James 1:22



- is the emphatic use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “Indeed, Really, In fact.”  With this we have the second person plural present deponent middle imperative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become.”

The present tense is a tendential present to indicate a proposed action that is not yet taking place.  The word “begin” can be used in the translation to convey this idea.  This is also a customary present for what is reasonably expected of every believer.

The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning, the believer is expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun POIĒTĒS, which means “(1) one who does something by producing something: maker, then specifically a poet Acts 17:28; (2) one who does what is prescribed, a doer with the objective genitive Rom 2:13; Jam 4:11; 1:22f, 25.”
  With this we have the objective genitive from the masculine singular noun LOGOS, meaning “of the Word” and referring to the word of God or the teaching of Bible doctrine.
“In fact start becoming doers of the Word”
- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the negative MĒ, meaning “not” and the adverb of degree MONOS, meaning “only.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine plural noun AKROATĒS, which means “a hearer Jam 1:22, 23, 25; Rom 2:13.”
 

“and not hearers only,”
- is the second person appositional nominative masculine plural present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb PARALOGIZOMAI, which means “to deceive, delude” as in Col 2:4.

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on, but also a retroactive progressive present for what has begun in the past and continues in the present.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning, the loser believer with negative volition producing the action.  Some grammarians consider this a “redundant middle, which is the use of the middle voice in a reflexive manner with a reflexive pronoun.  In terms of overall force, this use of the voice could be regarded as a subcategory of the direct middle; however, whereas the direct middle is inherently reflexive, the redundant middle requires an explicit pronoun to convey the reflexive notion.”
 

The participle is circumstantial.

Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the third person masculine plural reflexive pronoun HEAUTOU, which means “themselves.”
“deceiving themselves.”
James 1:22 corrected translation
“In fact, start becoming doers of the Word and not hearers only, deceiving themselves.”
Explanation:
1.  “In fact, start becoming doers of the Word”

a.  James now makes an emphatic point to the Jewish-Christian believers that were once a part of his congregation.  They are to start becoming doers of the Word of the God.  The implication here is that the believers of the Jerusalem church in the first generation of the Church Age were definitely not doers of the Word, but hearers only.

b.  James demands that these believers begin doing something that they should have done long ago, but have never really done.


c.  What is a doer of the Word?


(1)  A doer of the Word is first positive to the teaching of the word of God.  He wants to know what God thinks and says.  He is interested in learning doctrine.  He is not apathetic or antagonistic toward what God’s Word says or the communicator of God’s Word.



(2)  A doer of the Word accepts what is taught as true.  The hearer of the Word does not accept what is taught as true.  He only listens, but never believes that what is said applies to him.



(3)  A doer of the Word accepts the doctrine he hears.  This means that he believes it to be true, so that it is transferred from the left side of the soul (the NOUS = mind) to the right side of the soul (the KARDIA = heart).  This transfer of doctrine from academic understanding or receptive comprehension to spiritual understanding is the metabolization of doctrine as a function of the grace apparatus for perception of God’s Word, which is given to us by God the Holy Spirit at salvation.



(4)  A doer of the Word takes the Bible doctrine he or she has accepted, believed, and metabolized, and then makes it a part of the divine norms and standards in his or her soul.  This believer develops a new system of thinking, a new viewpoint in life, an entirely different set of values based upon what God wants rather than what he wants.



(5)  A doer of the Word then applies the doctrine in his soul to the various situations of life.  There are three primary places of application.




(a)  In the mind.  Doctrine changes what we think, how we think, and when we think.  Our mental attitude in life changes in how we regard various things and situations in life.



(b)  In what we say.  Doctrine changes what we say, how we talk, what we talk about, when we speak, and where we speak.  We learn to not speak without first thinking, especially without thinking the divine viewpoint of God’s Word.




(c)  In what we do or don’t do.  Doctrine in our soul affects our actions.  We don’t stand by and watch other Christians suffer persecution without coming to their aid.  We don’t get involved in trying to whitewash Satan’s kingdom.  We take action at the right time for all the right reasons as a function of the execution of God’s plan, but not as the means of making Satan’s cosmic system a better place in which to live.



(6)  A doer of the Word learns and lives the word of God.  He lives his spiritual life now in the light of eternity.



(7)  A doer of the Word executes the will of God as a part of God’s will, plan, and purpose for his life rather than executing his own personal desires, lusts, plans, and wishes in life.



(8)  A doer of the Word handles adversity in life through the use of the spiritual problem-solving devices of the plan of God rather than depending upon his own plans, schemes, personality dynamics, or any other human system for coping with adversity.



(9)  A doer of the Word:




(a)  is filled with the Spirit, Eph 5:18,




(b)  walks by means of the Spirit, Gal 5:16,




(c)  does not grieve the Spirit, Eph 4:30,




(d)  does not squelch the Spirit, 1 Thes 5:19, 




(e)  purifies himself from all defilement of flesh and spirit, 2 Cor 7:1,




(f)  walks in the light, Jn 11:9-10,




(g)  keeps in step [be in line, agree] with the Spirit, Gal 5:25,



(h)  puts on the new man, Col 3:10,




(i)   lays aside the works of darkness and puts on the armor of light, Rom 13:12,



(j)  walks in an appropriate manner as in the daytime (the spiritual life), Rom 13:13,



(k)  puts on the Lord Jesus Christ, Rom 13:14,




(l)  does not become tired of doing good, Gal 6:9,




(m) does good with reference to all men, Gal 6:10,




(n)  does not sleep as the rest, 1 Thes 5:6,




(o)  is self-controlled, 1 Thes 5:8,




(p)  keeps advancing in ranks, Phil 3:16,



(q)  has harmony in relation to God through our Lord Jesus Christ, Rom 5:1,




(r)  has pride based on absolute confidence in the glory of God, Rom 5:2,




(s)  takes pride in adversities, knowing that such suffering brings about perseverance. And perseverance [in suffering brings about] approved integrity, and approved integrity [brings about] absolute confidence.  And absolute confidence [in God] never causes shame and disappointment, because the love for God has been poured out in his right lobe through the Holy Spirit, Rom 5:3-5,




(t)  is thankful to God, Rom 6:17,




(u) grows in grace and the knowledge of the Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 2 Pet 3:18.
2.  “and not hearers only,”

a.  The hearer only of the word of God is a loser believer.

b.  He goes to Bible class and listens to what is taught, but does one of the following things:


(1)  Rejects what is taught as not applicable to him.



(2)  Sees that what is taught is applicable to him, but rejects it anyway through the use of the various defense mechanisms of the sin nature.



(3)  Doesn’t care about what was taught, or whether  it applies to him, and even if it does apply to him, he doesn’t care about the consequences of rejecting what is taught.



(4)  Finds some reason to attack and criticize the pastor as an excuse for rejecting what is taught.


c.  The hearer only is either apathetic or antagonistic to the word of God.  He may listen but it does him no good.  There is no spiritual benefit or profit in it for him.  He is aptly and appropriately described in Scripture:



(1)  Dt 29:4, “Yet to this day the Lord has not given you a heart to know, nor eyes to see, nor ears to hear.”



(2)  Jer 6:10, “To whom shall I speak and give warning that they may hear? Behold, their ears are closed and they cannot listen.  Behold, the word of the Lord has become a reproach to them; they have no delight in it.”



(3)  Ezek 12:2, “Son of man, you live in the midst of the rebellious house, who have eyes to see but do not see, ears to hear but do not hear; for they are a rebellious house.”



(4)  Mt 11:15, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”



(5)  Rom 11:8, “Just as it stands written, ‘God [Jesus Christ] has given to them [unbeliever Jews] a state of mind of bewilderment, eyes for the purpose of not seeing, ears for the purpose of not hearing until this very day.” 

3.  “deceiving themselves.”

a.  Therefore, what is the result of the negative volition of the loser believer?  He keeps on deceiving himself.  Self-deception is one of the many arrogance skills.  Others are self-absorption, self-justification, self -gratification, and self-pity (to name a few)..

b.  The hearer only of the Word is in self-absorption.  He is so full of himself, he could never conceive that anything negative from the word of God could possibly apply to him.


c.  The hearer only of the Word is full of self-justification.  He has every reason known to mankind as to why he is never described by anything negative in the word of God.  There is nothing wrong with him because he is so much better than so many other believers.


d.  The hearer only of the Word is therefore also full of self-deception.



(1)  He deceives himself to the fact that he is positive to doctrine, when he is not.



(2)  He deceives himself by thinking that others are so much worse than him, when they are not.



(3)  He deceives himself by thinking that he is right with other people, therefore, he is right with God, when he is not.



(4)  He deceives himself into thinking that he really understands the word of God, when he does not.



(5)  He deceives himself into thinking that he has not entered into the snare and trap of the devil, when in fact that is exactly what he has done.

e.  Deceiving himself, he must inevitably live a life of self-deception and deception of others.


f.  His destiny on earth is described in 2 Tim 3:13, “But evil men and deceivers of others will advance to more severity, deceiving and being deceived.”

g.  He becomes a trap for other believers, Rom 16:18, “For such [believers] do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own emotion, and by their smooth, false eloquence and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting.”

h.  The word of God has the solution for these believers as well as a warning, 1 Cor 3:18-20, “A person must stop continuing to deceive himself.  If anyone thinks that he is wise among you in this age, and he does, he must begin to become foolish [believing that he has no spiritual understanding], in order that he might begin to become wise.  For the wisdom of this world is nonsense in the judgment of God.  For it stands written, ‘He is the One who catches the wise in their cunning.’ and furthermore, ‘The Lord knows the designs [thoughts, reasonings] of the wise, that they are useless [pointless].’”
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