James 1:18



 is the nominative masculine singular aorist passive participle from the verb BOULOMAI, which means “to be willed, planed, to be determined; wish, desire.”

The aorist participle precedes the action of the main verb.  The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the results of a completed action.

The passive voice indicates that believers receive the action of being willed, planned as a part of the divine decree of God in eternity past.


The participle is circumstantial.

“Having been determined,”
- is the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb APOKUEW, which means literally “to give birth to” and is used figuratively, meaning “to bring into existence.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers the past action into a single whole and presents the action as a fact.


The active voice indicates that God produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “us” and referring to all Church Age believers—the royal family of God.  Then we have the instrumental of means from the masculine singular noun LOGOS, meaning “by means of the word.”  With this we have the attributive genitive or genitive of quality from the feminine singular noun ALĒTHEIA, meaning “of truth” and indicating that “truth” is an inherent quality of God’s Word.
“He gave birth to us by means of the Word of Truth,”
- is the preposition EIS plus the adverbial accusative of reference from the neuter singular present active infinitive of the verb EIMI with the first person plural accusative subject of the infinitive from the personal pronoun EGW.  The pronoun EGW in the accusative functions as the subject for the infinitive of the verb EIMI in the accusative-infinitive construction, in which the infinitive functions as the finite verb.  The construction of EIS plus the accusative article with the infinitive introduces a purpose or a result clause (here a purpose clause).  All this is a neat Greek idiom, translated “in order that we might be.”

The present tense is a static present for a state or condition that will perpetually exist.


The active voice indicates that Church Age believers produce the action of being something because of the plan, will, and purpose of God.


The infinitive functions as a finite verb in the accusative-infinitive construction.

Then we have the predicate accusative from the feminine singular noun APARCHĒ, which means “the first-fruits.”  With this we have the predicate accusative from the feminine singular adjective TIS, which is used to heighten the importance and prominence of someone, meaning “a certain kind of.”  Finally, we have the partitive genitive (or wholative genitive—the noun in the genitive [KTISMA=creation] denotes the whole of which the noun it modifies [APARCHĒ=first-fruits] is a part) from the neuter plural article and noun KTISMA, which means “product of creative action, that which is created (by God), creature (created by God) 1 Tim 4:4; every creature in heaven Rev 5:13.”
  With this we have the possessive genitive third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “His” and referring to the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the creator of all things.
“in order that we might be a certain kind of first fruits of His creatures.”

James 1:18 corrected translation
“Having been determined, He gave birth to us by means of the Word of Truth, in order that we might be a certain kind of first fruits of His creatures.”
Explanation:
1.  “Having been determined,”

a.  This is a reference to the divine decree of God the Father in eternity past.

b.  Prior to the existence of any creatures, God the Father made a decision and a plan from His sovereignty that creatures would be created for whom He could demonstrate His love, grace, compassion, and mercy by blessing them beyond anything they could possibly imagine.

c.  He determined, willed, and planned that this blessing would be based upon the relationship of the creatures to their creator.


d.  God the Father determined that God the Son would become the creator of all things, and therefore, the blessing of all creatures would depend upon their relationship with God the Son.


e.  God the Father planned, willed, determined, and decreed that all creatures would have a completely free will to decide whether or not to have a relationship with their creator, Jesus Christ.


f.  God the Father determined and decreed that some would believe in His love for them and others would not.


g.  God determined and decreed that those who would use their free will to reject His love would spend eternity separated from His love in a place of eternal condemnation and punishment.

h.  God determined and decreed that those who would use their free will to accept His love and desire an eternal relationship with Him would spend eternity with Him in a state of ultimate blessing and happiness.


i.  Therefore, God the Son created the angels to initiate the plan of God the Father.  The angels who rejected the love and authority of God rebelled against Him.  When God the Father condemned them and judged them, they objected that He was being unfair and that they didn’t get a fair chance to make the right decision for or against God.

j.  Therefore, God accepted their appeal and created mankind to prove that no matter how much God loved His creatures some of them would reject His love, while others would love Him as their Creator.

k.  Therefore, God determined in eternity past as a part of His divine decree that those who trusted in Him and believed His Word would receive eternal life with Him.
2.  “He gave birth to us by means of the Word of Truth,”

a.  God gave spiritual birth to us through the act of regeneration, which is the creation of a human spirit and the imputation of divine righteousness to that human spirit.  The means by which this act of regeneration of the human spirit takes place is through hearing and believing in or trusting the promise of the word of God.

b.  The promise of the word of God is that anyone who believes in Christ or puts their trust and confidence in Christ will be saved or have eternal life.


c.  The word of God consists of absolute truth.  It is the only absolute truth in the universe or beyond the universe.  The word of God consists of God’s truth communicated to mankind both verbally and in writing in the infallible word of God.


d.  The most important absolute truth contained in all of God’s revealed messages to mankind is that anyone may be saved from the eternal condemnation of rejecting the love and will of God by believing or trusting in the person of our Lord Jesus Christ.


e.  Therefore, the message of salvation or the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ is the word or message of truth.  It is the one thing upon which all mankind can absolutely depend in relationship with God; for that promise of eternal life from the message of truth goes all the way back to the will, plan, purpose, and determination of God the Father in the divine decree.

3.  “in order that we might be a certain kind of first fruits of His creatures.”


a.  Then James describes God’s purpose for the Church Age believer within this overall plan for mankind.  God’s purpose is that we, the elect of God, the royal priesthood and royal ambassadors, the Bride and Body of Christ; that is, all Church Age believers or the royal family of God might be a very special group of believers within human history.  Of all God’s creatures, He has determined that certain creatures would be a certain kind, a special kind, a different kind, a unique kind.  That uniqueness belongs to the Church Age believer.


b.  The first-fruits was the best portion of the flock or the crop or the harvest.  Num 18:12, “All the best of the fresh oil and all the best of the fresh wine and of the grain, the first fruits of those which they give to the Lord, I give them to you.”  We are the best portion of the field of mankind.  The royal family of God is the best group of believers in all human history.  This is why God has determined that we should be the bride of Christ.  This is why the Church is resurrected first after our Lord among all the believers of the earth.

c.  The Church is the crowning glory of God the Father’s plan for human history and the greatest demonstration to Satan and the fallen angels that their appeal of God’s judgment against them had no basis in fact.
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