James 1:3



- is the second person masculine plural present active participle from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to know: knowing.”

The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that continues to exist once the believer has learned the principle taught here.  This is also a customary present for what God reasonably expects of the believer.


The active voice indicates that every believer is expected to produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial, introducing an additional circumstance surrounding the action of the main verb.

Then we have the conjunction HOTI, which is used after verbs of mental activity to indicate the content of that activity.  It is translated “that.”

“knowing that”
- is the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun DOKIMION, which means “testing” and is also used in 1 Pet 1:7.  Then we have the possessive genitive of the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your” with the objective genitive from the feminine singular article and noun PISTIS, used in its passive sense, meaning “what is believed” or “faith as a body of belief; that is, Bible doctrine.”
“the testing of your doctrine”
- is the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb KATERGAZOMAI, which means “to achieve, accomplish; produce, bring about, create.”

The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that always occurs when this action is performed.  This is also a gnomic present for a universal truth that always happens anywhere and at anytime when God’s Word is tested and applied correctly.


The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form but active in meaning, the testing of the Bible doctrine in our soul always produces the action described here.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Finally, we have the accusative feminine singular direct object from the noun HUPOMONĒ, which means “patience, endurance, fortitude, steadfastness, perseverance.”
 

“produces patience [endurance, perseverance].”

James 1:3 corrected translation
“knowing that the testing of your doctrine produces patience [endurance, perseverance].”
Explanation:
1.  “knowing that”

a.  The entire sentence says: “Consider [it] the greatest happiness, my brethren, whenever you become involved in various kinds of trials, knowing that the testing of your doctrine produces patience [endurance, perseverance].”

b.  We cannot consider anything in life a source of happiness unless we first know what is going on in life.  This means we have to know what is going on in the spiritual life.


c.  Knowing what is going on in the spiritual life requires positive volition to doctrine; that is, a persistent desire to learn and apply or use the principles and concepts of the word of God.


d.  When we know what God wants and how we relate to life and the problems of life, then and only then do we begin to consider all situations in life a chance for greater happiness in life.
2.  “the testing of your doctrine”

a.  In order to have the greatest happiness from God, we have to come to the absolute knowledge that our positive volition to doctrine will be tested.

b.  We have to have doctrine in our soul to have it tested.  God cannot and does not test what is not there.

c.  If we learn doctrine, then God is going to test it or permit Satan to test it.


d.  The fact that our trust and confidence in God is tested indicates that there must be a reason for that testing.  Testing is designed to prove something.  God has something to prove to Satan.  God’s objective is to prove to Satan that some of the creatures that God creates will trust and love Him, while others will not.

e.  Sometimes God Himself administers the tests to prove these points.  At other times God permits Satan and his demons to administer these tests.  Regardless of who administers the tests, the fact remains that we are tested to prove our trust and confidence in God’s love and plan for us.


f.  The fact that God tests us is mentioned numerous times in Scripture.
Ex 16:4, “Then the Lord said to Moses, "Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you; and the people shall go out and gather a day's portion every day, that I may test them, whether or not they will walk in My instruction.”

Ex 20:20, “Moses said to the people, ‘Do not be afraid; for God has come in order to test you, and in order that the fear of Him may remain with you, so that you may not sin.’”

Dt 8:2, “You shall remember all the way which the Lord your God has led you in the wilderness these forty years, that He might humble you, testing you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His commandments or not.”

Dt 13:3, “you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams; for the Lord your God is testing you to find out if you love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul.”

Judg 3:4, “They were for testing Israel, to find out if they would obey the commandments of the Lord, which He had commanded their fathers through Moses.”

2 Chr 32:31, “Even in the matter of the envoys of the rulers of Babylon, who sent to him to inquire of the wonder that had happened in the land, God left him alone only to test him, that He might know all that was in his heart.”

Ps 11:4, “The Lord is in His holy temple; the Lord's throne is in heaven; His eyes behold, His eyelids test the sons of men.”

Ps 11:5, “The Lord tests the righteous and the wicked, and the one who loves violence His soul hates.”

Ps 26:2, “Examine me, O Lord, and try me; test my mind and my heart.”

Prov 17:3, “The refining pot is for silver and the furnace for gold, but the Lord tests hearts.”

Jer 17:10, “I, the Lord, search the heart, I test the mind, even to give to each man according to his ways, according to the results of his deeds.”

Jer 20:12, “Yet, O Lord of hosts, You who test the righteous, who see the mind and the heart; let me see Your vengeance on them; for to You I have set forth my cause.”

Zech 13:9, “And I will bring the third part through the fire, refine them as silver is refined, and test them as gold is tested. They will call on My name, and I will answer them; I will say, 'They are My people,' and they will say, 'The Lord is my God.'”

1 Pet 4:12-13, “Beloved, do not be surprised because of the trial by fire among you for the purpose of testing which is happening for your benefit, as if an unusual thing was happening to you, but as you keep on sharing in the sufferings of Christ, rejoice, in order that you might also rejoice exulting at the revelation of His glory.”
3.  “produces patience [endurance, perseverance].”


a.  The testing of our doctrine produces patience, endurance, and perseverance.

b.  God has many reasons and purposes for testing us.


(1)  God wants to increase our capacity for life, happiness, and occupation with Christ.  He does this through testing the doctrine in our soul.



(2)  God wants to demonstrate to Satan and the fallen angels that they had no reason for rejecting His love.



(3)  God also wants to produce in us the virtues of patience and endurance or perseverance.


c.  Patience and endurance or perseverance are two sides of the same coin.  Having to endure testing through the application of doctrine teaches us to relax under pressure and let God handle the problem.


d.  We don’t get immediate gratification.  We often have to wait for God’s solution much longer than we would like.


e.  Testing teaches us that Bible doctrine continues to work no matter how long it takes.  Testing makes us maintain confidence in God’s plan no matter how long it takes.


f.  This waiting for God’s timing is a definite issue in the angelic conflict.  God is proving to Satan and the fallen angels that God, in His love and grace, will do what He promised, no matter how long it takes.  This waiting is designed for our benefit, for it produces our endurance and perseverance in taking in doctrine and continuing to confidently apply that doctrine.


g.  Impatience is an evil attitude of disbelief and lack of confidence in God.

h.  God tests our attitude toward His plan, His promises, and His will to see if we will maintain our confidence, trust, and respect for Him or become impatient and start to live on our own agenda and by our own timing.

� Arndt, W., Danker, F. W., & Bauer, W. (2000). A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and other early Christian literature. (3rd ed.) (Page 1039). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.





PAGE  
3

