, openly of guileless response to something that arrests one’s attention; without reservation Jam 1:5; wholeheartedly, without giving second thoughts.”
 

“keep on asking from God, who keeps on giving to all without reservation”
is the epexegetical use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “that is” with the negative MĒ, meaning “not” and the appositional genitive masculine singular present active participle from the verb ONEIDIZW, which means “to find fault in a way that demeans the other, reproach, revile, mock, heap insults upon as a way of shaming.”


The present tense is a durative and progressive present for what has begun in the past and will continue to happen throughout human history.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produces the action of giving to all believers who ask Him for wisdom without reproaching, reviling, mocking, or insulting them for asking.


The participle is a modal participle, which indicates the manner in which the action of the main verb does not take place (with the negative MĒ).

“that is, without reproaching [reviling, mocking, insulting or shaming],”

 - is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the third person singular future passive indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “it shall be given.”

The future tense is a gnomic future, which states what will always occur under these conditions (asking for wisdom from God).


The passive voice indicates that the believer who asks God for wisdom will always receive his request.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic promise of doctrine.

Finally, we have the dative of indirect object and advantage from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, which is used as a personal pronoun, and means “to him,” referring to the believer who asks God for wisdom.

“and it shall be given to him.”

James 1:5 corrected translation
“But if any of you is in need of wisdom and you are, keep on asking from God, who keeps on giving to all without reservation; that is, without reproaching [reviling, mocking, insulting or shaming], and it shall be given to him.”
Explanation:
1.  “But if any of you is in need of wisdom and you are,”

a.  In contrast to being in need of nothing in the spiritual realm, there are some believers who are in need of something—wisdom.


b.  James is writing to believers who have been saved for about fifteen years and are still in need of wisdom.


c.  This is a first class condition, which indicates that it is a condition of reality that these believers are in need of wisdom.


d.  The wisdom of which they are in need is the mystery doctrines of the Church Age, which were being taught by Paul, whom they rejected.


e.  James is trying to tell them that they haven’t grown up spiritually.  They are still spiritual babies because they don’t have the necessary doctrine in their soul to advance spiritually.


f.  This same concept was repeated twenty years later when the book of Hebrews was written.  Heb 5:12-6:2, “For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food.  For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is an infant.  But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.  Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, of instruction about washings and laying on of hands, and the resurrection of the dead and eternal judgment.”


g.  There was a segment of Jewish-Christians who had a hard time giving up the ritual observances of the Mosaic Law.  They were substituting keeping the Law for doctrinal understanding as the most important aspect of the spiritual life.  They could not let go of their religion.


h.  Paul and James both recognized this and tried everything they could to help these believers.  Paul took a hard nose, in-your-face approach with them.  James took a very conciliatory and compromising approach with them.  Neither made any difference.


i.  If any Christians were ever in need of wisdom, it was the Jewish-Christians to whom James was writing.  Their problem is described in Heb 6:4-6, “For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since they again crucify to themselves the Son of God and put Him to open shame.”

2.  “keep on asking from God, who keeps on giving to all without reservation”

a.  Here James tells them that if they really want to understand the advanced Bible doctrines of the new dispensation, then all they have to do is ask God and He will give them everything they want.


b.  Many of these believers never asked.  They didn’t want the wisdom of Church Age doctrine that James and Paul had to offer.


c.  The second phrase in this clause is very interesting because it indicates that God has given tremendous wisdom to the Gentile believers, who are positive to the mystery doctrine of the Church Age, but has yet to give that same wisdom to these Jewish believers.  The reason is their continuing negative volition to the teaching of the word of God regarding the fact that the Mosaic Law is no longer necessary.

d.  The legalistic Christians did not want to let go of the Mosaic Law, even though the requirements of the Law had been abolished for the Church Age.


e.  James gives them the promise that God will give them all the wisdom they could possibly want and will do so openly, without reservation, without holding back anything, if only they will ask.

f.  Notice the persistence in prayer that God requires.  Why can’t we just ask once and get what we ask for?  We can, but God wants us to continue to ask for the following reasons.


(1)  It keeps us involved in prayer, which continually reminds us that we are totally dependent upon the Lord.



(2)  Our persistence in prayer keeps on testifying against Satan in his appeal trial.  Every time we go to God and ask for help, it testifies to Satan that a creature created by the Lord is willing to be completely dependent upon Him and trust in Him.



(3)  Our persistence in prayer glorifies God even more when He answers our many requests.



(4)  Persistence in asking for wisdom is a daily reminder that we need God’s wisdom on a daily basis.  It is not just a one shot decision.


g.  James can speak from personal experience; for at one time he was totally without wisdom as well and had to keep on asking God the Father to provide the wisdom he needed as a leader/teacher of the Jerusalem church.

h.  God gives to everyone who asks of Him.



(1)  Mt 7:8-9, “For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.  Or what man is there among you who, when his son asks for a loaf, will give him a stone?”



(2)  Lk 11:10, “For everyone who asks, receives; and he who seeks, finds; and to him who knocks, it will be opened.”


i.  We are all in need of the wisdom of Bible doctrine.  Therefore, there is not a believer who should not persistently ask for understanding.

3.  “that is, without reproaching (reviling, mocking, insulting or shaming),”

a.  James continues with a short explanation of what God does not do when we ask Him for the good things He has prepared for us.  God does not reproach us for asking for the things He has provided for us.  God does not ridicule, slander, malign, insult, or criticize us for asking for the right things from Him.


b.  God does not cause us to be ashamed for having to ask for anything good from Him.   God cannot and will not reproach or criticize us for asking for those things He wants us to have and has prepared for us in eternity past.


c.  God gives to us all the wonderful things He has prepared for us in eternity past without reproaching us for asking, without mocking us for asking, without criticizing us for asking.  Therefore, we have no excuse for not asking.

4.  “and it shall be given to him.”

a.  This is one of the greatest promises from the love and integrity of God.  If we ask for understanding and the ability to apply Bible doctrine, God the Father will give this to us without reservation.  And, there is no partiality with God.

b.  More than anything else in the world after salvation, God the Father wants us to understand His plan, will, and purpose for our life.  Therefore, He will do anything we ask to promote our intake, understanding, acceptance, and execution of His Word.


c.  Just as God is not willing that any should perish, so also He is not willing that any believer be without wisdom.


d.  Solomon understood this principle, 1 Kg 3:9-12, “‘So give Your servant an understanding heart to judge Your people to discern between good and evil.  For who is able to judge this great people of Yours?’  It was pleasing in the sight of the Lord that Solomon had asked this thing.  God said to him, ‘Because you have asked this thing and have not asked for yourself long life, nor have asked riches for yourself, nor have you asked for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself discernment to understand justice, behold, I have done according to your words.  Behold, I have given you a wise and discerning heart, so that there has been no one like you before you, nor shall one like you arise after you.’”

e.  James learned and remembered the principle taught by our Lord in the Sermon on the Mount, Mt 7:7, “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.”


f.  If you need doctrinal understanding, ask God the Father and it will be given to you.  God will not give you a stone when you ask for the Bread of Life, Mt 7:9.

g.  The means by which God the Father provides this doctrinal understanding is the grace system for spiritual growth, which includes:



(1)  The teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit.



(2)  A perfect textbook in the completed canon of Scripture.



(3)  A pastor-teacher for every believer.



(4)  The privacy of one’s royal priesthood.


(5)  The classroom for learning, called the local church.



(6)  The grace apparatus for perception, understanding and recall of the word of God, which includes a human spirit, so that we can translate divine concepts into human concepts for human understanding through the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit teaches our human spirit, so spiritual information can be understood by the human soul, believed by the soul, and then stored in the soul for application to life.
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