James 1:15



  is the adverb of time EITA, which means “Then” and indicates the next thing that happens in a sequence of time.  This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun EPITHUMIA, which means “lust” and refers to the pattern of lust produced by each individual sin nature.  Then we have the appositional nominative feminine singular aorist active participle from the verb SULLAMBANW, which means “to become pregnant, conceive” and is used figuratively.

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which places a slight emphasis on the results of a completed action.

The active voice indicates that the lust pattern of the sin nature produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial and is translated “having become pregnant.”

This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb TIKTW, which means “to give birth to; to produce, to bring forth.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what happens under these conditions.


The active voice indicates that the lust of the sin nature produces the action.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun HAMARTIA, which means “sin” and refers to personal sin.
“Then lust, having become pregnant, gives birth to sin;”
- is the continuative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “and” with the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun HAMARTIA, meaning “sin.”  Then we have the appositional nominative feminine singular aorist passive participle from the verb APOTELEW, which means “to bring an activity to an end, bring to completion, finish; ‘sin, when it has run its course’ Jam 1:15.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which places a slight emphasis on the results of a completed action.


The passive voice indicates that personal sin receives the action of having completed its activity and finished destroying the creature’s relationship with his Creator.


The participle is either circumstantial or temporal, both can be correct here.

This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb APOKUEW, which means “to give birth to.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what occurs under these circumstances.


The active voice indicates that personal sin produces the action of giving birth to spiritual death.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun THANATOS, which means “death” and refers to carnal death.
“and sin, having been completed, gives birth to death.”
James 1:15 corrected translation
“Then lust, having become pregnant, gives birth to sin; and sin, having been completed, gives birth to death.”
Explanation:
1.  “Then lust, having become pregnant, gives birth to sin;”

a.  James continues with his analogy of how sin is created in the life of a believer.  The lust pattern of the sin nature begins everything with wanting something.  The issue is your burning desire to have something we want.  That desire begins as the smallest of desires in the body and continues to grow until it can no longer stand being confined.


b.  Like the fetus that can no longer take being in the womb, so the lustful desire for something can no longer be contained within the body.  Every cell of the human body, in which the sin nature resides, now screams for what it demands.  The desire has grown and grown until it can no longer be contained.  Something has to give, and that something is the volition of the believer so involved.


c.  The believer now has to make a decision between doing what the sin nature wants or saying ‘No’ to the sin nature and disciplining it.


d.  The baby believer, immature believer, and even the mature believer says ‘Yes’ to the lust, and gives birth to personal sin.  Personal sin comes out of the womb as an ugly, demanding mess.  It is no different than a new born baby.  There is nothing endearing about personal sin.


e.  Our personal sins are produced from our personal lusts and/or desires.  We sin because we want to sin, not because anyone makes us sin.

2.  “and sin, having been completed, gives birth to death.”

a.  The problem does not stop with lust giving birth to personal sin.  Personal sin must completely finish its job of rejecting the love and will of God.

b.  Once personal sin has completed its rejection of the love and will of God, it gives birth to carnal death.


c.  ‘Death’ here is a reference to carnal death, not to physical death.  Physical death is the consequence and result of spiritual death.  Spiritual death is the result of the first human sin and is imputed to the sin nature at birth.  Carnal death is the result of personal sin by the believer after salvation by the rejection of his spiritual life.


c.  James’ point here is that the personal sins of the believer destroy his spiritual life producing carnal death; that is, the cessation of the function of the spiritual life of the believer.


d.  Personal sin resulting in spiritual death in the human race is the subject of a great passage by Paul in:
Rom 5:12 “For this reason, just as through one man [Adam] sin entered into the world and [spiritual] death by means of [personal] sin, consequently [spiritual] death spread to all men, because all sinned [when Adam sinned].”

Rom 5:13 “Indeed before the Law, personal sin was in the world, but personal sin was not charged to anyone’s account when the Law did not exist.”

Rom 5:14 “Nevertheless, [spiritual] death ruled from Adam to Moses, even over those who had not sinned in the likeness of Adam's transgression [original sin], who is a type of Him who was destined to come.”

Rom 5:15 “But not as that transgression [Adam's original sin] so also is that gracious gift [work of Christ].  For if by the transgression of that one [Adam] the many died [spiritual death] and they did, much more the grace of God; that is, the gift by means of the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, is available in super abundance to the many.”

Rom 5:16 “In fact the gift [is] not like [what occurred] through one who sinned.  For on the one hand the judicial verdict [came] because of one transgression resulting in condemnation and punishment, but on the other hand that gracious gift [was given] because of many transgressions resulting in a judicial act of justification.”

Rom 5:17 “For if by the transgression of the one [Adam], [spiritual] death ruled through that one and it did, much more those who receive in life the surplus of grace; that is, the gift of righteousness, shall rule through the One, Jesus Christ.”

Rom 5:18 “Consequently, therefore, as through one transgression [spiritual death was imputed] to all mankind resulting in condemnation, so also through one righteous act for all mankind [the righteousness of God was imputed] resulting in the justification of [eternal] life.”

Rom 5:19 “For as through the disobedience of one man [Adam] the many were appointed sinful, so also through one obedience of one man the many shall be appointed righteous.”

Rom 5:20, “Now the Law came in as a side issue, in order that the transgression [of Adam] might be augmented.  But where [personal] sin increased, grace increased in super abundance,”

Rom 5:21 “in order that just as the sin nature has ruled in the sphere of [spiritual] death, so also grace might rule by means of [imputed] righteousness because of eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

Rom 6:1 “Therefore, what are we to conclude?  Are we to continue in [the sovereignty of] the sin nature, in order that grace might increase?”

Rom 6:2 “Emphatically not!  We who have died to the sin nature, how shall we still live with it?”

Rom 6:3 “Or are you ignorant that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus into His [spiritual] death have been baptized?”

Rom 6:4 “Therefore, we have been buried together with Him through baptism into His death, in order that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so also we might walk in newness of life.”

Rom 6:5 “For if we have become united [with Him] in the likeness of His death [and we have], certainly we shall also be [united with Him in the likeness] of His resurrection.”

Rom 6:6 “Be knowing this that our old self has been crucified together with [Him], in order that the body of sin may be rendered powerless, so that we should no longer be slaves to the sin nature.”

Rom 6:7 “For he who has died has been set free from the sin nature.”

Rom 6:8 “Now if we died with Christ and we have, we believe that we shall also live with Him,”

Rom 6:9 “knowing that because Christ has been raised from the dead, He can never die.  Death is no longer master over Him.”

Rom 6:10 “For the [spiritual death] which He died, He died once for all time with reference to the sin nature; but the [resurrection life] which He lives, He lives with reference to the God.”

Rom 6:11 “So also you yourselves consider yourselves dead on the one hand with reference to the sin nature, but on the other hand living with reference to God in association with Christ Jesus.”

Rom 6:12 “Therefore, stop the sin nature ruling in your mortal body, with the result that you obey its desires (trends).”

Rom 6:13 “And stop causing your members to serve as instruments of wrongdoing for the benefit of the sin nature, but place yourselves at God’s disposal as being alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness for the benefit of God.”

Rom 6:14 “For the sin nature will not control you; because you are not under law but under grace.”

Rom 6:15 “What, then, are we to conclude?  Shall we sin because we are not under law, but under grace?  Emphatically not!”

Rom 6:16 “Do you not know that the one to whom you present yourselves as slaves for the purpose of obedience, you are slaves to the one to whom you habitually render obedience, either of the sin nature resulting in [the sin unto] death or of obedience resulting in [spiritual capacity] righteousness.”

Rom 6:17 “Now [let us be] thankful to God that [although on the one hand] you kept on being slaves of the sin nature, on the other hand you have obeyed by means of the heart the example of the teaching for the purpose of which (example of teaching) you were committed.”

Rom 6:18 “And having been set free from the sin nature, you became enslaved to the righteousness [of God].”

Rom 6:19 “(I am using a human illustration (slavery) because of the weakness of your flesh [sin nature]).  Therefore, just as you present your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness resulting in lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness resulting in sanctification.”

Rom 6:20 “For as long as you were slaves of the sin nature, you were free and independent with reference to righteousness.”

Rom 6:21 “Therefore, what benefit were you having at that time from things which you are now ashamed, since the end of those things is death [the second death]?”

Rom 6:22 “But now having been set free from the sin nature and having become slaves to God, you keep on having your benefit with reference to sanctification and your destiny, eternal life.”

Rom 6:23 “Certainly, the compensation paid by the sin nature is death, but God’s gracious gift is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Rom 7:1 “Or are you ignorant, brethren (surely I am communicating to those who know the Law) that the Law rules over mankind for as long a time as he lives?”
Rom 7:2 “For the wife under the authority of her husband has been bound to her husband by law while he is living, but if the husband has died, she has been released by the law from her husband.”
Rom 7:3 “So then, while her husband is living, if she has become married to another man, she shall be classified ‘an adulteress’.   But if her husband has died, she is free from that law, so that she is not an adulteress, though she has become married to another man.”
Rom 7:4 “Therefore, my brethren, you also were put to death with reference to the Law by the body of Christ, with the result that you belong to another, to the One who has been raised up from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit to the benefit of God.”
Rom 7:5 “For while we were in the flesh, the sinful passions [trends or impulses], which [were] through the Law, were effective in our members, resulting in fruit bearing in the sphere of [spiritual] death.”
Rom 7:6 “But now we have been freed from the Law by means of having died to that by which we were bound [our first marriage to the sin nature], with the result that we might serve in a new [marriage] by the Spirit, and not in the old [marriage] by the letter.”
Rom 7:7 “Therefore, what are we to conclude?”  Is the Law sin?  Emphatically not!  On the contrary, I did not understand the sin nature except through the Law.  For instance, I did not even know about the lust pattern, except the Law kept on saying, ‘You will not lust.’”
Rom 7:8 “Now the sin nature, having seized the opportunity through the commandment, produced in me every category of lust.  For apart from the Law the sin nature is dead [imperceptible].”

Rom 7:9 “Moreover at one time I was living apart from the Law, but when the [tenth] commandment came, the sin nature began to function,”
Rom 7:10 “and I was [spiritually] dead.  And the same commandment which results in life was discovered by me to result in [spiritual and carnal] death.”
Rom 7:11 “For the sin nature, having seized the opportunity through the commandment, deceived me, and through it [the tenth commandment] killed me [carnal death accompanying spiritual death].”
Rom 7:12 “Therefore indeed the Law is holy; that is, the commandment is holy, both perfect justice and absolute good.”
Rom 7:13 “Therefore did what is intrinsically good (the knowledge of the Law) become [spiritual] death in my case?  Definitely not!  But the sin nature [became death in my case], in order that it might appear as the sin nature, though producing [carnal] death by means of what is intrinsically good in my case, in order that the sin nature might become sinful beyond measure by means of the commandment.”
Rom 7:14 “Certainly we know that the Law is spiritual, but I am fleshly, having been sold into slavery under the power of the sin nature.”
Rom 7:15 “For what I accomplished in the past and continue accomplishing now, I do not understand, because what I desire, this I am not practicing, but what I detest, this I keep on doing.”
Rom 7:16 “Now if I keep doing this thing which I do not desire, and I do, I agree with the Law that it is intrinsically and morally good.”
Rom 7:17 “But as the case really stands, I am no longer accomplishing the same thing [sins and lust pattern of the old sin nature], but the living in me sin nature.”

Rom 7:18 “Indeed, I know that there does not reside in me; that is, in my human body, intrinsic good; for the resolve is present in me, but the honorable accomplishment—No!”
Rom 7:19 “For the intrinsic good which I will (purpose, desire) I am not doing, but the evil which I do not desire, this I keep on practicing.”
Rom 7:20 “Now if what I do not desire this very thing I keep doing, I am no longer bringing it about, but the living in me sin nature.”
Rom 7:21 “Consequently, I discover this principle in my desiring to do the honorable thing, that evil is present and ready in me.”
Rom 7:22 “For I delight in the law from God [Bible doctrine] in relation to the inner man,”
Rom 7:23 “but I see a different principle in my members (physical body), being at war against the principle of my mind, and so making me a prisoner to the rule of the sin nature, which is in my members (physical body).”
Rom 7:24 “I [am] a miserable person!  Who will rescue me from the body of this [spiritual] death?”
Rom 7:25 “Gratitude belongs to God through Jesus Christ our Lord.  So then on the one hand with my mind, I myself serve the law of God, but on the other hand with my flesh the law of the sin nature.”
Rom 8:1 “Consequently now [there is] no condemnation, judgment, or punishment to those in Christ Jesus.”
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