James 1:20



is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunction GAR, meaning “for” and giving us the reason or explanation why the believer is to be slow with reference to anger.  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun ORGĒ, which means “anger, wrath.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the  masculine singular noun ANĒR, which means “of the man” in the sense of a noble or honorable man, such as a husband.  It is used by James to distinguish the believer from the unbeliever, who is simply ANTHRWPOS.  The absence of the article also indicates the intensity of this anger and the high quality of this man.  The idea here is something like ‘the anger of the higher form of man’ or ‘the anger of the highest quality or type of man’ or ‘the anger of the best man.’  In Modern English we might use an expression such as ‘the anger of a real man’ or ‘the anger of the true man.’  All these translations are attempts to bring out the idea of anger produced by a noble, honorable, righteous and God-fearing believer, who is truly attempting to execute the will, plan, and purpose of God.
“for the anger of the man [a believer]”
- is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun DIKAIOSUNĒ, which means “the righteousness.”  With this we have a number of possibilities in the genitive masculine singular from the noun THEOS, meaning “of God”:


1.  The possessive genitive, meaning “the righteousness which belongs to God.”

2.  The genitive of the producer, meaning “the righteousness produced by God.”


3.  The ablative of source, the righteousness from the source of God.”

Regardless of the type of genitive assigned here, the meaning remains the same.  The idea is that God has a righteousness, which He produces and which belongs only to Him, which can never be produced by even the best of mankind, even in their highest and noblest anger or wrath against sin and evil.

“the righteousness of God”
- is the absolute negative OUK, meaning “definitely or absolutely not.”  With this we have the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb ERGAZOMAI, which means “to do, accomplish, carry out.”

The present tense is a static or gnomic present for a state or condition that is always true.


The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form but active in meaning, the anger of man never produces the action of accomplishing the righteousness of God.


The indicative mood is a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“does not accomplish”

James 1:20 corrected translation
“for the anger of the man [a believer] does not accomplish the righteousness of God.”
Explanation:
1.  “for the anger of the man [a believer]”

a.  James continues with an explanation of why we must be slow with reference to anger in our execution of the spiritual life.  We must be slow to anger, because even the best possible anger for all the right reasons from the noblest of men is still a sin in the eyes of God.  No matter how humanly good and righteous a man might be, he still does not have the right to anger as a mental attitude sin.


b.  There is no such thing as righteous anger.  It does not matter how much or how badly you have been wronged by someone else in life, you do not have the right to anger.


c.  We have the right to put matters in the hands of the Supreme Court of Heaven and execute the will of God through the use of the laws of divine establishment.


d.  Self-righteous anger has no right to self-righteous anger.  There is no such thing as “righteous anger” in which any man is permitted by God to engage.


e.  No matter how great the integrity, honor, virtue, and character of any man, the moment he becomes angry, he is in a state of sin and does not, will not, and cannot accomplish the righteousness of God.

2.  “does not accomplish the righteousness of God.”

a.  God expects us to accomplish His righteousness.


(1)  He expects us to believe in Christ and receive His very own imputed righteousness.



(2)  He expects us to learn Bible doctrine and develop spiritual capacity righteousness; that is, the capacity to do what is right in every circumstance in life.



(3)  He expects us to never have a hypocritical false façade of pseudo-righteousness or self righteousness.


b.  So how do we accomplish the righteousness of God, when we are wronged by others?


(1)  Remember that God has a plan for our life and that plan includes every detail of every thing that happens in our life.



(2)  Recognize that God does not permit anything bad, wrong, or evil to happen to us unless it is for our spiritual testing and spiritual advance.



(3)  Be aware of the fact that God permits others to sin against us, not only as a part of the resolution of the angelic conflict, but so that He can provide greater blessing for us, if we put the matter in His hands for resolution.



(4)  Therefore, we accomplish the righteousness of God when wronged by others by not becoming angry, but by doing what God wants.


c.  So what does God want us to do?



(1)  Put the matter in His hands for resolution.



(2)  Pray for His intervention and justice.



(3)  Be prepared to use those things that God has established as a part of His laws of divine establishment for the exercise of His justice among mankind, such as:




(a)  Unleashing all the military might of a nation on any evil nation that attacks us.




(b)  Unleashing all the force and ability of law enforcement and the courts against any criminal who would attack us.




(c)  Defending ourselves, our homes, and our families by every legal and legitimate means possible without seeking revenge ourselves or breaking the laws of the land.



(4)  Use our faith and confidence in the promises of God to remain occupied with Him rather than becoming angry and preoccupied with self or others.

d.  We have the right as believers to have the same righteous indignation against sin and evil that God does; for we share His standards of thinking and attitudes.  However, we have no right to allow our righteous indignation to be turned by our sin nature into revenge motivation, or anger, or hatred, or prejudice, or any number of other mental attitude sins.

e.  The anger of the mature believer does not accomplish the perfect standard of righteousness demanded by God.

f.  But trust, faith, and confidence in the plan, will, purpose, righteousness, and justice of God always accomplishes the righteousness of God.


g.  The issue when wronged by others is whether or not what God thinks and wants is more important, or is what we want and think more important.  This is always the issue whenever injustice exists in life, and is a major point of testimony by God against Satan in the appeal trial of human history.
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