James 1:16



- is the negative MĒ, meaning “not,” but with an imperative mood in the verb it means “stop” plus the second person plural present passive imperative from the verb PLANAW, which means “to be misled; to be deceived.”

The present imperative is used with the negative MĒ to stop an action already in progress.  This present tense is both descriptive and tendential for what James proposes should happen right now.


The passive voice indicates that the believers to whom James addresses this letter receive the action of being deceived by others.


The imperative mood is a command to stop an action already in progress.

“Stop being deceived,”
- is the vocative masculine plural noun ADELPHOS and the adjective AGAPĒTOS with the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning, “my beloved brethren.”  The same phrase is used by Paul in 1 Cor 15:58 for the Corinthians and in Phil 4:1 for the Philippians.  James will use the phrase again in 1:19 and 2:5.
“my beloved brethren.”
James 1:16 corrected translation
“Stop being deceived, my beloved brethren.”
Explanation:
1.  “Stop being deceived,”

a.  This command indicates that these believers were already in the process of being deceived.  Not only were they in the process of being deceived by false teachers and other believers, but they were also deceiving themselves.

b.  The fact that they were being deceived indicates that they were already negative to the word of God in some respect, for believers who are positive to doctrine and advancing in the spiritual life are generally not deceived by others nor do they deceive themselves.


c.  When a believer becomes bored, disgruntled, tired of executing the will of God, or reacts to unfair treatment in life, then he is a target for deception by Satan, the doctrine of demons, and false teachers.


d.  When believers permit the outside pressures of adversity in life inside their soul in the form of mental attitude sins, then they begin deceiving themselves.

e.  The Bible has a lot to say about deception, since deception was at the heart of the first temptation in the Garden of Eden, when lust gave birth to sin.



(1)  2 Thes 2:8-12, “and then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will kill with the breath of His mouth and destroy by the appearance of His coming, whose coming is on the basis of the activity of Satan by means of all power and miraculous signs and lying wonders and with every deception from unrighteousness to those who are perishing, because they did not receive the love for the truth so that they might be saved.  And so for this reason God sends to them the operation of deception so that they believe the lie, in order that all those who do not believe the truth but take pleasure in unrighteousness might be judged.”



(2)  Col 2:4-8, “I am saying this in order that no one deceives you by persuasive speech.  For even if I am absent in the flesh, nevertheless, by means of the Spirit I keep on being present with you, rejoicing and noticing your orderliness and the firmness of your doctrine with respect to Christ.  Therefore, as you accepted Christ Jesus, the Lord, keep walking in Him, being firmly rooted in and built upon Him; that is, being established by means of doctrine, just as you have been taught and overflow with thanksgiving.  Beware that there will be no one who takes you captive through their false teaching and empty deception according to the tradition from men on the basis of the fundamental principles of the world and not on the basis of Christ.”



(3)  2 Pet 2:17-21, “These [false teachers] are waterless fountains and mists being driven by a hurricane for whom the gloom of darkness has been reserved.  For while loudly proclaiming bombastic words of emptiness, they entice with lusts of the flesh in the sphere of sensuality those who barely escape from the ones who live in deception, promising to them freedom while they themselves are slaves of depravity; for by what anyone is defeated, by this he has been enslaved.  For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the cosmic system by means of the full knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and being entangled again in them they are defeated, the last state has become for them worse than the first state.  For it was better for them to not have known exactly the way of righteousness, than having known exactly, to turn away from the holy commandment which was handed down to them.”



(4)  2 Pet 3:17-18a, “But you, beloved, since you know this in advance, be on your guard, in order that you do not lose your own strength by being carried away by the deception of unprincipled men, but continue to grow in the sphere of grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”



(5)  Jude 11, “Woe to them, because they followed in the lifestyle of Cain, and devoted themselves to the deception of Balaam for financial reward, and they will be destroyed in the manner of the rebellion of Korah.”


(6)  Rom 7:11, “For the sin nature, having seized the opportunity through the commandment, deceived me, and through it [the tenth commandment] killed me [carnal death accompanying spiritual death].”  The sin nature is the primary means of deceiving us.


(7)  Rom 16:18, “For such [believers] do not serve our Lord Christ, but their own emotion, and by their smooth, false eloquence and flattering speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting.”


(8)  1 Cor 3:18-20, “A person must stop continuing to deceive himself.  If anyone thinks that he is wise among you in this age, and he does, he must begin to become foolish [believing that he has no spiritual understanding], in order that he might begin to become wise.  For the wisdom of this world is nonsense in the judgment of God.  For it stands written, ‘He is the One who catches the wise in their cunning.’ and furthermore, ‘The Lord knows the designs [thoughts, reasonings] of the wise, that they are useless [pointless].”


(9)  1 Cor 6:9-11, “Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God?  Stop being deceived, neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals who act like females, nor homosexuals who act like males, nor thieves, nor covetous people, nor drunkards, nor verbally abusive people, nor criminally greedy people will inherit the kingdom of God.  In fact that is the sort of people you were, at least some of you.  But you permitted yourselves to be washed.  But you were sanctified.  But you were justified (acquitted, declared righteous, and made pure) by the agency of the person of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the agency of the Spirit of our God.”


(10)  1 Cor 15:33-34, “Stop being deceived: ‘evil associations destroy good habits’.  Come to your senses in a correct manner and stop sinning; for some keep on having lack of spiritual discernment about God.  I am saying this to embarrass you.”


(11)  2 Cor 11:3-4, “However I am afraid that perhaps, as the serpent deceived Eve with his crafty dishonesty, your minds might be led astray from the sincere devotion and purity, which [exists] because of Christ.  For if indeed the serpent comes proclaiming another Jesus whom we have not proclaimed, and he will, whether you receive a different kind of spirit which you have not received [from God], or a different kind of gospel which you have not accepted, are you doing the right thing?”  1 Tim 2:14, “In addition Adam was not deceived, but, although the woman had been deceived, she came into the state of transgression.”


(12)  Gal 6:3-9, “For if anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself.  But each one must examine his own action and then he will take pride in himself only and not in his neighbor.  For each person must bear his own burden.  Now the one who is taught doctrine may participate with the one who teaches in the sphere of every intrinsic good.  Stop being deceived, God is never mocked.  For whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.  For he who sows because of his own flesh [OSN] will reap destruction from the flesh [OSN].  But he who sows because of the Spirit will reap eternal life from the Spirit.  But let us not become tired of doing good; for at the right time we will reap, if we do not become discouraged.”



(13)  2 Thes 2:3-4, “Do not let anyone deceive you in any way, because unless the rebellion has come first and the man of lawlessness, the son of destruction has been revealed, the enemy and self-exalted one over every so-called god or object of worship, so that he sits in the temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God.”



(14)  Tit 1:10-11, “For many are disobedient-rebellious, those who have nothing to say and deceivers, especially those who [are] out from the circumcision, who it is necessary to silence, who are the kind that destroy entire families, teaching things which are not necessary for the sake of dishonest profit.”



(15)  2 Tim 3:12-13, “In fact, all those also who keep on desiring to live a spiritual life in a manner that shows respect for God in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.  But evil men and deceivers of others will advance to more severity, deceiving and being deceived.”
2.  “my beloved brethren.”


a.  James does not address this to unbelievers, but only to believers; for the Jewish unbelievers were already being deceived and would continue to deceive themselves into thinking that Jesus Christ was not the Messiah.  There was nothing James, Paul, or anyone else could do for them.

b.  The word “my” indicates that these believers belonged to James.  They had an intimate relationship with him that would never change.  This relationship, that of a pastor and his congregation, is special, unique, and a great privilege.


c.  James still loved his fellow Jewish believers who had been a part of his congregation, but were now scattered and dispersed due to persecutions.

d.  As their pastor, James would always love them, just as Jesus Christ would always love them.
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